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Jam nee vetiutb seulptii scientiiit 
Famosa moles pensCat et aureit 
Inacripta Majorum sepuJchris 
Funditus occubuere saxa. 

Humana quidquid composuit manus 
Humana rursus disjiciet. 

CASiMiKI LvniCOKUll, Lib. 4* 



xN ingenaous minds, so strong is the imi^resMoft 
produced by the recollection of departed worth and 
excellence, that, by an easy association of ideas, they 
respect and venerate the very pkfces where thfesfe 
memorable characters were born, where theyKved; 
t)r where they gave particular proofs of talent or 
beroic virtue. No one can read the beginning of 
the third book de Oratore, without experiencing the 
tender enthusiasm which prompted'Cicerotogband 
gaze at the spot where stood the immortal patridt 
and orator, Lucius Crassus, when- be delivered bi^ 
last and energetic oration — ** Post Crassi interitum 
veniebamus in Curiam, ut vestigium illud ipsum, in 
quo ]ll6 postremum institisset, contueremu^. O faF^ 
lacem hominum spem fragilemque foftunani!!!" I 
trust, therefore, that in a Christian country it wilt 
not be considered less laudable and innocent, if I 
invite the reader to shed the tear of sympathy over 
departed greatness, and to walk over'tbe moqldaring 
ruins of those venerable edifices, once tb^ seats of 
literature and religious virtue, the repositories of .ar{, 
the monuments of the piety and skill of our Cath<dfe 
forefathers, the sanctuaries of hbspifatity; and the 
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11 PREFACE. 

pride and ornament of this beautiful county. I trust 
that my researches will be useful ; and if they shall 
excite others to enter into my labors, and to perfect 
these Historical Collections, I shall think myself 
abundantly rewarded. 

To the registers of the see of Exeter I am greatly 
indebted for the materials of this work. Those offi- 
cial records are of indisputable authority; and no one 
should undertake to write the ecclesiastical, or even 
the civil history of Devonshire or Cornwall, without 
having studied them thoroughly. To John Jones» 
Esq. of Franklyn, I am proud to acknowledge my 
obligations for his valuable assistance ; and the Right 
Honorable Lord Clifford is entitled to my warmest 
thanks, for his constant encouragement, and for the 
unreserved use of the library at Ugbrooke. 

I shall proceed to throw together some few parti- 
culars respecting the authority of the Bishop of 
Exeter, over the Religious within bis diocese, and 
respecting the state of monastic learning, and the 
manner of electing the Abbots and Superiorsu Of 
the architecture of the religious houses I forbear to 
say any things as the remains are so trifling. It is 
singular, that not one of the numerous ** conventual 
churches^* in Devon is now standing. 

In the first place; the permission of the Diocesan 
was necessary, previous to the foundation of any 
monastic establishment. This is clear, from fou 
96 — 97 of Bishop Bronescombe's Register^ con- 
cerning Buckland Abbey. The regular Clergy, ge- 
nerally speaking, (Friars Minors not even excepted) 
depended on the Diocesan for faculties to absolve 
penitents. The Bishops had also the power of vi- 
siting the religious houses, and they appear to have 
considered this as a duty of primary importance; in 
fact, the attention which they paid to this point, 
contributed, above all others, to support regulai* 
discipline, and to prevent licentiousness. And from 
a careful inspection of the registers, I think myself 
justified in asserting, that the abbey of Ford, and 

* These registers begin with the death of Bishop Bloody, December 20, 
I25-7. Bishc|) Bytten's^ from the year U92 to 1306, is UDforttmately lost ; 
but the acts of the other Bishops, until the change of religion^ toe fos the 
most part in the highest state of preservation. 
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©specially the abbey of Tavistock, which attempted 
to throw obstacles in the way of episcopal visi- 
tations, were, both in a spiritual and a temporal point 
of view, the worst regulated communities in the 
diocese of Exeter. It appears also, from the regis- 
tered acts of the Bishops, that corrodies could not 
be granted without the episcopal licence, and that, 
in several instances, the revenues were sequestered 
during long vacancies, or in consequence of the 
improvident administration of the acting Superiors : 
indeed, if the Diocesans had not occasionally inter- 
fered, to preserve the property of certain monasteries, 
the whole must have been squandered away by the 
prodigality or the carelessness of the persons who 
were charged with its administration. Some of the 
Abbots had private seals, and an Abbot^ of Tavi- 
stock* is charged with the most crying injustice, in 
signing away the property of the community. 

In the registers above mentioned are several epis- 
copal mandates, directed to different .monasteries. 
In these, the Bishop points out the irregularities 
which had been discovered during the course of 
the visitation. They chiefly relate to breaches of 
regular discipline, or of the vows of poverty and 
olKsdience. Perpetual silence is strongly enforced 
in the dormitory, where a lamp was to be kept burn- 
ing the whole of the night, as enjoined in the 23d 
chapter of the rule of St. Benedict. In the cloisters, 
rigid silence was to be observed at certain hours» 
* " certis horis," but not perpetually, as some writer's 
have contended. I am happy to find, that the 
grosser immoralities (I mean against the virtue of 
chastity) were very far from being common ; and if 
it be a proof of innocence, as even Bishop Burnet 
acknowledges, when the Monks received pensions 
at the dissolution of the religious houses, we may 
fairly conclude, that our Devonshire communities 
must have been eminently virtuous; since the 

* Vide fol. 160, vol. 1. Reg. GraDdissoni A. D. 1348. 

N.B. Generally speaking, thecommoo seal and all ike poUic mttow 
meats and* records of the mooasteries, were kept uader three diffieroDt locks 
and keys. This seal could not be validly used without the consent of the- 
majority and move- respectable part of the community, ** majore <& siraiore 
parte conventus.'' 
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IT PREFACE. 

^rpwa granted an anjiiuty to almost ev^ry ijpdividual 

M,^9^l cau collect, the average fee payabi^^ to 
ibfi^ ^iisabp, at the visitatfoa, was 20s, 

Ojf the state of learolx)g; io our DisvoQsbiire ujoijasr 
t^xiea^ I i^eg;ret to have found so> feiv i^ateriala to 
eimbl^ me to form a satisf^ctoiry opmioD^ If hfi* 
laud's Collectanea (where some account is given of 
the books tbat he found in the conventual libraries) 
were made the criteriop^ we should be inelin)Bd to 
think unfavourably of their application, to literature. 
But the impartial observer would not be precipitate 
in deciding : he would recollect that Leland'^ plan 
was vastly too extensive, even for his industry aad 
extraordinary ability — that it is bnt a i^pid. sketch* 
of what he saw and. heard. Again, that hi^larji^ wiB^ 
no friend to i\ke monasteries, and that he had an 
interest lu Iheii: ^uppr^sion. Besides, it is reason* 
able to suppose, Uiat the religious themselves^ seeing 
the storm ready to burst on then), and coi^scioui^ tha,^ 
their houses were devoted to pillage ^nd destruction^ 
would secrete or remove their most valuable xpanur 
scripts and records. A^ain, we inust take into our 
consideration the spirit q( havQC apd fanaticism that 
stalked abroad at the period of the Dissolhtion.f 
We may also form sorne estimate of what literary 
treasures may hav« existed in our D^vgn^hire ipona^- 
ieries, by what we know did acti^aUy e*ist in sorp^ 
other religious houses in other parts of England* ' In 
Peterborough Monastery th^ books amounted to two . 
thousand ; in Glastonbury Abbey the manuscripts 
were almost innumerable. I must not omit stating^ 
that Ford Abbey^ in this county, was in high repute 
for learning ; that Tavistock^ could bpast of its 

' ^Gempaie lus jejune acooast of the M6S in the library of St. Paul^ 
Chu^oh^ London^ w^ttthecat^ogue i^ven by PMgdaleiP 

f The tleformatioD g,ave. a sudden c^eck to the progress, of litecaUire. 
Wood, in page 2S5, lib. 1 . Hist, et Antiqu. Universitatis Oxoni^Dsis, de> 
flcribes the state of that UniTeraity, in the year 1M6, as truly deplorable. 
He- «^«s, that tof lerly 4bwe were three hund r ed bafls, or more, in Oxford,, 
but were then reduced to eight ; and he adds, ** Sane quidem literatorum 
studia. tarn p^tnitm rettinxU €anobiorum €versio, ut ju»«nes artes omnes 
ingewias perdendas in suspioati, ad munera ciTiiU, ▼#! etiam meebanica 
fete ooDverterint.'' 

X A printing piess was erected in this abbey at a very early period. 
Ames, in p. 430* 46« of his History of Printing, mentions Walton^ 



Saxon school ; and that I find fio complaint of a 
delfiefency of books fh the acootrnt of the episcopal 
Tisitations, except in one instance— viz. Hartland 
Abbey.* Now the sflence of such a sagacious and 
very learned Prelate, as Bishop Stapeldon dndoubt- 
eflly liras, niay be construed into an argument in 
ftivor of the other provincial monasteries: in fact, it 
was a considerable employment of the Monks to 
trattseribe manuscripts ; and it was very usual for 
the Clergy and others to bequeath their collections to 
the convenfual libraries. In, the course of this work 
the reader will find dn Archdeacon of Eieter, A. D. 
1366, granting his library to the Franeiscatl tiottvetit 
ill Exeter, and a Clergyman leaving 13^ books td 
the library of Ottery College, A. D. 1445. 

With respect to the mode of electing the Superiors 
of religious houses, it appears, from ihe registers, i<i 
have teen conducted with great regulariiy add so- 
lemnity. The canont law had determined thdt no 
vacancy should continue beyond the space of three 
months. As soon then, as the body of the deceased 
Superior was consigned to ecclesidstfcal burial, 
the convent made applieation to the patron^ of their 
house, i. e. to the founder, or the representative of 
the founder's family, for permission to (Proceed to. 
the election of a successor. When this permrssloit 
was obtained, the Mass de Splrittr Sancto was cele- 
brated at the high altar, on the day appointed (at the 
election, and afterwards the ^gnstl xhtd given fof 
repairing to the chapter-house. Here a shaft iit- 
struction Was de^Mvered, suitaUe to the occasion, by 
one of the eommunity', and the names of the nietd- 
bers who had voices at the Election wef'e caBed oVei^. 

tfftttlation cfi Baeftatt de CaaMtAaiitutfy ** siipMeiited iif the Bxfattf^ Motta^M^ 
of Tavystoke in Dwehtre, by Hie piui-Tlw«]iM I^(cliaMl,HQtt)0» of ^*i4 
Monastery^ 1525,'^ Ato, iind '^ The Confirination of the 1^ nners' C^artery 
26, Heff. S," inf 16 leares, 4to. 

• VMfl Bp. flttpeldOA'i Iteg.f6l; l«r ad M ldt9. 

t ** Conditores Cano&um providi deliberati^M ttatoenuit ^o(| ^tr^ir^ 
menses vacare non debeant.'' — Reg;istt. passim. N. B. iXi public bttfiiieas 
was traits«u*it^d hr the 6hapter-&oi]8e, Miaevek^ heforedhnuTy vaAtte' Huats^ 
tUag urgent wptttii \ht cQnfraiy.>^yiife fit 4SS, tot. ^.I^mS^^i Bi^. 

. X " Patcont of abbeys shall hiiTe the custody of them doriDga ▼acancy.'' 
See Magna Charta, 9. Hen. 3. N. B. If the vacancy eiceeded the period 
fiit^l by ih& CMOH9, tbe coUtffietah d te i -tft etf oa the BMiep, ^^^I6^p^tim 
temporis." 
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vi PEEFACE. 

by the President of the. Chapter. The hymn Veni 
Creator was then intoned, after which, the President 
oharg^ed, in the name of God, every person that was 
excommunicated, suspended and interdicted ; every 
one, in fine, that was not concerned in the election, 
to depart forthwith, that the community might pro- 
ceed with perfect freedom. The patron's letter of 
permission was then read, and the Constitution Qua- 
propter. Each one then declared his choice ; and 
when the majority of votes was collected, Te 
Deum was solemnly chaubted, and the elect was 
conducted to the high altar, where his election was 
proclaimed to the assembled multitude. The consent 
of the elect was then demanded ; and as soon as it 
was obtained, an official account of the proceedings 
was drawn up by an apostolic notary, who was 
always an assistant on these occasions, and by him 
was forwarded to the Bishpp. Soon after, the elect 
repaired to the Bishop for confirmation in his new 
dignity, which of course was granted, (if nothing 
uncanonical had transpired in the election) on his 
taking the oath of obedience to the See, and affixing 
his signature to this formulary, which was generally 
deposited on the high altar. 

I think I cannot conclude this Preface better, than 
by transcribing the opinion of Thomas Hearne, A. M. 
on monastic institutions, premising that this profound 
scholar and very staunch antiquary was a steady 
and sincere friend to the Church of England."^ '' I 
cannot but publicly declare, that I think it would 
have been more happy for the Church of England, 
as well as for the nation at large, if Henry VIII. had 
only reformed, and not destroyed, the abbeys and 
bther religious houses. Monastic establishments are 
very ancient ; and it had been very laudable had he 
reduced the manner of worship to the primitive form. 
But then this would not have satisfied the ends of 
himself and his covetous and ambitious agents. 
They all aimed at the revenues and riches of the 
religious houses. For which reason, no arts nor 
contrivances were to be passed by, that might be of 

« Sea bU Pielipuiiary ObferratioDf to Browse WJUis's Histoiy of Mitred 
Abbess, 
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use in obtaining those ends. The most abominable 
crimes were charged upon the religious, and the 
charge was to be managed with the utmost industry, 
boldnesS) and dexterity. This was a powerful argu* 
ment to draw an odium upon them, and to make 
them disrespected and ridiculed by the generality of 
mankind. And yet, after all, the proofs were so 
insufficient, that, from what I have been able to 
gather, I have not found any direct one against 
even a single monastery. The sins of one or two 
particular persons do not make a Sodom ; neither 
are violent or forced confessions to be esteemed as 
the true result of any one's thoughts. When, there- 
fore, even these artifices would not do, the last ex- 
pedient was put in execution, and that was ejection 
by force." So far Mr. Hearne, to whose observa*^ 
tions I may add the following extract from Mr. 
Burke's Reflections on the French Revolution, p. 
207, 6th edit. 

*^ It is not with much credulity I listen to any, 
when they speak ill of those whom they are going 
to plunder. I rather suspect that vices are feigned 
or exaggerated, when profit is looked for !n the 
punishment. An enemy is a bad witness — a robber 
is a worse." 
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St. NICHOLAS' PRIOBY, 



E\E TERu 



The P?iory ef 8t. Nicholas can boast of high 
aniiqnUy. It is clearly the foundation of William 
tbe.CoBqnerory and, with the small church of St. 
Olave,* was made dependent on Battle Abbey,t in 
Sussex. 

GunteruSy a Monk of Battle, was first deputed to 
take ohaf^e of this infant' establishment. After a 
short resicUnoe, hie was appointed Abbot of Thorney, 
in Cambridgeshire. Cono, who was named his suc- 
cessor, is recorded to have interested himself, most 
warmly and most effectually, to promote the welfare 
of this religious foundation. Under the patronage 
of the founder's son, William Rufus, he succeeded in 
building a new church and monastery^ which he 
dedicated to St. Niekolas \X be procured a colony of 
Monks from Battle Abbey, and obtained of the 
parent bouse a renunciation of ail claim to the 
church of St. Olave and its appurtenances, and to 



* Ttus SaiBt was King of Norway, aad was martjiH by \^ inftilel rab- 
jects A. D« 1028. See his acts (a) in the Appendix. 

t See vol. 1. Dugd. Monastic, p. 315 ; also Domesday, Devenscire, Art. 
Labatailge. 

X This Saiat was tke Ai^lnsbop of Myra, the capital of the proTiace of 
Lycia, in Asia Minor. He died ia 342. Itis memory has been held in par- 
ticular TeDerlttion by the western churches, since the year 108T> when his re- 
lics were brought from Lycia to Bari, a seaport in the kingdom of Naples. 



certain lands in Collumpton, with the five prebends 
of Uppetona, Colebroche, Hineland, Waevre, and 
Esse, on condition that the Priory of St. Nicholas 
should pay an acknowledgment of sixty shillings per 
annuni.4^ 

From a letter addressed by the Primate, St. 
Anselm, to Osbern, the Bishop of Exeter, A. D. 
1103, it appears that these new religious were not a 
little molested by some of the secular Clergy of 
Exeter, and that even the Bishop had forbidden 
them to ring their bells agreeably to the custom of 
the Benedictine Order. St. Anselm mildly rebukes 
the indiscretion of both, inculcated the obligation of 
charity, and feelingly recommends the religious to 
the confidence and protection of the venerable 
Bishop.f 

King Henry I. befriended this royal foundation. 
His donation of the land of Relisdon, then valued at 
twenty-five shillings per annum, is given in the 
Monasticon. But King John honoured this priory 
with such particular marks of favor and distinction, as 
to deserve the name of a second founder. He gave it 
the estate of Bradeham, then worth fifty shillings per 
annum ; he granted them a moiety of the profits of 
Lammas Fair, in Exeter, and I believe the whole 
profits of St. Nicholas* Fair. In the fifth year of 
his reign, when the effects of £amine were sever^y 
felt in Exeter, be addressed a brief to the Sheriff 
of Devon, *^ that by the oversight of the Priour of 
St. Nicholas f of- Exceter, & IIII Liege men of the 
same Town be fed CCC poo re people from the lid 
of Male till the dale of the Assumption of our Ladle, 
so that eyerie oQe of them have d^ilie one iofe (foure 
loaves shall be worth a penny) aod so much potage 
made of the meal^ and herbes, while herbes may be 
fonqde*; and when the cannot be gotten, of beanes 
or of peason, wherebie they may be susteined that 
they perishe not. And it shall be allowed you at 
our Exchequer." 

■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ -■— ^— ■ I ■ . n il I I 

* I am credibly informed that this acknowledgment partly continued to 
be paid to the Crown, from the tfme of the dissolution of the priory^ until 
the year 17S0, when the late Sir Robert Palk procured its redemption in 
favor of Nathaniel Cosseratt, Esq. 

t (6) Appendix. 



In fol. 91 — 2. of Bishop Bronescombe's Register^ 
three reeards are extract^ from the ancient book 
called <' The Leger Prioratiis Sci Nicholai Exon"— 
a book that seems to have perished in 1781 (Oct. 29,) 
at the fire in the Cotton Library. 4^ The first is an 
amicable composition between the Dean and Chapter 
of St. Peter's, Exeter, and the Prior and Monks of 
St. Nicholas, respecting certain tithes issuing from 
two mills, and the fishery of the river Exe, near St. 
Clement's Chapel, de PiscariA super aqua que dicitnr 
Exe prope Capellam Si Clementi&t The Chapter 
resigns all claim - and pretension to the said tithes, 
on condition that the Prior and Convent pay them 
forty «pence sterling* viz. twenty-pence at Michael* 
mas, and twenty-pence at Easter. This composition 
was made whilst Simon de ApuliA was Bishop, con- 
sequently between 1214 and 1224. The second 
refers to a taxation, soon after, by Richard Blondy, 
Chancellor to Bishop Brewer, for the better sup- 
port of the Vicar of Cadbury. The Prior of St. 
Nicholas is directed to allow the Vicar certain 
houses on the north-side of the church, foer acres 
of land, and a part of the tithes. The third is an 
agreement between the Prior and Julian, Rector of 
Thorverton, respecting the tithes of the mill of Cad- 
bury. The Prior agrees to pay him six-pence in lieu 
of tithes. 

Bishop Brewer, who succeeded Simon de Apuli& 
in the See of Exeter, was a benefactor to this esta- 
blishment. We are informed by Bishop Grandisson, 
fol. 12. vol. 2. of his Register, that he appropriated 
to it the parish church of Poughill, in this county, 
for the purpose of furbishing the conventual church 
with lights, during the celebration of divine service. 

The Abbots of Battle invariably presented the 
Priors of St. Nicholas, who were* generally religious 
of that great monastery. . Before we offer to the 
reader the succession of the Priors that we have 
been able to recover, we think it necessary to expose 

* These three records are tr&nsoribed by Wm. Jenajtu, the Registrar 
temp. Ref^ins Elizab. 

t The site ot this chape) is still called ** St. Cleratot's Meadow/' and the 
road leading to it^ "Chapel Lane." 



aii4 refute the current and received opinion, that 
Alexander Necham was one of these Priors. The 
fact is, that he was not even a member of the 
Benedictine Order,— he was even refused admission 
amongst the Benedletifies, at St. Aibans: and in 
consequence of this nareasonable rejection, beentered 
the Augustine Order. In 1213 his singular merits 
raised him to the dignity of Abbot of Cirencester, 
in Gloucestershire. After having governed this 
Abbey, with credit to himself, and to the satisfaction 
of the .community, for the space of three years, he 
retired to Worcester, and was buried either in the 
cloisters or in the presbytery of that cathedral. — See 
Leland's Collectanea, vol. 4, p. 158 -^L€^aiid*s Iti* 
nerary, p. 116. vol. 8 — Browne Willis* History of 
Mitred Abbeys^ Art. Cirencester-— the learned Dr. 
Milner's History of Winchester, vol. 1, p. S17. 

fPRiORS OF srr. nicholas.J 

A. D. 

The 1st that i meet with after OufOerm 
and CtmOy who have been alr^tdy noticed, is 
PeieTj ad ann. 12 IB 

See the Custumale of Otterton Priory, penes 
Rev. Duke Yonge, Rectorem de Cornwood 

2. BobeH de Cumbwell^ who resigned in 1268 

3. Robert de Rye succeeded 29th June, 1258 

4. Jlo2|fer,'wfao was ^ected Abbot of the mt- 
tred monastery of Battle, in the summer of the 
year 1818 

5. fFUKmm de Bum gncoeeded Roger, Aug. 
28, 1318, and resigned soon after. 

6. Robefi^ dliof Laureniiu9 de Suing was 
appointed WilOam's si^iocessor, on the 14th of > 1319 
January, >1320 

N.B. Wbikt he was Pdor, A. D. 1S21, the 
belfry of his conventual church fell suddenly 
to the g*round. John Drokensford, KfAiop of 
Bath and Welts, granted an indulgence of 
tweuty days to all wha should c o ntri b ute to 
its re-bnilding. 

7. Johnde GordoUy who resigned in 1334 
N. B. This Prior appears, from Bishop Gran- 

disson's Register, to have been a man of busi- 
ness, and a most respectable character. 



8. John de Brethan sacceeded on the 9th of ^i, D. 
the following September. He died Priojr in the 
early part of 1349 

9. John de Wye wa«i admitted Prior on the 
26th March that year, aud died about iv^o^ 
months after. 

10. Thomat Suyn^ • succeeded J\ine6>.4n4 
resigned early in 1353. 1349 

This Prior most shamefully neglected the 
duty of residence, which drewlrpm the zeaJoiis 
and vigilant Bishop Grapid^on ih» apirited 
remonstrance recorded in ills' Register. In 
consequeuee» the Prior die^med it most prudent 
to tender bis resignation to tlbe Bishop, about 
Easter, 1353, and which wa$ re^adily accepted* 

11. SkuUheu) cf Ew€ier ^as ^dipi^ted his 
successor, on the 17th. of April. On tbift occa- J 353 
sion Bishop Grandisieio^ ad^ionished him, in 
virtue of obedien/c^i and under thf penalty of 

the greater exeonooaunieAtion, not to abandon, 
the priory, or lay do\yn his offioc^i withont the. . 
Episcopal license previously, asked and ob* 
tained, He resigned late. iatber year 1359 

12 G&beri dfi I^jfnd^ey^, suiQfQetaded I>eo. Sd, 
that year. At his ioftUution, :Eli^op Gran«- 
disson forbade him to graat ^ny eprrodies or 
perpetuities without his license, and the con- 
sent of the Abbot of Battle. 

This Prior lived to a great age. On the 
I6th July, 1388, Bishop Brantyngham, in con- 
sideration of hia years and infirmities, ^^ ad versa 
valetudine detentus. ^ senio oonfectns," ap-* 
pointed William Cantelbyry, a Monk of St. 
Nicholas, to aot as coadjutor to Prior Gili^ert. 
Before the Monk entered up^n his office, the 
Bishop charged him to make out an inventory 
of the property of the convent, and, according . 
to established custom in thei^e cases, to lay a 
faithful statement of hia accompta every year 
before the community. 

On the 29th October, 1389, the above-men- 
tioned Bishop ordered the sentence of excom- 
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munication to be pronounced in the cathedral, 
and in all parochial churches and chapels in 
the city o^ Exeter, against certain persons who 
had unjustly invaded the property and privi- 
leges of St. Nicholas' Priory. 

IS. Robert Bregge^ who died early in 1396 

14. Thomas Hankhersie succeeded an the 
S3d of May, that year, and resigned in the 
spring of 1400 

15. fF^illiam Mershe succeeded June 3, and 

was elected Abbot of Battle on the 23d of July 1404 

N. B. On the 8th of November, 1400, a little 
box, containing the convent seal, was impru- 
dently left in the chapter-house, and was stolen 
in the course of that day. The seal is thus 
described in fol. 51. of Bishop Stafford's Re- 
gister : — ** Sigillom rotundnm fuerat, habens in 
medio insculptum ad instar A similitudlnem 
Castri quadrat! babentis in sui medio unam 
turrim eicelsam, & in angulis suis alias tnrres 
bassiores &> propugnacula, & super castrum 
hujusmodiin xxnA parte Vetus Scutum Armorum 
Regis Anglie cum tribus Leopardis, ds In alid 
parte gladium erectun), A in ejnsdem gladii 
cuspide sive punctn Coronam Regiam, ac subter 
Castrum Draconem gradientem insculpta. In 
cIrcumferenciA vero sive circulo ejusdem sigilli 
scriptum erat sic. 
Sigillum. Ecde. SctNicholai. Exonie.'* 
Bishop Stafford requires, that the sacrilegious 
robbers should restore it within fifteen days, 
under pain of excommunication ; in the mean 
while, all deeds and leases, sealed after the 8th 
of November, were to be considered null and 
void. As soon as the convent seal is returned, 
the Prior is charged to break it up and destroy 
it, as another seal was to be made ^* de divers^ 
sculpturA, <&; de alid formA.^ 

--■'••■ -- - I - II r ■ ■ ■ I I II I I 

* This Seal was re^vered, and was used until the dissolution of th« 
Priory. Amongst the records of the corporation of Exeter, I find it at- 
tached to a bond of William Collunopton, the last Prior, bearing date 
10th August, 1628. 
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16. ff^tUiam Beckei succeeded Wm. Mershe. 

He died Prior early in 1414 

17. John UnderdownCy admitted Prior, June 

7th. He died early in 1419 

18. John DalyngUnij instituted March 9th, 
that year. He died late in 1436 

19. Stephen Feversham^ admitted his sue- 
cessor, on the 13th of the following January, 

and died early in 1460 

20. John Newion succeeded, and after go- 
verning the Priory three years, was raised to 
the dignity of Abbot of Battle. 

21. Richard JVyUham succeeded on the 
28th of June, 1463 

22. John Heifordj who died Prior hi the 
autumn of 1493 

23. WiUiam VTefifeld instituted on the 28th 
of October, that year. He resigned early in 
1499, to become Abbot of Battle. 

24. John Lewys admitted his successor on 1499 
the 10th of April. . He died late in 1522 

2&: fVillicun CoNumpion^ the la^t Prior ; suc- 
ceeded on the 10th of the following January. 
This Prior' consented to the surrender of his 
convent, in the autumn of 1536, .when the 
three hundred and serenly minor monasteries, 
whose yearly income was under three hundred 
marks, or £200, were dissolved by act of Par- 
liament. , It is. not a little singular, that he 
presented to Brampford Speke vicarage, as late 
as the 14tb of J.uly^A. D, 1540. Vide fol. 101, 
vol. 1. of Bishop Veysey's Register.*. 

Dr. Tanner^ in his Notitia Monastica, a work of 
considerable merit and general accuracy, informs us, 
that this Priory was founded for six Monks. Pro- 
bably it was originaUy founded for so limited a 
number ; but I think it fair to conclude, from the 
numerous Subdeacons, Deacons, and Priests, that 
were ordained ad titulum Sancti Nicholai, that the 
community was afterwards considerably augmented . 

* TUis Prior was still alive in 1553, in the receipt of the annuity of j£30 
which had been granted him> w^hon he surrendered his convent. — See B. 
Willis', p. 61, vol. 2.of Abbics. 



The annual revenoes of the Priofy, according to 
Diigdale, were £147 12 0; according to Speed, 
£154 12 

It presented, as appears from the Registers of the 
See of Ex-eter and Browne WilH«' Parochiale An- 
^licanum, to the following places^ in the county of 
Devon — 

To the rectory of Poughill. 

The vicarage of Brampford l^ehe. 

The vicarage of Cotltmpton. 

The vicarage of Cacfbury. * 

The vicarage of AtphlngtOn. 

The vicarage of Pinhoe. 

The vicarage of Tawton Episoopi. 

Thfe curacy of I<^etherexe. 
Also to Rakenford, for some tiipe, as appeans 
from an^ extriaet of the Leger Book, inserted in 
Bishop Bronescombe's Register. 

Also to the parigii church of St. Olave^ in this 
city. Id the Taxatib Bonomm Ecdesiasticoriam, 
begun by order of King Edward I. A. D, 1288^ aiid 
finished in 1291, I meet with the following articles : — 

£. s. d 
Prior Sti Nichi Exon percipit in Ecclesi^ 

Sti Olavi' 1 

In EcciesiA: dfe Clifton ....:. ..;... 5 

In Ecclesiade Tawton (North) ■.. 16 8 

In Crvitat a Suburb Exon de redd ...;... 6 8 

Apud Shirefordquetaxaturad..... k... 2 13^ 4 

Apud Mediehay qaetax ad • OlS* 4 

Apud Combe .« «... 14 

Apud Wener ....* 16 8 

Apud Bradeham , 2 

Apud* Cobelegh and Lechethale de redd ... 1 6 8 

Apud Bannton de redd 2 

Apud Pothnll .: :.. 16 

Of this most ancient royal foundation, and by far 
the most extensive and respectable of the monastic 
establishments in this oity, vety considerable re- 



^tmm 



* I observe, in a grant of King- Henry VIII. dated Angast 26, Anno 
Regni 32, that these lands are called Moukencobleigfa, and had remained 
in the possession of (be priory until its final suppression. 
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mains and vestiges are still in existence ; but they 
are not sufficient to enable me to ascertain the ori- 
ginal ground plan. The greater part of the enclosure 
is still called the Mini, probably a corruption of the 
mynstre or the monastery :. certainly we have no ac- 
counts of any coinage in any part of these premises. 
At the period of the Dissolution, King Henry VIII. 
made a grant of the. priory to Sir Thomas Denys, 
(as Dr. Tanner accurately observes^ and he seems to 
have sold it soon after to the Corporation of Exeter.^ 
Such was the barbarous taste of the new proprietors, 
that they demolished the venerable structure of St. 
Nicholas' Church, the ornament of their city, and 
the admiration of strangers, for the miseram pur- 
pose of getting materials to patch up the town walls, 
fttid to stop up the gaps in Exeter bridge. 

,0 miseri, quae tanta insania, eives ! • 

How long the Corporation retained pos^ssi^ii of 
the premises, 1 cannot precisely say; btit ;I know 
they had disposed of them in lots before the accession 
of King William 111. A neat Catholic chaf^l, dedi- 
cated to St. Nicholas, (now served by the author 
of this work,) stands on part of the soite of the 
ancient cqnvehtual church ; it was opened for -pub- 
lic worship in January, 1792; and in digging for. the 
foundation, several graves^ parts of monument^j mu- 
tilated inscriptions^ and quantitiae of carved- mould- 
ings were discovered; ' {. . 

This article might probabl;^ receive considerable im- 
provement,=if free access could be had to the archives 
of the Corporation. In a 'M.S^; catalogue^ of'ttie 
deeds, books, and papers, that are con<tained rn the 
two presses in the council chamber, mention is made 
of the following documents^ r 1 : . i i ^ 

1 . Acets. of the maijiojr of St. Nicholas. 
' i. An old rental of St. Nicholas' manor. 

3. Court Rolls of the manor of St. Kioh<»liiS; ^ ' 

4. Fragment of a Court Leet Book ot the nCanor 
of St. Nicholas. . . ' -" * 



a^m^^mama 



* l3saok« maintains, that the Corporation purchased the priory from t^ie 
Crown in 1549, and that the bridge over the I^jlb was repaired with the^ 
stones of the demolished church, in 1339 1 ! L 

King Henry 8, on the 20th of March, Anno Regni 34^^ leased the rec- 
tory of Cadbury and Netfaerexe, to Will. Sherlande, Gent, dwrlag a teri^ 
pf 2} years, for the sum of 53s. and 4d per annum. 
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^T. JkNbii^W's piiidBY, 



^T COWIC* 



t. 



;Nilie second vol. of Dagdale'a Monasiicon; a 
Qliartc^ 191:1^00 of Heiiry II. specif ying and confirm- 
ing the estates, in England^ ilien belonging to the 
celebrated abbey ^% Bee^t ip Normandy. . 
. I« this charter, the manors of Cuwic and l^xewic 
we > mentioned as the donations of William, Uie son 
-of BaId]9rio» Gongh; io; his edition^ of Camden's 
Britannia, asserts, that thi^ William was tlye founder 
,of C^wic Priory, during the reign of the above^men- 
tioned SoTereigp. . . The first ipentiop ;Uiat I have 
fowd of tbis.pripfy,. io; authentic records, is in the 
itiqidsitioti tfiken a/t^r /tM death or John t«9rd Cour- 
tenayv-who succeeded Jhis father, Robert, in his honors^ 
^tidesiates, on th» 86tb July, A. P., 1242. In this 
inquisition, Cowic Priory is expressly stated to be 
nilderbiapatronage.. The religious of this house^ who 
.wjefre nf the Begoedictine Order, were.a filiation, from 
jBec; as King Henry VI. jnfprms us, in a. letter ad- 
idbreftSed. to.Bishop*Ijacy;;f and its Priors were regu- 
lulgr alppoioted by t)^ Abbots of thatgi]^at monastery. 
Of these Priors 1 have collected the. following sue- 
cession :— 

I . TAmios^ wW re^igne^ in t)ie year 1 263 

8« Jir«|| cte Co2HI>^^,wJiiQT^signed in ^ 1275 



* Arms— 3 Cows passaDt lalde, collared Or^ eyed OolM. 
./^ l^i abbey was foandisdliy tte^rannibtetietlooiD, oo-birtrwii estate^ 
it Beo^ circiter A . 1 040. See ao account of the abboy in Ducarel's Anglo 
fforman Antiquities, p. 86> vld. III. Appendix. 

I Article <^ Devoittbire/' p,56{ but on wbat autborityf 
See fol. 206 of Bp. Lacy's Register. 

I) Probably tlie initial in tlie n>gister for Nicholas. 
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8. A$tam <f^ fiours, copfirme^ successor to the 
HbQve, ow tN 16tli of Aqgost, I27JI 

4, WUlHim de Portdy admitted Prior by Bishop 
Byttan, b^tweea the years 129$ & I SOT. 

6, Emtachiu$ pcciurs Prior in t^e year * J3I7 

6. 9%o^af cfe l^«ni&tf« resigned in 1 334 

7. Jfe^finder de Bothify confirmed Tbomjis's 
successor on the 22d of ^i^ast, 1334, and re- 
s^md his Pffiee in 1353 

8. JDurandus de Smcio Blephano succeeded, 
wd WAS Prior for 9 y^rs. 

9n John rfe Pqnte JBpiscapif admitted Prior 
on tbe letb of May, a: D. ** }36i 

10. HobertdeGlamviUdyil^A Prior in . 1^69 

11. .WillUfP^ d^ E9(repeny »wc^^A^d Robert oh 
the JSd of Aogast, ai^ resigned 16 years after. 

U. ffffhn deJSoHrgeatyfUi ponfirn^ed Wifliam's 
sncofsssor, Alay 99th, 1398 

13. JPe/eTf who 4ji^d Prior in the year 1420 

14.* iKF7//&i^ JD(Hci|tf5ai|if,.a.dn»itted Prior J^^ 
20, that.yMr. 

N.B. He <ied enrly In 1447. 

l6*sBpber$ d^ ii^n, jalias Becdenr^f c^u- 
fifmed. bis jHicoessorjgiSid April, 1447 

:NvJB. .Tbis ,Pij|or i^fslg^^d bis office on tbe 
28dJfov. ' tl461 

This being jao #lien prioryo H was frequently ^iz^ 
ttpon duriiig the wars between I^nglaod itad France . 
King Henry V. in Hxe Sth year of bis rpignp le^sod it 
ontlorsitermpf jtw^i^tyy^ars; but on. jt^e petition of 
WIllJAm . DoupebcMjit, the JPr|pr, «^ddre9sed to King 
Henty VL f ep^^sejpiting t^e jiupoveri^heil st^te of his 
oonresft, AUd .the /sejcipus jnjury th^ it bad iTecen^tly 
rastainad, Irom the im^ndntlcms of tb^ riv^er Kxe, bMt 
Jdfgesiy wits gi^ouslv pleased to r«)stqre to the 

house its iiriop^^rty.anjl, prMU^^) lO^d exonerate it 
iromtbe^aUQUld olWge of tw^nty-fopr in^grks, which 

hftd .been pay abta to the Qr^fwn*t 

Scarcely nad Irbe priory Jh^u to bren^tfae from the 



^pugdale mistakes, wBen Bfl mwf Is ll i al llite •yrtoiy irp supp fwia d in 
the Parliameot held at Leicester, A.D. 1414, 
f Vid.^^i^pMBiidii (tf;. 
t Vid. Mr ^M9, jLa^^a Beg. 

C 2 



12 

pressure of misfortune, when it was visited by a 
dreadful calamity. Bishop Lacy, in his letter to the 
Barons of the Exchequer, dated March 19, A. D. 
1444-6, (which is preserved in fol. 256^ of his Reg^- 
ier,) states, that it accidentally took fire on Palm 
Sunday, that year, and that it§ loss, in buildings, 
moveables, and cattle, was computed at £177 ISs. 4d. 
a very considerable sum in those days. ' 

It seems that the convent could not recover itself 
from this misfortune ; and probably the distressed 
state of the time3 and the increasing diMcnlty of 
procuring religious sul^ects from the mother-house, 
at Bee, induced the Prior> Robert de Rouen, to resign 
his office, and to surrender his convent. His deed of 
resignation and surrender was made at Eton College, 
in the Provost's chambers, on the 22d. day of Nov. 
1461.'* In adopting this measure, he might have 
been influenced by the advice of Thomas, Eiarl of 
Devon, the patron of Cofvyk, who had proved him- 
self a generous benefactor to the new college of 
Eton, tjien recently foupded by King Henry VI. 

On the final resignation by Robert de Rouen, 
Henry VI. applied the revenues of this priory and its 
right of patronage to Eton College ; but, thirteen years 
after, King Edward IV. transferred this donation to 
his favourite abbey of Tavistock. Until the general 
dissolution of religious houses, it continued in the 
possession of this great abbey, when it was granted 
to John Lord Russell, 4th July, SI. Henry Vlll.t 

Aftfer its union with Tavistock, I apprehend. that a 
few Monks were settled in the house, not under the 
government of aperpeiujol Prior, as formerly, bulof 
a Supetior, that was removeable at the discretion of 
the Abbot. , Browne Willis, in p. 7. of the appendtx 
to vol. 2. of his History of Abbies, asserts indeed, that 
*' John Carter was last Prior to Cowic, a cell to Tavi^ 
stock ;" but the registers of the See ot Exeter are per^ 
fectly silent as to the induction of any Priors 'subse*- 
quent to Robert of Rouen.— »In Pope Leo X. Bull, 

• Vid. Append, (dj* 

f Francis^ Earl of Bedford, and William Lord Russell, his sou and heir 
apparent, sold much of their property in St. Thomas's parish^ comprising 
parley and Franklyn, about the feur 1^41. 
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addressed to the Abbot of ., Tavistock, dated Sept. 14, 
A. D. 1517, the priory of Cowyk» as parcel of the 
possession of the said abbey, is expressly exempted 
from the jurisdiotioD, visitation and saperiority of 
the Diocesan and Metropolitan, and is taken under 
the immediate possession of the Holy See. Vid. fol. 
41. vol. 2. Reg^. Bp. Veysey. 

Many of the Coqrtenay family chose the conventual 
church of St. Andrew for their place of interment. 
Hugh Lord Courtenay, Baron of Oakhampton, who 
died in 1291, was buried here; as also Hugh Lord 
Courtenay, who died in^l340 -Vid. Gieaveland's Hist, 
of the Courtenays. Diigdale, p. 791. vol. 1. Monast. 
makes mention of Agnes Courtenay, Countess of 
Devon, who died at Tiverton on the 11th of June, 
A, D. 1340, and was soleujnly interred at Cowyk, on 
the 27th of the same month. 

It is singular, that the scite of this priory can no 
longer be traced with any degree of satisfaction. It is 
clear, however, from Bishlpp Stafford 's Register, (2. vol. 
p. 287> that it was situated at the further extremity of 
St. Thomas' parish, in ultimjs finibus parochie ; and 
again, that it must have stood on the low grounds 
bordering on the Exe : as it appears from the mandate 
already mentioned of King Henry VI. that it was ex- 
posed to the inundations of this river, and had sij^'- 
fered considerable damage 1q consequence.* 

From fol. 22. of Bishop Brooeseombe's Register, we 
learn, that in Oct. 1261, a Vicar was first appointed to 
take charge of the parishioners of Cowic. The Prior 
was then directed to provide the Vicar with a suitable 
dwelling-house, and to pay him an annual stipend 
of five marks of silver, at the four principal ter^is 
of the yeav. Thfeir parochial chapel, dedicated to 
St. Thomas,t the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
dependent on the con venttial church of St. Andrew, 
was situated at the extremity of Exeter bridge^— 



oAi 



• ** Magna pars pouessioDUm prioratO's cuidam magne R%)arie f ocate 
Exe convicina existit ac de ingentibus fluctibus ^ui ibidem annis nuperigiis 
eveneTunt extitit inuttdata : ac Ecdesia «fe ntustrum Prioratfte maximaquH 
pars domorum illius loci, adeo debilia <fe putrida existunt, quod magna par:, 
inde ad terram verosimiliter est casura, nisi custubus non modicis cicius 
adjoveliir <fe relevetur." 

t See Bp. Stniford's R*g. vol. 8, p. 28T, 

c 3 
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<( ad fibem Pohtii^ civitatii^ E'lon super Hpatn 
dtimiiiis dB Exe." To this ehapel all parochial pri- 
vileges ^e^ attiiexedy etbepting^ the ri^ht of boffal, 
<* sepulturiL dantaxa't excepts i^ the place of filler- 
ment for the parish bein^ the eemitelry of St. 
Michael's Chapel, sitoiatied ^itfaoQt the pribrjr ^te, 
*' in Cemiterio Capelle Sci Michaelis extra Portam 
PrforatAs de Cowyk sitaato." This chapel of St. 
Thomas had recently been swept away by an inun- 
dation of the river Exe, ** vi fluminis de Exe nuper 
funditns eversa & irrecuperabiliter coUapsa." lu con- 
sequence of this calamity, the Prior, John de Bonr- 
geanyll, gave a spot of ground, commonly called 
Pyryhay, or Pirihay, su£Bciently large Cor a church 
and a cemitery. This spot is descril^das being at a 
considerable distance from the river, ** k dicto flumine 
& ejus inundatione long^ distante ;'- and as lying in 
the centre of the parish ; and " in medio parochie 
situata." By the joint exertions of the Prior and of 
the parishioners, funds sufficient for tbe erection of 
the present parish church were collected ; und on the 
4th Oct. A. D. 1412, Bishop Stafford consecrated ^his 
sacred edifice ; and, on the following day, the burial 
ground, under the title of St. Thomas the Martyr. 
In the grant to Lord Russell, A. D« 1640, it is styled 
« Parochia Thome Bekket." 

In the Taxatio Bonorum Ecclesiasticorum in Dio- 
cesi Exon, mentioned In the preceding article, I ob- 
serve the following items : — 

£. *. d. 
Prior de Cowyke habet Manerium de Cris- 

tenestowe val 6 18 8 

Maneria de Cowyke & Ex wyke 9 2 

In Parochial de Innardesley (Quare Inward- 

leighe) de redd 5 

De ecclesia de Methe 2 

De portione Yicarie de Ochampton* .. ... 13 4 

Bp. Grandisson returned the following account of 
the property of Cowic Priory, to King Edward III. 
A. D. 1866:— 



<^m 



^Oakhampton ohurcbwos consecitited by Bp. Bronescombe, July 31. 
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Prior de Cowyk optiaet ecclesiam de 

Cowyk cum capellA Sci Thome val 

perannnm ^ Xllttarcarum 

Idem optinet de Sprayton val per an... Cs 
Idem optinet eccU de Cbrystowe yal 

pran *•••• Xmarc. 

Idem optinet eccl^ de Ocbampton t^I 

*pr an • XII lib. 

Idem percipit portionem val annuatim 

ab ecclA de Sampford Courtenay ..•- Ys 
Idem percipit pensionem annuam de 

Eceli de Whymple Courtenay ... II marc 

Cleaveland, in his- history above quoted, informs 
us, p. 135, that the chapels of Halstock, Kenne and 
Stipklepath^ were also subject to the priory of Cowic. 
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St. CATHARINE'S PRIORY, 



AT POLSLO.' 

• 

X HE Benedictine nnnnery of Polslo was founded 
in honor of St. Catharine, by William Lord Brewer, 
the father and founder of the religious houses of Tor 
and DunkeswelL Leiand asserts, in his Collectanea, 
that this nobleman was uncle, by his mother's side, 
(Avunculus) to King John. Matthew of Paris, (in 
Maj. Hist. Angl.) informs us, that he was a great 
counsellor of state during the reigns of Richard I. 
and of John ; and that William Brewer, who was 
consecrated Bishop of Exeter, 1224, was a grandson 
of his (nepos). The sameness of the name has in- 
duced several writers to ascribe the honor of this 
foundation to the Bishop. It is not unlikely that he 
was a great benefactor. 

The Bishops of Exeter were the patrons of this 
convent, and they appear to have discharged their 
trust with great zeal and tenderness. The commu- 
nity comprehended about sixteen persons at least ; the 
names of so many appear at the election of the 
Prioress Juliana de Bruton, A. D. 1347. As the con- 
vent was poor, 1 find it was generally exempted from 
paying the King's tenths ; t and yet, notwithstanding 
their poverty, Queen Philippa wished to charge them 
with the maintenance of Jane Turbeville, a secular 
lady. In the answer of the convent, to be seen in 

* Bore Gules sdword between three Catharine wheels Argt. 
t The nunoeries of Cornwood and CanonlegH, as also St. John's Hospital 
in Exeter, were geikerally exempted. 
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the appendix (e) they represent to hei^ Majesty, that 
it would be a dreadful hardship to support others, 
when their finances were barely sufficient to afford 
themselves the common necessaries of life. However, 
the resource* of the community were considerably 
improved aiid augmented before the dissolution of 
religious houses. 

From the registers so often quoted, and from other 
authentic documents, I am enabled to ofifer the reader 
the following succession of the Prioresses : — 

A. D. 

1. Margaret de Merchardj instituted on the 
25th of Dec. 1267 

Bishop Bronescombe dispensed with the 
defectus natalium quern patiebatur. 

2. Mar^are/ c£e %n<{oii, elected 26th June. 1308 
She died Prioress 25th June, 1321 

3. Marcella Bloyhon succeeded her in the 
following July. 

4. Margaret de FF'ydepole, who died on the 
14th of April, 1347 

5. Juliana de Bruton succeeded in July, 1347 

6. Christina de Seton, who died June 4, 1404 

7. Mathildis Talbot^ confirmed as her suc- 
cessor on the 3d of the following July. 

She died Prioress, Dec. 16, 1438 

N. B. Bishop Lacy, 17. May, 1439, granted 
an indulgence of forty days to all such as 
should ssty a Pater & Ave, for the repose of the 
soul of this Prioress and the souls of all the 
faithful departed. 

8. Isabella Burghe^ admitted Prioress on the 
3d of the following January. 

9. /9a&^//a Tr^te/ronA:, who died in Jan. 1508-9 

10. Cecilia J^fillatony or MilUngtonj suc- 
ceeded Feb. 10th, of the same year. 

She died early in 1530 

N. B. After a longand expensive suit, between 
•this Prioress and the Vicar of Budleigh, Bishop 

Ol^am decided, on the 30th Dec. 1513, that 

the Vicar and his successors should pay 40s. 

per ann. to the convent, instead of tithes. Vid. 

fol. 49. Reg. ad finem. 
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A. V. 

11. Sfargarei lVo«re succeeded 13tb April, 1530 

12. Eleanor ^dnam^ who surrendered her 
convent to Henry VIII. on I9th Feb. 1538. Vid. 
p. 65, vol. 2. Browne WQlis' Hist, of Abbies. 

Pen^ioiM^ grunted May 1, A»no 31, Hewdci 8'. 

£. s. d. 

To Eleanor Sydnam, the Prioress 30 

AgnesCfirej^eyaNuii 5 6 8 

J.aoe Heton, do -• 4 >0 

Jfl^neKelleye 4 

Elizabeth Bennett 4 

AyysWorthie 4 

Ivota Creed 4 

Awstys Ruitwyl 4 

Thomasiqe Cfirewe , 4 

Radegwnde* Tylleye 3 6 8 

Total 66 13 4 



At the DUsolution, the reicenue» 

of Poislo amounted, according 

to Dugdale, to £164 8 11 pr. an. 

According to Speed 170 2 3 

The scite of this convent wcmb granted, 1. Feb. 32. 
Hen. VIII. to Sir . George Cpirewe, a^d Mary, his 
wife, for the term of their natural lives. Vid. (fj 
append. 

In the 3d year of £)dward ,VI. the Crqwn disposed 
of this estate to Jphn, Earl of Warwicli. It after- 
wards passed into the bands of t^e Cbampernoun 
family ; then, by exchange, into the Ailwprths, and is 
now the property pf the P.ark^?•>>pf.^ftitWW• 
^ s. d. 
Priorissa de Poislo fitpiid Poislo tax ad ......' 12 

Do redd ibidem & perquis 16 

Apud Cockespute 1 1 5 

Apud Berstok .0 JO 

Apud Donewald^shjam & Bra/ieford de redd 13 4 
Apud Sigadou & Lyftador & Hecbfeld ...... 15 

Apud Cloxton de redd & perquis..! 2 6 8 

Item ibidem que ta^atur ad 6 

InCivitate Exon de redd 2 
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£, s. d* 

Percipit in ecaU de A.deriou( AjfthtoA) ...•.• 15 

in eocl& de fi«8e-f(rajat 13 4 



This comHMiatty, ^18 U appeal's fjFoni many leases tliat 
I have tieeOypipssesBedlbe wjiole maaor of Poislo. In 
ike parish of Heavitree they had soma property^ 
styled Dyere Lands, pTQg'-Maivbe, and Botham. In 
Clyst they had a messnage, called Crosse Park. In 
Payhembry they possessed the otaAor of C#ekyspitt ; 
and in Exeter they had <>ertaki tenements adjoining 
the Guildhall. 

Ill a lease, bearing date 1. Oct. 15. Hen. VIII. 
I observe the Prioress Cecilia, " tor the ffyne of 
£10 sterlmg, and one peace of Dowlasse," leased 
ontto Henry Hamlyn, ^< Cytesen and Merchaunte 
of the Cytye of Excett/' two meadows in the barton 
of Poislo^ one called Southwood, and the other 
the Horse Mede^^ lying in the west part of the G ret t 
mede of -the convent." 

In another lease, mention is made of a bacn lately 
built inear our lady's chapel of Myochin-Lake, (the 
name of the stream running by Poislo,) '' juxta ca- 
pellam fieate Marie de Mynebinlake." 

Dr. Tanner, in his Nqtitia Monastica, makes men- 
tion of a nunnery of St. Catharine, near Exeter, 
which he distinguishes from the convent at Poislo; 
and he adds, that Sir William Tracy was a consider- 
able benefactor to it 

For the following reasons, 1 am led to conclude 
that this nunnery, and the one at Poislo, are pre- 
cisely the same convent. 1st. The Patron Saint is 
the same in both cases, and indeed the convent at 
Poislo is generally styled the house or priory of St. 
Catharine. — 2nd. Both are acknowledged to be in the 
immediate vicinity of Exeter. — ^3d. The registers of 
the See of Exeter are perfectly silent as to the ex- 
istence of any female community in the neighbour- 
hood, besides the one at Poislo. If any other had 
existed, surely some notice would have been taken 



* See the Taiatio above quoted. 
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of the election or institution of the Prioress, in the 
episcopal records — some benefaction would occur 
in the numerous wills which are there transcribed. 
In some of these wills, not only every religious 
foundation in Exeter and its neighbourhood, but 
almost every charitable institution in the county of 
Devon is specified and remembered ; aad what motive 
can be assigned for omitting this ? With respect to 
Sir William Tracy's benefactions, I answer, that as 
Polslo Nunnery was founded in the reign of Henry II. 
even he ftiay have l)efriended it in its infancy ; for 
he did not die until the year 1174. However, it ia 
not improbable, that it yas another membs^r of that 
powerful family, but of the same name, who has the 
merit of being the benefactor. 

I may here observe, that confusion of names of 
places is not unt^ommon in the works of writers who 
reside at a distance, or who can-not procure access 
to the records and papers which illustrate local his- 
tories. For example, the priory of St. Nicholas has 
been divided into a cell and an hospital, and again 
has been confounded with St. Andrews, at Cowfc. 
Cowicke and Cuick have been made two distinct 
foundations. St. John's Hospital, and the Grey 
Friars, have been mistaken for th^ same establish- 
ment. See Speed, Stevens^and other writers. 
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St. JAMES'S PRIOR Y, 



NEAR EXETER. 

I ■ 

Baldwin de rivers founded this priory of 
St. James, sometimes called Sti Jacob! de Marisco, 
and made 4t dependent on the great Cluniac^ monas- 
tery of St. Martin in the Fields, near Paris, A. D. 1 146- 
Thirteen years after, Rabert Warlewast, Bishop of 
E;ceter, consecrated the cemitery adjoining the con- 
ventual church. 

In a memorandumt of Nicholas Braybrooke, libra- 
rian to Bishop Thomas Bytten, mention is made of a 
collection of documents relating 'to this Priory, and 
formerly belonging to that bishop. A catalogue of 
the manuscripts and charters that were found in the 
treasury of the Exeter Cathedral, in the year 1257, is 
given in Bishop Bronescombe's Register. One of these 
charters was entitled ^^ Confirmatio Theobald! Can- 
tuarie Archiepiscopi de Capelld Monachorum Sanoti 
Jacobi." 

The community was small, consisting of a Prior 
and four Monks. As the convent depended on a 
foreign house, its revenues were often seized by the 
Crown^ " occasione guerre," during the wars between 
England and France. 

The following list of Priors is the best I can 0£fer 
to the reader; 

A. D. 

1. Alured occurs Prior Anno 1157 

2. John^ admitted January 6, 1276-7 

" ■ " ■I I ,. I I I i» I , I m ill !■ I ^l III 

* Thei^reat monastery of Ciuoi, in the diocese of Ma^on, was founded by 
William, the pious Dake of Aquitain, A. D. 910. 
^ See the bejpnnittg of Bp.Bronescombe's Register. 
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A. D. 

.3. Peier de Seyni, who died late in 1304 

4. Siephen succeeded in Nov. that year. 

5. John de Naniolio^ admitted 1st August, 1314 

6. fViUiam de Byiedene. 

N. B. He was a man totally unfit for his office. 
Bishop Grandisson describes his government as 
fatuum <& incautnm, & styles him, yagabundus ife 
nuUibi residens. On the 8th May, 1334, this Bp. 
excommunicated him for refusing to appear be« 
fore his commissioners ; but absolved him four 
months after. 

7. JoAn occurs Prior in 1341 

8. John Lesper^ instituted in November 1349 

9. JoAn <fe J^oi*ctf«l!0r, admitted 10th June, 1^63 

1 0. John Qen^ succeeded 1 2th October, 1 370 
N. B. He was «> religious of Montacute Abbey, 

in Soikiefset^re. His singular' merits Teeom- 
mended him to Bishop -Braotyngham, who t>ol- 
Jated bhn to Ibis vacant Priory^ Vid. fol. 8. vol. 
1. Beg. 

11. HaJjffA^I^esr^saooeeded Feb.;£0, 1374 

12. Jmhn 7%4^/brfl, admitted in Oct. 1399 

14. <Tl99mM Dene^was ffrfor in 1428 

and I believie was the last <tfaattBlkd that ^office. 

Intkeragn df fie<iry VI. this priory was soppffeased^ 
and its mtates w^ere .gra*led<to ^bis new College, .at 
€aAbridge« TiNMq;!! endowed, by the foundets, 
I^Hhthelaodsat Ooteleg,wi<)khalf of «lie^hMy.at 
Topsham and Home lands. near Exeter, and fiooai 
after Ae choroh <^Tivert»D ^ yet tte coaveat was 
far irom'b^mg rich. 

The ixiie of Ms aDeient'prtery isaiow emphaiioally 
ealled the Old Abbey /'but hardly: a vaUge remaina 
to mark its situation. 

Nunc Inlmimaros Paatoris bttcciaa lenti 

Cantat A in^vestris ossibns arva metent. 

' . • 

* Tbii church was tubsequentlj divided into the three portioos or pMbends, 
joallcid Clare, Pitt, and Tydieombe. At ^bat irrecise time this division took 
'phi^, I am yet to learn; bat the fegistersof the See>of^«ter tthuodantly 
-tM^ve>-that -the Court e nay fami ly pr ese nt ed to t he se ^nbend^ ^a»-e«f fy -as 
the inMlile -of the fbi^teenth efentury, Msrly en hundred .ynna liefore 
Westcote, Risdon, and Clea^ieland, suppose then to ^faaverexisted. • Prom a 
passage in fol. 14, of Bp. Brooesooaibe^ Rfe|ri»ter, nd ioDmn, I inagriQed 
that Tjrdicombe portion was originally assigned to St. James' Priory. 
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Propert. 4. 11. 
In the Taxatio I read as follows : — 

Apnd Cowle 13 4 

InCivltate Exonde redd 4 

Apud Sanctam Jacobum 3 

Apad Gothelegh de redd I 

Apad Donnesford ••• 3 

In parrocbi4 de Holecombe de redd ......... 15 



In Bisbop Brantyngbam^s fteg^ster is tbe following 
menorahdam : — ^'Radnlfas Legh Prior Sci Jacob! 
optinet unam portionem in EcclesiA de Tiyerton val. 
pr. annum, A lib." 

Ex fol. 76. Reg. Waited Bronescombe. 

" In. festo Epiphanie Anno 1276 apad Peynton^ 
Dnus Epus admisit fra^reih Johem Monaehum ad 
Prioraium Soi Jacob! juxta Exon vacantem, ad pre- 
s^ntationem Religfosorum vironi Prioris & Conventds 
iSci Martini de Campis, Parisiis, sub h&c formA. 

Rererendo In Xto Patri ac Domiqo Dei grA Exon 
Epo, jfrater Petras Prior bumilis Sci Martini de Cain* 
pisy , Parisiis, totusque ejusdem loci Convenes, salu- 
tem & braiiohes ad b^um'humiles & devo'tas. 

Ad Prioiraiani nostrum Sci Jacob! juxta Exon 
nunc vacanteniy fratrem lobem mohacbum nostrum, 
votiis latorem presencium presentamus, Paternltatem 
yestram rosantes, quatentis prefatum lobem, ^ ad re- 
gimen predict! l^rioratijils admittere & Ipsum in eodem 
instituefe velitis & eidem inhegociis predict! Pl^ibratAs 
agendis, si placet, cpn.siliam<& auxllium impendisttlSy 
Valeat bene /& dl,u Vestra Paier];iitas Keverenda. 
Datum A JO. 1276, Die DbmiHicA in tigili& Sci Mat- 
ihei Apli." 
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COLLEGIATE CHURCH, 



AT CREDITON.' 

X HE church of the Holy Cross, at Crediton, though 
deprived of its brightest gem, by the removal of the 
pontifical dignity, A. D. i050, to the city of Exeter, 
was ever regarded as the first in rank airrong the 
collegiate churches in the diocese. For a consider- 
able time she . appeared to emulate the magnificent 
establishment of her more favoured sister, the cathe- 
dral of Exeter ; she could shew her eighteen Canons, 
and her eighteen Vicars — she was rich iii relicks — she 
was distinguished with many privileges bjthe See Apos- 
tolic — a»d the ctiocesahs themselves loved to dwell 
in her bosom, and to give her frequent proofs of their 
affectionate veneration. But every thing sublunary has 
its revolutions By degrees, the church of the Holy 
Cross, at Crediton, was neglected; her revenues were 
reduced; and she saw herself necessiti^ted to move in 
a mor^ contracted sphere, and to diminish the splen- 
dour of divine worship. 

Bishop Broiiescombe, t whose very soul was . in- 
flamed with the noble ambition of promoting: the 
, ■ ■ i. i . ! ., ^ : 

* I have seen an impression of the common seal of this church, appen- 
dant to a deed for alienating the Prebend of Hempstill. The deed is dated 
from the chapter-houfe of Crediton, 20th August, 26 Henry VIII. Unfortu- 
nately most of the inscription was lost, or defaced ; bat the seal was circu- 
lar, and bore a Calvary Cross, -with two angels above, and two at the ftet^ 
in an attitude of veneration. 

t This venerable Bishop istaxedbyHoker, Godwin, and others, with Laving 
fraudulently obtained the patronage of Clist Fomeson parish, now called 
Sowton; but a document in iHi Bishop's Register victoriously refutes this 
inconsiderate accusation. It demonstrates that a fair and legal exchange of 
lands took place between the Prior and the Bishop — that the latter paid 
down twenty pounds of silver, and bound himself to pay a yearly acknow- 
ledgment at Midtummer. 
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greater glory of the Almighty, was moved with com* 
passion at the sight of Her faliea gr/eatness^- apd he 
was determined to reinstate her: nor did he desist 
from his purpose, until he had restored to her the six 
Canons and the six Vicars, which were wanting 
to complete her ancient establishment. Daring his 
episcopate, tfie churches of Coleridge, Eglosheil and 
Lanante/ were appropriated to this collegiate church* 
Se« foL 42. 51-62 of his Register. 

A singular event is recorded in foL 107. of BUhop 
Stapeldon^s Registw, which must have contributed to 
increase the pubMc vjeneration towards the church of 
Crediton. A* person called Thomas Orey, a fuller by 
trade, and who had the misfortune of being totally 
blind, arrived at Crediton from Keynesham, in the 
diocese of Bath, on Wednesday before the Feast of 
St, Peter ad Vinculaj (Aug. 1.) in the year 1315. On 
the above-mentioned feast. Bishop Stapeldon cele- 
brated solemn mass in the collegiate church. . Between 
the ^istle and the gospel, Thoiiias Orey, who was 
intent at his prayers before the altar of St. Nicholas, 
in the said church, was instantaneously restored to 
sight. After mass, the miracle was reported to* the 
Bishop, who prudently observes, " de taUbus nimis 
facile credi non debebit ;" and he gave orders for the 
man to remain in the church, until he should be 
ready to examine him. Accordingly, he made him 
appear before bim, in the adjoining chapel of our 
Lady, and in the presence of several witnesses, Thomas 
took his oath on the holy gospels, and deposed, that 
after dinner, on Thursday in the last Easter week, He 
fell asleep, near the door of his dwelling-house, at 
Keynesham, in good health, and in the coqnplete en** 
joyment of sight i that he awoke totally blind ; 
and from tbattin|ie had not been able to distinguish o^ 
single object. Being asked by the Bishop,, on what 
finger, and on what hand, he wore l\is episcopal ring» 
and many . other questFoos, he returned, in every 
instance, the clearest aud most satisfactory answers.- 
Several persoiis, who were his neighbours at Key- 
nesham, bore testimony to bis blindness. Joeing 
askefd h^nv he came to think of eoming to Crediton, 
iie replied, he had dreamt, that, if he should visit the 

JD 
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church of the Holy Cross there, he should cer- 
tainly recover his sight. His wife being questioned 
as \o the truth of her husband's assertions, confirmied 
them upon oath. The Bishop proceeded to examine 
some inhabitants of Crediton, who had seen Thomas 
Orey since his arrival, and they declared, that they 
entertained no doubt of his former blindness. On 
this evidence, the Bishop considered himself justified 
in ordering a solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God, 
for this manifestation of his mercy and power ; and 
it was immediately performed with the accustomed 
ceremonies. 

In fol. 9. vol. 2. of Grandisson's Register, I meet 
with the following ordinance of that zealous and 
munificent Prelate. Observing, as he says, that the 
service of the choir was not performed with suitable 
dignity and solemnity in this collegiate church, he 
appointed four boys, vocem puerilem habentes, to 
sing in surplices, during the celebration of the divine 
oiBce ; as alsd four young clerks, vocem virllem 
habentes, but who were not to be in Prfest's orders. 
Of these latter, one was to have charge of the 
sacristy, books and ornaments, under the controul of 
the treasurer ; another was to have the charge of the 
bells ; a third was to be stationed near the high altar, 
to look after the oblations, and to see that ^* the 
Canons were not defrauded of their wax, or the 
Vicars of their money ;" and the fourth was to in- 
struct the children in singing, and to inspect their 
morals. For the support of these eight choristers, 
the following pensions were to be collected at Easter 
and Michaelmas, in equal portions : — 

From the Precentor i 16s. 

From each of the Prebends, called de la Pole, 

Hempstill, and Stowford I4s. 

From each of the Prebends, called Aire, Rlgge^ 

and Wodelonde 12s. 

From Carswell, Coombe,'^ and la Crosse IDs. 

From Cridie, and Westsanford 8s. 

From the six bursal Prebends, or those founded 

or restored by Bishop Bronescombe 2s. 

* This Piebead must be Uw same as Prus$comb€, Umi so often occurs jq 
the registers. 
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I may here observe, that the three principal digni- 
taries of the church of the Holy Cross, were 

1. The Precentor. He had the direction of the 
choir service. He was the head of the chapter, and 
to him, as such, most of the episcopal mai^dates are 
addressed.^ An estate, or prebend, called Wool- 
grove, was attached to this dignity. 

2. The Treasurer, who had the charge of the 
fabric, and of every thing within the church. Cars- 
well Prebend was annexed to his office. If the 
Treasurer resigned, he was bound to pay twenty shil- 
lings, ad fabricam ecclesie. 

3. The Dean, who was invariably the Vicarius 
Perpetuus qui habet totius parochie de Crediton curam 
animarum — fol. 30-31, vol. 2. Regist. Veysey. Bishop 
Grandisson, fol. 21S. vol. 1. Regist. describes him as 
•a rural Dean. In consequence of the laborious duty 
of attending to the spiritual concerns of so large a 
parish, the Dean was exempted from the obligation 
«f assisting at the regular office of the choir, except 
on particular occasions. For his better support, and 
^o enable him to keep liospitaiity, he had the emolu- 
ments arising from two stalls in the choir, and a fur- 
ther yearly allowance of twenty-five shillings and four- 
pence. — Vid. fol. 9. vol. 2. Regist. Grandisson. And 
yet his revenue was inferior to that of the Precentor ; 
for, in fol. 62. vol. 3. of Lacy's Regist. the precentor- 
ehip is valued at nine marks, and the deanery at 
•eight marks. 

As far as I can collect, the nave of this collegiate . 
church was reserved for the use of the parishioners, 
the choir being appropriated to the members of the 
college. 

The funds of the church, though ver^ consider- 
able, (for they amounted, at the Dissolution, to £322, 
pr. an.) were insufficient to keep the fabric in proper 
repair. In the will of William Langton, (who is 

* In certaio oburcbes, both Jieie and abroad, the Preoentor lieeded Ulii 
Chapter. As an instance in this country, we may oite the cathedral chtitch 
of St. David, in Wales : as an example in foreign coontries, we nnay men- 
tion the chnrcb of Palermo, in Sicily. " Cantoriie dignitas prima est^poai 
Pontificatum:— Primus fert suffragium in Capituio, quod ipse oogit com 
libuerit.— See the learned work of Pirto, entitled l^otitin SiciU^nsiura 
Eeclesiarum, p. 274. 
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buried in the Magdalene Chapel of Exeter Cathedral ») 
preserved io Bishop Stafford's Register, and which 
is dated January 29, A. D. 1413-4, I observe a consi- 
derable legacy towards the repair of the nave, which 
was then in a state of ruin, " navis que jam fere ad 
terraoi est prostrata," The dimensions of the ancj^n t 
church are given in William of Worcester's Survey, 
temp. Hen. VI.— See 2. B. Willis' Hist, of Abbies, 
p. 325. 

*^ Iiongitudo Ecclesise Collegii de Kirton cum Ca- 
pella Beatae Mariae continet 120 de steppys meis 
(N. B« One of his steps was two feet). Latitudo 
Ecdesise cum elis & brachiis dictas Ecelesiae 50 steppys 
de me& mensur&. Latitude Navis Ecclesiae cum 
duabus elis continet 32 steppys. Item sunt 6 Archus 
in Navi Ecclesiee : Item Navis Ecclesiae continet 
circa 14 de Steppys meis." 

The present fabric must have been erected but a 
very short time previous to the dissolution of the 
college : for Leland tells us, that it bore no marks of 
antiquity. He should have excepted, however, the 
south porches and the Lady Chapel. 

In the appendix wilUbe given the form of the Pre- 
centor's and Vicar's oath ; as also an inventory of 
the church ornaments, taken in May, 1524. C9) 

Richard Erinton, Precentor, Walter Mugg and 
George Mason, members of the college, subsciibed to 
the supremacy of the King, July 23, A. D, 1534. 

In the Episcopal Registers, frequent mention is 
made of the Hospital of St. Lawrence, at Crediton. 
The place of Custos or Warden of the establishment 
was absolutely at the Bishop^s disposal. Most 
generally it was given to some Monk; very fre- 
quently to a member of the Holy Trinity House, at 
Hondeslowei in the London diocese. Near the cha- 
pel pf St. Lawrence, a Seclusorium, or place of retire- 
ment for a single Recluse,"!^ was founded by Bishop 
Brewer, A. D. 1^43, vid. Cartam fundationis, at the 
ead of Bronescombe's Register. 

* ImtUBces of Recluses residing near obarcbes and chapels, frequently 
ooeac in. the re^^sters. 1 meet with persons foUoMring this mode of living in 
St Leantrd's Churoh-yard, Exeter; near St. Agnes' Cbnpel, in PilCon 
CiiuEcb*yard ; near our Saviour's Chaj[xel on Ottery Bridge ; at Dodbrook ; 
ai Bodmin ^ and other places. 
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King Edward VI* by letters patent, dated 2 April, 
in the 1st year of his reign, erected and constituted a 
corporation at Crediton, of twelve persons (three of 
whom were always to be inhabitants of Sandford 
Hamlet) by the name of " The twelve governors of the 
hereditaments and goods of the church of Crediton." 
To this corporation, the King granted the parish 
church of Crediton ; the chapel of St. Swithin in 
Sandford ; and the church of Exminster ; of all 
which, the extended yearly value was £62 5s. 4d, 
His Majesty was further pleased to found and esta* 
blish a free grammar school in the parish, to be called 
"The Kyng's newe Gramer Scole of Credytbn."— ^ 
The nomination of the sehool- master and of the 
Vicars of Crediton and Exminster, was left to the 
absolute will and discretion of the Corporation. 

From a fact stated in these letters patent, I think 
it not improbable that Henry VIII. had intended to 
demolish this collegiate church, for the sake of 
the materials, as he did so many others; but that* he 
was diverted from this intention by the sum of £200, 
which King Edward VI. acknowledges had been 
faithfully paid to his father by the inhabitants and 
parishioners of Crediton.* 

Queen Elizabeth, by letters patent, dated 5th July, 
2nd year of her reign, enlarged her brother's grattt, 
by making over to the Corporation the tithes and 
lands formerly belonging to St. LAwrenee's Hospital 
already mentioned ; the tithes formerly belonging to 
the twelve Prebends, and the tithes of Crediton and 
Sandford, once appi^rtaining to the college; re- 
serving to herself and successors the yearly rent 
of £100. She also considerably augmented the 
salaries of the schoolmaster, and of the incumbents 
of the churches already mentioned. 

* Amongst many churches redeemed A'om deeitPUDtioii, dunog iHs reign- 
of sacrilege and terror, we may instance St. Alban's, which the toatwrnea 
purchased for ^£400. • 
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PLYMPTON PRIORY.* 

M. HE original beginning of this Priorie (says^ 
Leland, vol. 3. Itinerary, p. 35>) was after this Fas- 
€5lon. Oi^ William Ware wist, Bishop of Excester, 
displeasid with* the Chanons or Prebendaries- of a 
Fre Chapelle of the foundation of the Saxon Kings, 
because they wold not leve the^p Conq^bines, -found 
naeanes to dissolve their College, wherein was a Dean 
OF Provost, and four Prebendaries, with other minis- 
ters. Then he set up at Plymptoa. a Priorie of 
Canons Regular, and after was there buried lii^ the 
Chapitre house. Diverse Noblemen gave after lauds 
to this priorie, among whom was Walterus de Yalle 
Torti, Lord of Tremerton in Cornewal, and as sum 
say of Totenes. He gave onto Plympton Priorie the 
isle of St. Nicholas cum cuniculis conteyning a two 
acres of ground or more, and lying at the mouthes 
of Tamar and Plym ryvers." So far Leland. 

Plympton priory,, of the order of Canons Regular 
of St. Augustine, was dedicated to the apostles Peter 
and Paul. It was certainly the richest monastery in 
the county of Devon. A catalogue- of its Priors is 
given in the 2nd vol. of B. Willis' Hist, of Abbies. 
Of its accuracy, until the middle of the thirteenth 
century, I am not competent to judge ; but from 
that period, till the dissolution of the house, I know 
it to be very lame and imperfect. The register's of 
the Bishops of Exeter will furaish a much better guide^ 

A. D. 

1. Ralphs appointed the first Prior 1 121 



* Bore the arms of the See of Exeter, from its founder, Bisbop William 
Warlewast. 
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A. D.- 

2. &^^, elected ia 1128 
N. B. Whilst he was Prior, the chapel of our 

Lady within the Castle of Exeter, with its four 
Prebends, was granted by William Avenel, to 
Plympton monastery. See the charter, p. 9. 
vol. 2. of the Monasticon. 

3. Itic^aj^^i succeeded in 1160 

4. Johriy elected as his successor in 1 169 
6. ilfar/i/i followed, in 1176 
N. B. He rebuilt the priory church from the 

ground, which continued in being, as Leland 
tells us, until the dissolution of the house. 

6. Johfiy admitted Prior in 1188 

7. Robert Isblincion succeeded in 1202 

8. Anthony, appointed as his successor in 1214 

9. Richard de Brugis followed in 1225 
10 Robert de Motion in 1236 

1 1 . Baldvoiny elected in 1 25 1 

12. Robert de Blundon, confirmed as Bald- 
win's successor on the Feast of all Saints, Nov. 1, 1263 
by Bishop Bronescombe. 

13. Peter de Sancto Anionio^uoceeded in 1273 

14. Richard de Tregoneyy elected in 1280 

15. John (called by Willis de la Sturt), occurs 

in the registers in 1304 

16. Matthew de Mimminglond succeeded, and 
died very early in i332 

N. B. During his government, the priory was 
overcharged with debts. Vid. fol. 18. vol. 2. 
Reg. Grandissoni. 

17. John de Englebotsme, instituted on the 
28th March, 1332. 
He died 14th Sept. 1347. 

18. Robert de Forde succeeded Nov. 3, 1347 

19. Thomas Denlyth. 

20., Radutfus Person occurs in 1373 

He died very late in 1379. 

21. John Shaldon succeeded on the 27th of 
the following February. 

He died in the spring of 1422. 

22. Nicholas Selman confirmed as his succes- 
sor on the 4th of May, • 1422 
He died March 1, 1434-5. 
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A. D.. 

29, Richard Breden succeeded oi^ the 21st of 
the same mpnth and year. I]is death liappeued 
on the '18th bet. 1437 

24- Robert BoySy in$litute4 Prior thirteen 
days after. 
He died 14fh April, i44a 

25. WiUiam Hylle^ eonfirmed as his successor 
on the 3d of the ensuing May, and resigned bis 
office, on account of his age and infirmities, ip 
Jply, 1462 

2Q. Robert Denbawde succeeded him on the 
5th of the following August. 

27. David BercUj I think, was instituted Prior 
early in 1479 
He died on 13th March, 1507-8. 

28. John Ryse confirmed as his successor by 
Bishop Oldam, 31st March, 1508 

29. John David^ the Sub-Prior, succeeded, 
and died early in 1521-2. 

SO. John Howe^ the last Prior^ succeeded 
March 8, 1521-2 

Oil the 5lh of August, A. D. 1534, he subscribed, 
with twenty Monks, to the King's supremacy. After 
the dissolution of his house^ be retired to Exeter 
College, Oxford, and was still alive in 1553. 

The following annuities were granted to the reli- 
gious of this house, 16. May, 31. Hen. VIII. 

<£. s. d« 

To John Howe, the Prior., 120 

William Pyeres 10 

Richard Keyser 10 

Barnard Cole 6 13 4 

Henry Luxton 7 

John Pereman 6 13 4 

JohnNicolles 6 13 4 

John D^rke • 6 

JohnWymond 6 

Simon Savery 6 

Robert Rudge 5 6 8 

Robert Demond 5 6 8 

John Ferrys 5 6 8 

Thomas Wilcpcks 5 
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£ s. d. 

Ralph Savage •' ,... 4 13 4 

Joha BedforU 4 13 4 

Edward Marten 4 13 4 

Robert Heroa 4 13 4 

The auaual revreaues of Plymptou Priory auaouuted 
lo £912 12s. 8d. 

The following dacuments will afford a tolerable 
idea of the immense ohiirch patroiiage which it 
formerly enjoyed. We may remark, once for all,, 
that app^ropriations were granted to religious houses, 
for the^^Tomxrtton of hospitality and charity; "ad 
hospitum ac pauperum sustentationem." 

*Universis presentes literas inspecturls Johannes,, 
^c. salutem in sinceris ainplexibus Salvatoris. Inter 
eetera que nostrum animum insultibus impetunt suc- 
cessivis, illud nos frequeati meditatione perurget, 
ut Viri Religiosi nobis Diocesano jur-e subjecti, ob 
Hlius, GUI suam integritatem spoataneA voluntate 
devoverunt reverenciam, vitatis noxiis causarum 
strepitlbus quibus plerumque plus debito se invol- 
vunt, liberius <& quietiussuo inserviant Creator!. Sane 
oum olim per Ecclesiam, Civitatem & tofam Diocesii» 
nostram Exon Diocesand auetoritate Visitationis 
officio fungeremur, comperimusdilectos iSlios Priorem 
dr Conventum Monasterii Plympton, Ordinis Sanctt 
Augustini, nostri Patronattis <& Diocesis, per varia 
loca nobis Diocesano jure subjecta, Eeclesias & Cuh 
pellas dlstinctas, Parochias <& Parocbianos, curamque 
animarum, habentes, Pijtcipnes quoque Decimarum 
&JPensiqnes inferius designatas tenere & percipere 
velut in usus proprios perpetuo possidenda^, viz. 
Beatorum Peirii^^ Plympion ubi degant cum ca/i£//<i 
Sancte Marie 4* ^ncH Thome de Plympioif^ de 
Bruvlon & de fFemby^ de Plympslock 6c Sheare ac 
Sawic^ford ab eadem dependentibus Ecclesiam Saudi 
Anl^nmit cum capella Sanote Gerende ab eadetn 
dependente, Eeclesias de Lanborn de Macre 6s. de- 
V Suione cum capeltaHde Botiockishide ab eadem de- 
pendente, de Eckebokelond^ Dene 6l Tarnation cum 
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% TiM wgsd Pauli is omitted. t It sboiild be SaneU Antooii.. 
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capetljl Sci MarUni de Martystowe ab e&dem depen- 
dente ; de Sancte Marieslowe cum capella de ThriB- 
shelstone & Sci Jacobi Inchewode ab e&dem depen- 
dentibus, necnon Capellam Sancte Marie de Maresco 
prope Exoniam una cum ^ecimi s, juribus &, pertinen- 
oiis ecclesiarum predictarnm, porciones quoqne deci- 
marum<&; oblationum> viz. medieiaiem ipsarpm perveni- 
entium ad ecclesiam Sancte Gerende (exceptis terris 
nostris Dominicis ibidem) Peneiones insuper annuas 
XII marcarum Sterlingorum in Ecclesi&de Uggebnrgh 
— V marcarum de Exemynsier — XL solidorum de 
Nyweton — Cs de Islyngion — XLs de Siockiniynhide X 
marcarum de Blackaueion — X marcarum de Brites- 
. towe — I marce de Braiton — I marce de Mewy — I marce 

"y^v Sci Jusii — II marcarum de Lanhern & V librariim 

cere de Pelreslavy^ ecclesils nostre Diocesis: — necnon 
VI marcarum sterlingorum in nostrd Ea:on Ecclesid 
de singulis Preb^ndis singulorum Canonicorum Pre- 
bendariorum dicte Ecclesie cum ab h&c luce mrgra- 
verint vel per ingressum Religionis absolute vacaverint 
Vicari^ su4. Cum itaque super premissis omnibus & 
singulis fecissemus dictos Priorem & Conventum 
coram nobis ad dictos dies <& ad dictum locum ad 
judicium legitimum evocari, proposituros rationes, 
munimenta, titulos & jura, quorum pretextu, Ecctesias, 
Capellas, Decimarum Porciones & Pensiones predic- 
tas se legitime adepfos dicant <& licit^ posse tenere, 
percipere & habere, Frater Robertus de Fforde Sub- 
Prior dicti Monasterii, dictorum Prioris& ConventAs 
Procurator ad hoc sufficienter constitutus coram nobis 
comparens, pro eis proposuit in 'form& juris, dictos 
Priorem <& Conventum Dominos suos fuisse <& esse 
jure <& titulis sufficientibus super assecutione, llberi 
retentione & perceptione licit A Ecclesiarum, Capel* 
larum & Decimarum, Porcionum & Pensionum predic- 
tarum communitos. Idemque Procurator, premissd 
hac adjectione, jurando proposuit, quod dicti Prior 
& Conventus Plympton & eorum Predecessores dictas 
Ecelesias & Capellas cum suis juribus <& pertinenciis 
universis tanqnam sibi & Monasterio suo Plympton, 
cafionice appropriatas <& unitas pacifice tenuerunt <& 
possiderunt, scientibus, pacientibus, immo verius ap- 
probantibus Venerabifibus Patribus Episcopis Exon 
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k tempore quod excedit memoriam bominum <& ma' 
jorum: quodque Deeimarum Porciones & Pensiones' 
predictas pacifice & quiete perceperuut fantQ tem- 
I^re quod diu ante septam^ Visitationem nostram, 
hujusmodi dicti Prior <& Conveatus jus percipiendi 
eas legitime preseripseruut. Exhibitis igitur, per 
Procuratorem predictum proeurationis nomine die to- 
rum Dominorum suorum ad probationem premtasorum 
nonnallis Apostolicis & pluribus aliis Predecessoram 
BOfltrorum Exon Episcoporam, ae Eeciesie nostra 
Exon Capituli, aliorumque quorum intererat, literis^ 
& instrun^entis produetis & quibusdam testibus jura- 
tis <& exahiinatis, & eorum attestationibus publicatis 
<& discossls, habitd nobiseum <& cum Petitoribus ssuper 
premissis visis 4^ dMigenteF reeensitis, deliberatione 
plenari^ <& frequenti, quia manifeste invenimus pro- 
pofiita hujusmodi per dietum Procuratorem snfficien- 
ter <& legitime probata esse, Nos JoHES, <&c* Epis* 
copus predietus^ Christi nomine invocato, de juribus 
Petitorum,. nobis assidencium consilio, dictas Eccle- 
sias <& Capelias dictis Priori & Conventui ao eorura 
Monasterio predioto legitime coneessas, appropriatas 
<& unitas, ac coneessiones & appropriationes hujus- 
modi validas, necnon Porciooum & Pensiouum pre- 
dictarum perceptiones justas fuisse & esse, eosque 
exhabundanti premissa omnia & singula legitime pre < 
scripsisse, prout hec omnia in Petitione Summari^ per 
dictum Procuratorem nomine quo supra coram nobis 
judicialiter oblatA, petita erant, premiss^ vocatione 
debits omnium quorum interest in hiis scriptis, per 
nostram diffinitivam sententiam pronunciamus, de- 
cernimus <& deelaramus <& nominamus & adjudicamus 
eisdem. In quorum omnium testimonium presentes^ 
Literas seu presens publicum Instrumentum per Ro- 
bertum Piek^ clericum, auctoritate Apostolic^ Nota* 
Hum Publicum infrascriptum,. scribi, & publicari 
mandamus & nostri sigilli appensione munfri. Datum 
<& actum in Manerio nostro de Clyst III^ die Marcil 
Anno Dni MCCCXXXIV. . 

In the taxatio already quoted, mention is made of 

the following annuities to Plympton Priory: , 

^^■»— — — »— ^.— ^^— — — — ^i^fc^— — i-— ^— ■ — »^— — i^— — ^— — — ^ii ■ f^*^ 

• Coeptam. 



S6 

£ B. d. 
Prior Plympton percipit in Ecdesi&Sci Johis 

de Arcobus Exonie 10 

T.n ecclesi4 de Exmynster 3 6 8 

In ecclesiA de Stok 2 

De ecclesi^ de Downe 8 

De Anetote 6 13 4 

De eeclesid de Ugebnrgh 8 

1^ De eeclesiA de Mewy 18 4 

^^ De Ilistimton (Ilsington) 5 

De ecclesii de Bratton 5 & S 

De eeclesia SciJusli 1 10 

De eeolesia SciMaugani 16 8 

j In fol. 31. vol. 3. of Grandisson's Register, it is 
' stated, that the priory received an annual pension of 
fifty marks from the vicarage of Sutton. 

In fol. 156. of the same volnme, the Bishop 
informs us, that the church of Stoke paid 40s. per an. 
to the priory, and the church of Exminster, <£61 3s. 4d. 

The following statement of the property of Plymp- 
ton Priory is extracted from the Taxatio so often 
quoted : — 

£. 8. d. 
Prior de Plympton habet'in Plympton, Reg- 

^^79 Synford, So tan A, Beringdoni and 

Brastone 7 18 8 

Manerde Dane 6 3 

Maner de Neweton, Bealithleng and Primry- 

ton r 8 11 4 

Apud Tamerten, Martinescombe, Kentebere 1 19 4 

Apnd Combe Rowaldone 18 

Apud la Flor Trisselton, Waterfall, & Sachi 3 14 

In Decanatu de FlympCon de redditibus^. 10 

Apud Cornewode 3 

Apud la Elme 6 

Apud Swineston 13 4 

Apud Hasewill 6 

Apud Appildereslade 5 

Apud Westonesham 13 4 

Apud la More juxta Langhitris 10 

Apud la Mere splet 7 

A pud^ Lamtride Crispin 6 8 

Apud Ermside 4 
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£ s. rf. 

Apud Worth Hele 18 

De terrA le Cole , 2 

De terr4 de MaddewiU ., 18 

De Brok 2 

De Gradinton 3 

ApadTettwill 3 

Apud Combe ..., 4 

De la Keer 3 6 

ApadlaFenne 8 

Apud Mkl^ton 6 

Apud Stownahill 4 

Apud Sharygcombe 6 8 

Apud Maneton 8 

Apud Lorckecombe , :.... 13 4 

Apud la More 16 

Apud Donesldiok 5 

Apud Lampford Q 16 

Item apud Benched onn 3 

Apud Shoetrng" 6 8 

Apud Tormebury 12 

Apud CrepetcMin '. 6 

Item babet in CornubiA m Decimis in E«t- 
wyneshir & Poudyrshyr, apud Tredenhale, 
simul Hende & Tridinet, Colewode & Te- 

nestrint que taxantur ad 2 8 

Apud Sanctum AntoDium de redd 3 12 lo 

Item in CornubiA apud Lanhow de redd 4 3 

Item de redd molend & perquis . 1 14 4 

Apud Ornell <&; Macre que taxatur ad.. 16 8 

Summa Plympton £53 7 8 

Decime £5 6 9| 

Within the cemitery of the conventual church at 
Plympton, was a parochial chapel dedicated to St. 
Mary. As a mark of dependence, the parishioners 
had been accustomed, from time immemorial, to assist 
at dirine service, in the conventual church, on the 
feast of its dedication ; as also to receive there the 
West Psalms on Palm Sunday, and to walk in the* pro- 
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cession. Bishop Lacy confirmed these customs on 
the 21st of March, 1436.— Vid. foi. 140. vol. 3. Regist. 

The priory possessed, in the City of Exeter, a gar- 
den, situate near the Bishop's palace ; a large house 
at the Eastern corner of the entrance from Fore- 
street into St. Mary Arches'-street, now occu- 
pied by Mr. Coldridge, ironmonger; also a house 
and garden in the parish of St. Mary Major. This 
tenement was in Cookea Eewe, and was let by the 
last Prior to John Alyn, 16. September, 15. Hen. 
Vlll. In the lease before me, it is thus de- 
scribed :— " illud tenementum nostrum cum suis 
pertinenciis situatum in civitate Exon in quodam vico 
ibidem vooato Le Cokerewe inter dictum vicum 
ex parte Orientali & tenementum heredis Johis Speke 
Miiitis ex parte Occidentali & tenementum nostrum 
proprium ex parte Boreali & tenementum Decani & 
Capituli Ecclesie Cathedral Exon ex parte Australi." 

Two religious cells depended on this great monas- 
tery : one of St. Anthony, in Cornwall ; the other 
of St. Mary de Marisco, in the vicinity of Exeter.-— 
At the dissolution of religious houses, I observe in 
a lease now before me, that the royal plun4erer, 
on the 21. January, 81. Hen. VIII. granted to 
Henry Thomas, of London, yeoman, for the term of 
twenty-one years, at the rate of £27 per ann. the 
priory of St. Anthony, with its appurtenances ; viz. 
£6 14s. 4d. were to be paid for, what are called, " the 
Damayne lands of the Priorie," 65s. and 8d. for the 
mills ; 100s. for the rectory of St. Anthony ; and £12 
for the rectory of St. Gerend. 

St Mary's de Marisco, now called Marsh Barton, 
was founded in the reign of Henry III. Leland incor- 
rectly states it to have been a cell to St. Anthony's 
Priory, already mentioned. At the dissolution . of 
religious houses, the scite was granted by Henry VIII^ 
to James Coffin and Thomas Godwin. 

In foL 89. vol. 1. of Bishop Stafford's Register, is 
given an account of d^ repaarkabie occurrence that 
took place^in this cell or priory. The Bishop asserts, 
that John Sutton, a servant and cook in the house, 
was a most violent and passionate man 4 and that. 
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after having; employed the most scurrilous language 
against Thomas Cryer, a regular Canon of Plympton, 
who happened to be in the hall of the priory, he pro- 
ceeded to attack him with a drawn dagger # The 
Canon, seeing no means of escaping, was necessitated 
to stand on self defenq^, and seizing a stick, which 
he luckily spied in a corner of the room, he struck the 
villain a severe blow in the head. A doctor was sentt 
for to examine the wound ; but the obstinate and ma- 
iicious man would conform to no directions, nor suffer 
any applications, and he died three days after. 
Thomas, conceiving himself to have incurred irre- 
gularity, abstained from the exercise of his priestly 
functions ; but, on mature consideration of the case, 
Bishop Stafford pronounced, on the 5tl^ September, 
AID. ]409, that the Canon was entirely free from 
blame, and of course was clear from any ecclesiastical 
irregularity. 

On referring to the taxation of King Edward I. we 
find the following particulars concerning the property 
of this establishment. 

Custos loci Beate Marie de Marisco habet * 
terram in Decanatu de Ken que taxatur cum 
Instauroad 13 4 

In Civttate Exon de redd 5 3 9 



Summa 6 7 1 



Decima 12 8 
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In the Episcopal Registers, frequent mention is 
made of the Franciscan convent at Plymouth. j 

There was also in Plymouth a community of Car- 
melites, or ^\¥Vhiie Friars J^ Bishop Stapeldon 
licensed their establishment there by his letters of 
28. September, 1314, at the desire of King Edward II. 
In fol. 48. vol. l.of Bishop Brantyngham's Register, 
we read that their Prior, Henry Sutton, was excom- 
municated for presuming to absolve in a reserved 
case. This convent coatinues to give its name to a 
street and lane in its vicinity. 
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TAVISTOCK ABBEY.* 



J. HIS illustrious Abbey, dedicated to the Blefised 
Virgin and St. RumoD^t Bishop and Confessor, was* 
beguD by Ordgar, Earl of Deyon> in ^1, and com* 
ploted by bis son Ordulph. About thirty-six years 
after its foundation, it was burnt and destroyed by 
the Danish invaders during the calamitous reign of 
King Ethelred. But it soon rose, a Phoenix from 
its ashes ; and though not so opulent as the Priory of 
Plympton, yet it was far superior in point of dignity 
and of local situation ; and it eclipsed every religious 
house Jn Devensbire, in the extent, convenience 
and magnificence of its bnildings. The Kings of 
England, from the conquest at least, were reputed 
its founders and patrons. 

ABBOTS OF TAVISTOCK. 

A. D. 

1. Aimer, who is described in the cartulary 
of the abbey as a good scholar, and exemplary 
for his piety to God and charity to man. He 
was doomed to witness the utter destruction of 
his monastery by the Danish invaders* How long 
he survived this catastrophe is uncertain. 

2. Idvingue. He was originally a Monk of St. 
Swithin's monastery at Winchester. His benefac- 
tions and services to Tavistock Abbey, entitle him 
to the napie of its second founder. " Per Ordga- 

• Arms of the abbej^ — Vuir, Or <fe Azure : on a Chief of the first, two 
Mullets Gules. 

t Si. Rumon's festival was oelelirated at Tavistoclr, on (he 4th 9f 
January, with a fair of three days. This Saint was an Irish Bishop. Tho 
historj' of his life had perished before William of Malmesbury's time : pro- 
bably before the Danish if}?aslon.s; Vid. Gul. Maloiesb. de Gest. Pbni. 
Angl. Lib. 2. There was a Saint Rumo/d, Bishop of Dublin, afterwards 
first Bishop of Mechlin, who was murdered 1^- two a^isassins in the yeaT77^» 
See Sir James Ware's Hist, of the Bishops of Ireland. Edit. Dublin, 
1739. p. 305. There is no other Irish Bial:op, mentioned by Sir James, 
of a name any thing like Rumon« 
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A« D. 

rum suTgenai exordhira, per Livinram ppisco- 
pameregcendiaccepitauspfdklm."-iwil.Maline8. 
In 1032 he was promoted to the See of Qrediion. 
On the death of hisuBcle^Sriibwold, the Bishop 
of CornvDoUy be succeeded in uniiiag that dio« 
<3ese in perpetuity to his own See. In 1038 
King Harold appointed him to the bishopric of 
Worcester, which he continued to hold, with 
Crediton, until his death, on Sunday, 23. March, 
J 046. He i^^as buried at Tavistock. 

3. Jldredy a Monk of Winchester, succeeded 
Livingus, first as Abbot of Tavistock, and [Se- 
condly as Bishop of Worcester. Iii: 1060 he 
was translated to York, where he sat until hia 
•deaths on 11. September, 1069 

4. SisiricuSy who died in the spring of 1082 
6. 6?at(/red Z, who died in 1088 

6. Wymond. He was deposed fay St. Aaselm, 
for simony,' in il02.>— See Eadmeri Hi»t. fo. 67. 

7. Osheri was Abbot in 1 109 * 

8. Gaufred It. was the next Abbot. 

9. Roheri de Plymfion, who is supposed to 
have di^d in 1 145 

10. Robert Pgsieii, who was Abbat nine 
years. 

11. VFaller^ who is said tp bave died in 1 174 

12. Baldwin. «« 

13. Stephen. ^ 

14. Herbert. To this Abbot, Pope Celestine 

It. addressed a ball pf priyUeges,^n 2^. May, 1 198 
— See 2. Regist. Veysey. fo. 41. 

15. Jbrcfoje was ^pointed, I believe, in 1304 

16. fPttliam de Keruit^ Prior of OttertoQ, was 
elected Jordan's successor, in 1220. . He heMhis 
dignity four years. 

17. John. 

18. Alan deCornwaUy who ^eim 1248 

1 9. Robert de Kiteenot. 

20. Thomas, who died in 1267 



• We have to regrei the very jejune and imperfect acconnt o/ tiie follow- 
log Abbots, until the accession of Philip Trentheful, in 1259, when we^ake 
for our^uide the registers of ibd Exeter Bishops. 
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21. JoAndeiVor/Aaiiijjifm, who presided during 
two years 

22. PkUip Trenihefui, a Monk of St. Swi- 
thon's Monastery, at Winchester, was con- ^^59 
firmed the next Abbot, in Oct. 

He made his profession to Bishop Brones- 
combe, in the following words : — vid. Regist. fo. 
8. ^^ Ego frater Phllippns, electns Abbas Eeclesie 
de Tavistock, promitto tibi, Pater Dne Waltere 
Exon Epe, tuisque suceessoribas canonice in- 
tronizandls & SancteExoniensisEccIesie,fidem 
& canonieam per omnia snbjectionem." 

23. Aluredy confirmed Abbot on the 29. Sept. 1260 
N B. Fecit professionem qnam obtulit super 

principale Altare. Regist. Bronescombe. 

24. John Ckubbe succeeded, but was deposed 
by Bishop Bronescombe, in crastino Sancti 
Edmundi Regis & Martyris, (21 . Nov.) 1269 

The Bishop describes him as ^' Monasterii bo- 
norum dilapidator intolerabilis & manifestos, '" 
reprobates his scandalous neglect of religious 
discipline, and enumerates instanees of his sa- 
Tage violence, and even sacrilege. 

26. RoberifWho was substituted in the place of 
John Chubbe, on Pakn Sunday, 1270 

26. Robert Chiwgfequa; aliier Campelly suc- 
ceeded in 1285 

This Abbot is highly eommendett for his ten- 
der piety and zeal for improvement. During 
his government, several parts of the Abbey 
were re-built, but particularly the conventual 
church, which is said to have been 378 feet 
long, without including the Lady's chapel. 
Bishop Stapeldon dedicated this noble church 
and two altars in the nave, on the 21. Aug. 
1318« It was finally taken down in 1670. ^ 

On the 21. May, the same year, the Bishop 
had dedicated St. Eustachius* parish church, at 
Tavistock] which adjoined to the abbey inclo- 
sure. 

This amiable and benevolent Abbot, with the 
consent of his convent,A.P« 1291) appropriated. 
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for ever» the whole profits arish>g from an estate 
<3alled Westiydeton (granted two years before 
to his abbey, by Sir Odo Le Areedeakne), to the 
providing: of the poor with clothes«nd shoes ; the 
annual distribution of which was made in the 
cloisters, on the 2. November, the commemo- 
ration of all the Faithful departed. 

In consequence of this Abbot's petition, 
Bishop Stapeldon approved and confirmed a 
perpetual chantry, to be erected in the parish 
church of Whitechnreh, near Tavistock, for four 
Priests, who should be bound to celebrate the 
daily and nightly office, together with the ser- 
vice for the dead ; to say three, or at least two. 
Requiem masses everyday, ^besides one of our 
Lady. In their suffrages, they were to pray for 
(the prosperity of the said Abbot and cenvent ; 
for King Edward 11. and his Queen Isabella ; 
for the Bishop, Dean and Chapter of Exeter ; 
and for the founders and benefactors of Tavis- 
tock Abbey. The Superior of these Priests was 
to be called the Arch-priest ; he was to live in 
common with them ; and they were to be called 
his Socii, or Fellows. He was also to be charged 
with the care of the parishioners. — Yid. Sta-' 
peldon's Regist. fo. 165. 

N.B« The famous charter, ^ De Libertatibus 
Comitates Devon," granted by King John, and 
its confirmation by his son, Henry IIL, were 
preserved in Tavistock Abbey. Bishop Stapel- 
don took copies of these originals, and has in- 
serted them fo. 152. oChis register. * 

22. Robert Bonus inducted 13. June, 1328 
K>n the recommendation of Pope John XXII. 

N. B. Bishop Grandisson deposed this Abbot, 
for contumacy and intemperate behaviour, 24. 
October, . .1383 

23. Jmhnd€Cour4enay,9uhaiiiuiedfotRoheTty . 
24. April, ' 1834 

N. B. This Abbot had very tittle of the spirit 
of a religious man. He was passionately fond 

* Chappie, in p. 52. of his Review of Risdon, hat given incorrect copies 
<of these chatters. Faithful transcripts may be seen {h) Appendix. 

e2 
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of field sports, was very conceited and foppiah 
in his dress, and a most incurable spendthrift. 
Darings his government, discipline seems to have 
been Imnished from the convent. Frequently but 
two of the community were present at the regu* 
lar meab in the refectory, whilst the rest were 
feasting sumptuously in their private chambers. 
From &e neglectof repairs, the monastery was 
falling into a dilapidated state ; and, moreover, 
was overcharged with debts. ^^ Monasterinm, 
quod solebat abundare divitiis & honore, erat & 
est oneribus debitorum usque ad MCCC libras 
sterlingorum ^ aliornm niultiplicium bnerum 
sarcini pregravatum." — Vid. 1. Regist. Gran- 
disson, fo. 134. II. Idem. fo. S17. 12. Sept. 
and 14^ Oct. 1345. 
29. Rtohard de Esse succeeded in 1348 

SO. Stephen Langdon succeeded in 1362 

31. Thomois CuUyng^ confirmed as j^bbot on 

the 12. February, 1380-1 

I believe this Abbot finished the campanile of 
the oburch, begun by his predecessor. 
He died 1 1 June, 

32. John May, confirmed as his successor 30. 
July, 1402 
He died 7. February, 1421-2 

33. Thomas Mede^ elected 26 March, and 
confirmed by Bishop Lacy, 19. April, 1422 

N. B. This Abbot is accused of neglecting re- 
gular disoipHne, of enormous dilapidations, and 
of simony ; but the charge appears to be exag- 
gerated. • 

34. Thomas Cryspyn, elected 11. June, 1442 
His death happened 5. April, 1447 

35 fmUam Fewe, elected 2. May, 1447 
confirmed Abbot 23d of that month, and died 

^K. Dec. 1450 

36 John Dynyngion was elected to suc€eed 
William, on the 27th of the following January, 
and was confirmed by Bishop Lacy, 20. Fe^ 
bruary. 

N.B. It appears, from 2. Rymin^s Foedera, 
p. 408. tb^t tliis Al^bot obtained a pap4 
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grant to use the pontificals and to give the 
episcopal benediotion at mass and at table.. 

37. Biehardt whose iostitation is not recorded 
in the registers. 

38. Richard Yerne. I can find no date of his 
confirmation. 

39. Richard Banham^ the date of whose elec- 
tion or confirmation I have not succeeded in 
discovering. Kiog Henry VIII. created him a 
Mitred Abbot, 22. Jan. 1513. Appendix (i). 
It maybe observed herp, that these parliamen- 
tary Abbots ranked among themselvesin the Up- 
per House, according to seniority of creation. 

The contest which this Abbot maintained with 
Bishop Oldam has been variously related; but 
the following facts, extracted from that Bishop's 
Register, may be depended upon :~« 

This Abbot was cited, 15. April, 1513, to 
appear before Dr. Richard Collet, the Bishop's 
commissioner, to answer to the charge of con- 
tempt of episcopal authority. The Abbot, 
instead of explaining the occasion of his con- 
duct, or offering any apiology, produced a writ- 
ten appeal to the Roman Court. The appeal 
was declared, by the commissioner, to be frivo- 
lous and inadmissible. For his obstinacy, the 
Abbot was suspended that very day; and, on the 
22nd of the same month was excommunicated, 
*' propter multiplicem contumaciam.". On the 
10. May he appeared in person before Bishop 
Oldam, at the palace In JSxeter; and on bis 
bended knees most humbly and most ea/nestLy 
intreated to be absolved from his censure3; an^ 
offered to submit himself, unconditionally, to 
*the Bishop's correction. The Bishop then ten- 
dered the oath of submission to the See of Exe- 
ter, and, after he had taken it, absolved him 
from his censures ; whereupon the Abbot paid 
him down five pounds of gold. 

The repentance of the Abbot seems to have 
been insincere ; for, soon after, he appealed to 
the Primate, WfUiam Warham, and to Richard 
Fitz-James, Bishop of London. The question 
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A. I^ 

chiefly turned on the right of episcopal visita- 
tion. These Prelates decided, on the 8th of 
February following, that the Abbot had not 
produced any indults, bulls, or vouchers, au- 
thorising any exemption from the jurisdiction 
of the Ordinary ; they therefore decreed, that 
he ^nd his convent should submit to this regu- 
larly constituted authority, as their predecessoiis 
bad done from time immemorial ; they recom- 
mended to the Abbot to apply to his Bishop^ 
for the benefit of absolution ; and they directed* 
the Bishop to confer it without hesitation^ and 
to treat the Abbot with mildness and paternal 
affection. — So far, Oldam's Register. 

This Abbot wa» not discouraged by defeaf. 
From the Primate he appealed to the Court o£ 
Rome ; and at last succeeded in obtaining, fromr 
Pope Leo X. a bull of such ample and ex- 
traordinary privileges, as completely to indem- 
nify him fo^ his former expences and trouble. 
This bull is dated 14. September 1517, and* 
is copied in the appendix, (&) from the E. . 
vol. of Bishop Yeysey's Register. It expressly 
exempts the Abbey of Tavistock, with its severak 
dependencies, from alt archiepiscopal, and all 
episcopal jurisdiction, visitation and superiority; 
and takes it and them under the sole and imme- 
diate protection of the Holy See^ It declares, 
that all suspensions, interdicts, and excommuni- 
cations pronounced against them by any other 
authority than that of the Se^ Apostolic, are ab-* 
solutely void and null ; " nulla, irrita et inva- 
lida, nnlliusque roborfs vel momenti." As an 
acknowledgment for such sweeping liberality,. 
the Abbot was annually to pay to the Aposto- 
lic Chamber, on the Feast of SS. Peter and 
Paul, half an ounce of gold, (i. e.) twenty shil- 
lings of< lawful money of England. 

40. John Peryriy it is said, succeeded in Dee. 162& 
But his confirmation is not recorded in Bishop 
Veysey's Registers. In virtue of the bull of 
Pope Leo X. 1 observe that this Abbot styles 
himself, in several leases before me, '^ Abbas escr^ 
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eaqfii Monasterii Beate Marie & Sci Ramonis 
de Tavistock." On the sarrender of his tnonas* 
tery, he was granted a pension of £100 per an- 
num. Nineteen of his Religious obtained sala* 
ries at the same time. The grants of these 
pensions are- dated 26. April, 31 Hen. VIII., 
and are as follows : — 

£. 8. d. 

To Abbot John Peryn 100 

Robert Walsh 10 

John Carter-.. 8 

John Harrys 8 

WiUiatn Chester .; 6 IS 4 

John Axworige 6 13 4 

John Puxeley... ....» 6 13 4 

Richard Wakeham... 6 

William Peke 6 

Wiiliam Willyams 6 

Richard Gregory 6 

William Growdon ..; 6 0* 

Stephen Bemell 6 

John Abraham 5 6 8 

John Benett- « 5 6 8 

Edmund Peryn 5 6 8 

Nicholas Bnokfastre 5 6 8 

William Lechedon 5 6 8 

Robert Heron 4 13 4 

Richard Peke 8 

John Wple 2 

The revenues of thi9 abbey were rated at £902 5. 7. 
per annum. 

In the Taxatio Bonorum Ecdesiasticorum, I read 
as follows : — 

£ 8. d. 
Abbas de Tavistock percipit de Ecclesiis de 

Rame» Seyak et Anton 080 

Decapellis de Wolrin^ton <& Sci Egidii 2 

Item habetManeriomde Herwyk, val 10 15 10 

Manerium de Tavistock ;. 6 4 

Piscaria apud-qoe tax 10 

Maner de Midelton dc Legh ^ 7 10 

Apud Morewel , 2 10 

Manerde Wolrinton 11 15 
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Manerdft Hfttherlegh*^ »• 9 5 a 

Maner de Abbot08bam 6. 3 4s 

Maner de Borjboi^on • 5 10 & 

Maner ii^ DeneneburJi ..«•••.... ..«. S 8 Q 

Maner de Wiccebam cam redd d6 Tavy Sci 

Petri .- 2 2 6 

Manet dfi Ptymsiok 5 3 4 

The soHe of tbis great abbey and tbe princiiml 
part of itft estates, were granted by King Henry VI II. 
on tbe 4tb of July, 31st year of bis reign, to Jobn Lord' 
Russell. Appendix (1) 

The Abbot's residence in Exeter occupied the* 
scite of those premises in South-street, now in 
the possession of Mr. Russell. I have met with a^ 
lease (dated 7. Nov. a few months before tbe dissolu- 
tion of the abbey,) by which John, the last Abbot, 
let the said dwelling-house to Edward Brydgeman^ 
and Jane his wife, for the term of sixty years : " hos- 
piciinostri vocati.Le Inne de Bere cum omnibus suis 
pertinenciis in vico Australi Civitatis Exon." Quere, 
Was this the house mentioned in the Domesday as 
being mortgaged to the abbey by a citizen of Exeter? 
After the suppression of the abbey a chapel was 
erected within its incdosure, and licensed for the 
celebration of divine worship, at tbe request of the 
noble Lady Dorothy Mountjoy; on the 10th March, 
1541r2.— Vid. Begist Yeysey, fo. 109. 

The registers mention a priory in St. Mary's, the 
principal of the Scylly Islands, as being depepdant' 
on Tavistock Abbey. 

Bishop Brantyngbam, 26. September, 1374^. 
granted an indulgence of twenty days to all per- 
sons within the dioibese of Exeter/' Penitentibus & 
Confessls,'' who should cptitribute to the support of 
the Lepers' House, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene^ 
at Tavistock. 

There was a chapel of St. Margaret near the 
townof Tavistock.— Vid, 3. Regist. Lacy, fo. 53. 
' Also, a chapel of St. John the Baptist, juxta aquam^ 
deTavyin ParocbiA de Tavystock.— Ibid. fo. 128. 
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♦FORD ABBEY. 



Baldwin de BRIONIIS, (sa called from s 
p]ac^in Normandy,) for his signal servitJes to William 
the Conqueror, was created Eafl of Oakhampton^ 
and rewarded with very large possessioiis in the 
county of Devon.* This nobleman married Albreda^ 
the Conqueror's niece ; and the fruit of this mar- 
riage was a son caUed Richard^ and a daughter 
named Adelicia. Riehatrd succeeded to his fatherV 
honors and estates. In the year 1132 he founded a 
house-for Cistercians, at; Brightley, in the parish of 
Sampford Courtenay, and procured a colony of 
twelve Monks, asd a Superior, called Richard, from 
Waverly Abbey, in the county oT Surrey. Scarcely 
had they taken possession of this new establishmept 
when their founder and benefactor was snatched 
away by death. The convent was situated in a deserl 
and barren spot ; the community was destitute and 
friendless ; and after mature deliberation, they una- 
nimously agreed to abandon Brightley,: and to return 
to Waverley. They had actually commen<jed their 
journey, when Adelicia, now sole heiress to her bro- 
ther's ^extensive possessions^ in compassion to their 
foiiorn condition,, presented them with the manor of 
Thorncombe^ and built them a house at Hartescath,. 
which was completed in 1142, and was dedicated to 
our Lady. The spot on which the abbey was erected 

* Q.^What were the arms of this Abbey. 

• See Domesday : also Cleaveland's History of the Courtenay Family,, 
avrork of considerable merit. This learned and diligent writer derived- 
much assistance from Bouchel's *' Histoire Genealogiqae de la Maison de* 
Courtenay^" fol. Paris 1660. 
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was soon after called Ford, from Us contiguity to a 
ford, a passage through the river Axe. 

By descent from the founder's family, theCourte- 
nays became the natural and legal protectors and 
patrons of the abbey ; they considered it, says Cleave« 
land, p. 128. as a most beautiful feather in their train ; 
and many of them chose its precincts for the place of 
their interment. 

The following is the completest series of its Abbots 
that I can recover : — 

A. D. 

1. AtcAerrcf, appointed . 113S 

2. Robert de Penington. 

3. BaldvDin* He was a native of Exeter, and 
of the lowest extraction. Bartholomew, Bishop' 
of Exeter, and an excellent ludge and encou- 
rager of merit, was struck with bis disposition 
for piety and learning, and became his patron 
and friend. Under such auspices, Baldwin 
could not but succeed. The Bishop made hfm 
his Archdeacon, and the. highest honors in the 
church opened to his view, when he took the 
determination of becoming a Religious* His 
inclinations led him to the Cistercian Order, then 
in high repute for fervor and austerity of life. 
He was professed in the abbey of Ford ; and 
after a few years was chosen the Superior of this 
community. A short time after, he was raised 
to the dignity of Bishop of Worcester. He 
governed that See about three years, when he 
was translated to Canterbury at the very time 
thathjis venerable ptftron, Bishop Bartholomew, 
was closing a life full of days and meritorious 
actions. Seven years after, the Archbishop died 
in the Holy Land, where he had followed his 
Sovereign, Richard I. — Vid. Actus Pontif. Can- 
tuaraut<M*e Gervasi6. inWharton'sAnglia Sacra, 

4. BoberL 

5. John, commonly called Devonius. He was 
the friend and confessor of King John, and had 
the reputation of being a consummate divine. 
Under him, says Fuller, p. 263. of his Worthies, 
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it. V. 



Ford Abbey had more learning than three con- 
vents of the same bigness any where In England. 
Seealso Risdon's Survey of Devon, and Prince's 
Worthies. " Floruit circa hunc annum Mauritlo* 
Somerset e Coenobio Fordensi in DevoniA Cis- 
terciensis, cujus Sgdalitii scripior primus apud 
Oxonienses emersit." — Wood Hist. & Antiq. 1194 
Oxon. Lib. 1. p. 67. 
This respectable Abbot died 1220 

6. Uo^er^ who resigned in 1236 

7. Johnde fFlarwick, who died in ' 1246 

8. Adam. 

9. fVUliam de Crikdyoi whom I find the fol- 
k>wing particulars in Bishop Bronescombe's 
Register : 

Oa Pentecost Eve, A. D. 1276, Bishop Bro- 
zrescombe excommunicated this Abbot, ** propter 
manifestas offensas <& multiplicatas ^contuma- 
eias :" (vid. fo. 72.) and this sentence was ordered 
to be read in the cathedral qburch, and in all 
conventual,, collegiate and parish churches in 
the city and diocese of Exeter, with the accus- 
tomed ceremonies. Bronescombe notified the 
excommunication to the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and requested him to publish it in his 
diocese ; he also sent Information of these pro- 
ceedings to King Edward I., and invoked the 
assistance of the secular power to punish the 
Abbot's contempt and rebellion. Indeed the 
Abbot had proceeded to the unjustifiable length 
of excommunicating his Blsho pi in several part» 
of the diocese; 

The King appointed Welter Stamel, Dean of 
Sarum, and Thomas Weke, Archdeacon of 
Dorset, professors of canon and civil law, to 
decide their controversy.* On the 22d October 
1276^ these ecclesiastical Judges held their 
first sitting at Westminster. The Abbot de- 
clared his repentance, and his readiness to pay 
down £500, if such sum should be required by 
the Court; but the Judges'deferred giving any 
opinion until after the following Easter, al- 
though they were urgently requested, by Bishop' 
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Broneecom be, to decide immediatelVy as is at- 
tested by William, Bisliop of Landaff, Henry 
KiliceoDy, Canon of Exeter Cathedral, and seve- 
ral others. — Vid. fo. 75. of the same Register. 

In the meanwhile, the Abbot most anxiously 
implored the King to prevent the Seenlar power 
from being directed against him ; he main- 
tained, that the censures of his Bishop were 
absolutely null and void, as his convent was 
specially exempted by papa! indolts from any 
episcopal jurisdiction ; he represented the very 
considerable injury already sustained by himself 
and his convent, and declares that certain ruin 
awaits them, unless his Majesty shall interpose 
in their favor* 

At last (fo. 79.) the parties agreed, by an 
indenture dated at Westminster, 5. May 1277,' 
absolutely to abide by the decision of the above- 
mentioned Judges, under a penalty of £100, to 
be forfeited to the obedient, by the refractory, 
party. On the same day, the final sentence 
was passed, — viz. that the Abbot should recal 
the sentences of excommunication, in the very 
places where he bad fulminated them against 
his Bishop — that he should pronounce them to 
have been absolutely null and void — th^t-he, 
his Monks and dependents should proceed, on 
the ensuing feast of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, from the gate of St. Peter's cemitery, in 
Exeter, to the entrance door of St. Peter's 
Church, bareheaded|^ barefooted and loosely 
dressed, and there receive a discipline, either 
from the Bishop or his deputy; <& that the Abbot 
should further pay, for himself and convent, one 
thousand marks. The Bishop is then enjoined to 
revoke, without any difiioulty, all his censures 
against the Abbot and convent ; to remit nine 
hundred of the said marks ; the payment of the 
remaining hundred marks to be made by the 
Abbot, to the Bishop or his proxy, in the cathe- 
dral church, in equal portions, on the nextfes-. 
tivai days of Michaelmas and Easter; and, 
with the exception of the discipline, e;scept& 
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-A. D. 

discip]in&, the Bishop is directed to dispense 
with the rest of the penance. 

10. jyfcA^2ati9, confirmed Abbot I Jan. 1283-4 

1 1. Henry occars Abbot in 1312 

12. IFfZ/ueni, confirmed Abbot 22. Sept. 1319 
N. B. The following was his formula of obe- 
dience to Bishop Stapeldon z-r- 

" Ego frater Willelmus Abbas de FordA, sub- 
jectionemy reverentiam <& obedientiam a Sanctis 
Patribas constitut am secundam regulam Sci 
Benedict], tibi, Domine Episcope, tuisque sue- 
cessorlbns canonice substituendis <& Sanete Sedi 
ExoDy salvo ordine meo, perpeta6 me exhibitu- 
rum, promiito«" 

13. John, admitted Abbot 24. June, 1328 

14. ^ctam, confirmed 29 September, 1354 
N.B.' After his profession of obedience to 

Bishop Grandisson, ^'subscripsit signum erucis." 

15. Chyilheglys occurs Abbot in Bishop Bran- 
tyngham's Register, 1373 

16. WaU0r Bt«r«/o£, confirmed 16. April, 1378 
N. B. To his profession of obedience, '^ mani& 

su4 subscripsit Amen" 

This Walter was alive in 141 1. 

17. Riekardy I belieTc, was his successor. 

18. Ely cm occurs Abbot in 1462 
19 WUliam fTAyie appears as Abbot 1491 
20. Thomcis Charde, alias Tybhes^ was the 

last Abbot : he surrendered his convent 8» March 
1539.— Vid. 2. B.Willis', Hist. Ab. pi 61. 

Cleaveland informs us, p. 120. that he was 
born at Tracy, in the parish of Auliscombe, and 
.educated in St Bernard's, now St. JohnBaptist's, 
College, at Oxford, and that he took the de- 
gree of D. D. on the 2. Oct. 1505 : being styled 
in the public register ^' Vir doctrinS & virtute 
<)larus." 

I may add, that he was made a titular or suf- 
fragan Bishop, under the name of Episcopus So- 
lubricensis, and became coadjutor to Bishop 
Oldam. — See the Register. He was still alive 
In 1643. 

The following pensions were granted to the Reli- 
gious, J2. May, 3U. Hen. VIII :— 
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£ s. d« 
To TbooiM Chard, alias Tybbes, 

the Abbot, S. T. P 80 

Richard Exmestre, alias Were, 8 
John Bridgewater, alias Stone, 8 

W. Sherbarn, alias Rede 8 

Eliseas Clestina, alias Potter, 7 

Robert llminster 7 

John Cosyns 6 13 4 

William Green 5 6 8 

Thomas Staffbrde, alias Bate, 5 6 8 

JohnFawell 5 6 8 

William Wynsor, alias Hyde... 5 
William Donyngton, alias Wil- 

teshere ..#. 5 

Riehd. Kyngesbory, alias Sher- 
man 5 

The annual revenues of Ford Abbey amounted 

according to Dugdale, to £374 10 6 

According to Speed, to 381 lU € 

In various leases that I have seen, frequent mei 
tion is made of their property In Burstok, Pai 
hembury, Charmouth, Toiler Porcorum, Turnewort 
and Strete. 

The Taxatio contains the following particulars :- 

ABBA8 DE FORDS HABST. 

£ S. A 

Manerinm de Orchererd tal ad 5 6 

ApudWestword - 2 13 

Apod Stoneberge 8 13 

Apud Brouygesheg que tax ad O 14 

De redd in dictis locis cu Mol 5 10 

Deexit Stand & pqnisitis 2 

Apud Colebrok de redd 2 

Apud Tbale que tax 4 16 

Apud Lynton d^ Cuutebere que tax ad 5 10 

Summa £31 4 



Decime 



£3 2 



The scite of this abbey was granted to Richai 
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s. i Pollard, Eisq. A copy of the grant is given in* the 

appendix, (mj ^^r John, the son of this Richard, 

) 6 alienated the same to Sir Amias Paulet, whose father, 

; Sir Hugh Paalet, had been appointed head steward 

I of the abbey by the last Abbots on 4. Mar. Hen. 

; Q YIII. with a pension of 100s. Sir Amias disposed 

(} O erf it to William Roswell, Esq. from whose family it 

' (j passed to the Prideauxes. At present it is in posses- 

13 4 sion of the Gwynnes. 

^ ^ The original common seal of the Cistercian Order- 

^ ^ in England and Wales, is still in existence, and in 

g § perfect preservation. It is circular — h^s a church 

A engraven upon it, and bears a shield, containing the 

, arms of Bindon AMIey, in Dorsetshire. The in- 

^ ^ scription runs thus : — ** Sigillu : coe : Capli : genalis : 
Ordis: Gistercien: in: Angl: et: Wallt" 

tok, ft 
rneWiJf 

ru/ar* 



Ricba^ 



\ 
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♦NEWENHAM ABBEY, 

X HIS Cistercian abbey, situated near the river 
Exe, and »t a »hort distan<5e from AxminjBter, was 
founded by Reginald de Mohun, Elarlof Somerset, 
in honor of our Lady, about tlw year 1246. Richard 
Blondy, Bishop of Exeter, performed the x^eremony 
of its dedication, and ranks as a leading bene&ctor 
to the infant establishment. From Beaulieu, in the 
New Forest, a monastery erected and endowed by 
King John, about forty years before, the Earl ob- 
tained a colony of Cistes-cian Monks, for his new 
foundation. The charter of King Henry III. and 
the list of benefactors, may be seen in L Dugd. 
Monast. p. S3. 

I believe the following to be an accurate list of the 
Abbots : — 

A. D. 

1. John Grorfcfarrf, instituted 6, January 1246 
He resigned 4. April, 1248. 

2. Henry de ^pershoU succeeded twelve days 
after. 

He resigned 3. May, 125S 

8. John de PovUe Roherii succeeded, but 
continued in office a few months only. 

4. Gcdpidtis deBlanchevilley eon^xmeAAhhoi 
before the end of 1253, and was Abbot nearly 
nine years. 

N. B. He entirely re-built the abbey church, 
which, according to William of Worcester's Sur- 
vey ftemp. Hen. VI.J was two*hundred feet long; 
length of the transverse aisle one hundred and 

fifty two feet ; length of the choir eighty feet. 

' ' '■ ' ' ^ — .^ — __ ^_^. 

• Q.— What weie the arms of this Abbey, 
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5* Ehugh de Cokeswelly elected his successor 
14. June, 1262 

He resigned three years after. 

6. John de Norihampion, next gOTerned the 
abbey, and resigned 11. September, 1272 

.7. WiUiam of Cornwall was chosen to sue* 
ceed J ohn ; but laid down his office, after hold- 
ing it sixteen years. 

8. Richard de Chichesiery elected Abbot 13. 
September, 1288 
He was deposed 15. October, 1292 

9. Richard de Pediriony appointed his suc- 
cessor 11. November, that year. 

He resigned 7. April, 1297 

10. ■if'^illiam de Frid was elected to succeed 

him within a week after, and resigned in 1303 

1 1 . Ralph de Shaperville was the next Abbot, 

and resigned his office with his life in 1314 

12. Robert de Pupplesbury^ was voted his 
successor 30. Sept. same year. 

He resigned 12. May, 1321 

13. John de Cokyswell succeeded on the 
ensuing Feast of the Purification. 

He vacated his office by death, ^Q. December, 1324 

14. Johnde Geytingtone, instituted 17. of the 
following March. 

N. B. He was Abbot fourteen years, and 
greatly improved his monastery. He built the 
cloister next to the infirmary and lavatory, and 
began a new hall, which was finished by his sue* 
cesser. 

15. Waltre de la House, confirmed 31. May, 1338 

16. Richard Branescombe, admitted 7. 
March, 1361 

17. John Leggay instituted 24. September, 1391 
On which occasion, he subscribed to his pro* 
fession of obedience to Bishop Brantyngbam, 

" hoc signum faeiendo +." 

18. Leonard Houndaller. 

19. Nicholas fFysbechy conGinned 29. Oct. 1413 

20. Trysiram CrukernCy succeeded 27. July, 1432 

21. William Huntefordy admitted 7. Sept. 1456 

22. John Ellysy instituted 23. July, 1512 

F 
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23. John itmiMiery alias CdMll, admitted 3. 
August, 1525. 

24. Richard GyUy the last Abbot^' confirmed 

in, his dignity by Bishop Veysey, 12. February. '15^0 
The following pensions weregrafated to the lind^r- 
written Religious, 6. May ,31. Hen. VII [. 

£' 8, d. 

To Richard Gyll, Abbot, per an.. ..44 

Richard Alforde 4 13 4 

WiL Westminster, alias Faute... 6 

William Pede. 5 6 8 

Thomas White 5 6 8 

Thomas Male 5 

JohnPoper 6 

John Pythe 4 14 4 

The annual revenues of the abbey amounted to 
£231. 14. 4. 

In the Taxatio of King Edward I. is the followingr 
statement of its property : — 

ABBiiS DE NEWENHAM HABET 

<£. s. d, 

Manerium de Axmenstr tax ad 12 8 4 

MaHerium de Plenent <& Northam in Cor- 
a«WA 13 ig 

Summa 26 4 
becima 2 12 0| 

In several leases before me, I observe frequent 
mention is made of certain tenements lying in the 
parishes of St. Lawrence and St. Mary Major, Exeter> 
which belonged to this abbey. The Abbot's town- 
house in Exeter, was nearly opposite St. John's 
Hospital, in the eastern corner of the entrance from 
Fore-street into Castle-street. Until very lately, the 
remains of a magnificent building were observable 
there. 

In vol. 1. Grandisson's Register, fo. 4. it is stated, 
that Pope Alexander IV. (between the years 1254 and 
1261) appropriated to Newenham Abbey the churchi 
of Lovepit, or Luppit, in the deanery of DunkeswelL 
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From different passages in the registers, it appears 
that the abbey pretended a claim to the church of 
Axminster, which was the cause of much litigation. 
But the claim was protested against by the Rectors, 
and rejected by the Bishops. The living, at least 
for a considerable period, was in the gift of the 
Bishop: still, however, two Prebends in Axminster 
Church, called Warthell andGreendale, belonged to 
St. Peter's Church, in the city of York. Bishop 
StapeldoU; in fo, 153. of his Register, acquaints us, 
that they had formerly been annexe^ to that cathe- 
dral, by one of the Kings of England. 

Axminster fair was held on the Vigil an,d on the 
Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, as. I find 
in an ancient lease. The profits of this fair are re- 
served by the Abbot to himself and his convent; 
but be leases out the profits of the market, (oiercati 
nostri de Axminstre) for the annual consideration of 
LXs. 

From a careful inspection of the ground, of the 
ruins, and dismantled remains of this interesting 
abbey, I think it easy to trace out the scite of the 
church,^ the chapter-house, and the cloister qua- 
drangle. 

In the fifth year of Queen Elizabeth, the fee pf the 
abbey was granted to ThomaS; Duke of Norfolk. 
His son. Lord William Howard, disposed of, it to Sir 
John Petre, who was created a Baron, 1. Jac,,I. 
In his family the possession still continues. 

In (n) of the appendix, is copied the grant of an 
annual pension to the collegiate church at Ottery, by 
Walter Howse, the fifteenth Abbot of Newenham^ 

A, D. 1344. 

. I . . ■_■■*__ _ ■ ■ 

* Amongst other great families who chose this sacred edifice for the place 
of their interment, was the Bonville family, of Shute. Sir William Bon- 
Tille's will, written in French, bearing dftt* Saturday before the Feast of the 
Assumption, A. D. 1407, is preserv^ in Sta^ord's Register. He directs 
bis body to be buried at Newrabam, and bequeaths to the Abbey £40. 
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TOR ABBEY-* 

St. NORBERT founded the t Premonstratensian* 
Order, A. D. 1 12L Soon after, a colony of his Reli*- 
gious came iitto England. Therr first establishment 
warn at Newhus, in Lmcolnsbire ;.and' in the space of 
a century the piety of Englishmen provided for no 
fewer than thirty-two houses of this celebrated orden 

Of all these houses, the one at Torre, dedicated 
to the honor of the Holy Saviour, the Holy Trinity and 
the Blessed Virgin, was undoubtedly the richest. It 
was the noble foundation of William Lord Brewer, 
a great counsellor of state in the reigns of Richard 
and Jbhn. To the canons of this house, he granted, 
A. D. 1196, the lands of Torre, where the church of 
the Holy Saviour then stood ; also the free fishery of 
Torbay, the chnrch of Tor,J and the town of Wool- 
borough, with the advowson of that church ; also 
bis lands at Grendall, and many other possessions 
specified in the foundation deed, to be seen 2. Dugd. 
Monast. p. 662. 

Nothing can exceed the beautiful situation of this 
great abbey; and if we may judge by the remains of 
the church, of thexchapter-house, and other buildings, 
the magnificence of the * fabric did honour to the 
situation. When Leland visited the abbey, three fair 
gateways were standing.! | 

* Arms. Gules a Chevron between three Crosiers Or. 

t Soealled from the lonesome valley Premontr^, in the diocese of. Laen, 
where the saint erected his first monastery. His rule was very severe : 
the use of linen was prohibited ; and perpetual abstinence from flesh was 
enjoined. 

} Q. Is the parish church dedicated to the Hdly Saviour f The ancient 
and furious chapel on the bill was dedicated to St. Michael, and not to our 
Lady, as is sometimes asserted. Was it built by Reginald de Mohun,,. 
»5. Hen. IJT. ?— Vid. 2. Dagd.Monast. p. 654. 

y One gateway remains. The arms of the Brewers', Mohuns% Sp?kes,.> 
and of the Abbey, appear in the Arch. 



The church was richly furnished with cloth of gold, 
.with copes and other ecclesiastical ornaments, as 
appears from Bishop Grandisson's letter, in vol. 1. 
of his Register, fo.'66. " pannisaureis^ capis," &c. 

The Rev. Joseph Reeve, in his classical poem, en- 
titled U^brooke Park, has thus described the present 
state of the abbey, in the glowing language of poetry, 
and with the feelings of a Christian philosopher. 

Though hallowed mitres glitter here no more, 
The friendly abbey still adorns the shore : 
Here meek religion's ancient temple rose, 
How great, how fallen, the mournful ruim shews. 
Of sacril^e, behold, what heaps appear ! . 
Nor blush to drop the tributary tear. 
Here stood the font — ^here on high columns raised, 
' ^he dome extendi — ^there the altar blazed 
The shatterM aisles, with clustering ivy hung, 
The yawning arch in rude confusion flung : 
Sad striking remnants of aiormer age, « 
To pity now might melt the spoiler^s r^e ! 
Xio suiuc to rest, the wearied votary sleeps. 
While o'er his urn the gloomy cypress weeps. 
Here silent pause — ^here draw the pensive sigh*-- 
Here musing learn to live, here learn to die! ! ! 

I fear it ..is . impossible to recover the complete 
series of the Abbots. Browne Willis, 2. Hist. Abb. 
p. 65.informs us,thatthe first Abbot's name was Jdam. 
In the agreement with Reginald de Mohun, A. D. 
l»6l . Simon occurs Abbot, lb. p. 664. From the regis- 
ters oT the See of Exeter I collect the names of the 
fourteen following : — 

A. P • 

I. \Br»ansc^, confirmed Abbot by Bishop Br o- 
nescombe, on Whit Sunday, 1264 

2. Richardf admitted by the same Bishop on 
Ascension-day, 1270 

3. Simon de Plympion^ instituted by Bishop 
Grandisson 7. September, 1330 

4. JoAn, confirmed 21. IVf ay, 1349 

5. John Cras succeeded 6. December^ 1351 
N. B. Compared Grandisson's Regist. fo. 109. 

with fo. 161. 

6. Richard, the date of whose tnstitution .1 
^bave.uot yet discovered. 

F.3 
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A* D. 

7. John Iterkedene occvLTB in 1372 

8. WiUkm Norton^ confirmed 87. Jnly, 1S82 
N. B. This exemplary Abbot was maliciously 

charged with having murdered and beheaded 
Simon Hastings, a Canon of the abbey. Bishop 
Brantyngham, on 14. August, 1390, pronounced 
the accusation to be a most infamous falsehood. 
He declares, that the Canon, said to be mur- 
dered and beheaded, was then actually alive. 
He bears the strongest testimciny to the irre- 
proachable character of the Abbot, and issues 
the sentence of excommunication against his 
defamers. Vid. 1. Regist. fo. 211. 

9. McMhew Yerde^ succeeded 19. July, 1412 

10. WiUiam Mychely confirmed 19. March^ 1413-4 

11. John Xjacetfy instituted 31. January, 1442 

12. Bichard Oade occurs Abbot in 1463 

13. Tlioftias Dyare octurs in 1602 

14. Simon Sede^ elected and confirmed in 
August, 1623 

This was the last Abbot, and he surrendered his 
monastery, with fifteen of his Religious, 23. Feb. 
1639 . If I may judge from the tenor of several 
of his leases, he calculated on the speedy dis- 
solution of the abbey, and was not unmindful 
of his own interests. 
He was still alive in 1563* 

The following pensions were granted 2^. April, 31. 
Hen. VIII.— 

£ s. d. 
To Simon Rede, the Abbot, pr. an. 66 13 4 

Richard Mylton 7 

John Asterege 6 

Henry Bagwell 6 

John Shapeley 4 

John Lane 4 

JohnWyU.... 6 

Thomas Jamys 5 

Thomas Lawdymere... , 5 

Thomas Clement 6 

John Payne 6 

I'homas Brygeman > 2 

Thomas Emet 2 
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£• s. d. 

John Ffermer .•• 2 

Thomas KnoUe 2 

Richard Yong 2 

The annual revenues of the ab^y amounted ^o 
£396. 0. IK 

In the Taxatio of Edward I. I meet with the fol- 
lowing statement : — 

ABBA3 D£ TOf^I^E HABET 

£ s. d- 

Apud WoUehurgb que tax 4 4 8 

Tunstall & Aueton .• ...; 8 13 4 

Apud Fflede ;. 11 8 

Apud Helgrug de Redd 10 

Apud Gormingeston ..300 

Apud Grend ell 3 1 

Apud Shillingford 2 4 8 

Apud Dabecombe 2 15 

Apud Ilesham .1 1 15 

Apud Coleton » 15 

Summa £23 11 



Decima £2 7 1 



^n numerous leases, granted by t|iis abbey, I 
observe, mention is made of the manors of Tbrre, 
Wpolborough, Daceombe, Buckland Brewer, Ayshe- 
•clyst, Shyllingford, Blakeauton, and Orendal. They 
had also possessions in Kingsware, Newton Abbot, 
Dartmouth, Coleton, Usham, &c. ; and presented to 
the churches of Cockington, Tunstall, Tor, Brade- 
worthy, Boclond Brewer, Schefti^beare, Banok, 
Scytesbrok, Blakeauton, the Chapel 6f Pancras 
Weke, and others. 

In 3. Grandisson's Register, fo. 156. I read, « Pre- 
benda Abbatis & Conventfts de Torre inCJastro Exon 
taxatur, ad £6 18 4." This Prebend was called 
Ashclyst, and was granted to the abbey by Robert 
Viscount Courtenay, who died 26. July, 1242. 

The Abbot's house in Exeter was in St. Paurs-street. 
The tenement was bounded by the city walls, and 
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perhaps was the very spot called *^ Athelstans/' now 
occupied by Mr. Gran^r's cellars. I find the last 
Abbot leased out his premises a few months before 
the suppression of the monastery, to GeflFery Holmere, 
for a term of sixty-three years. But ihe tenant is 
required to ]odg>e the said Abbott ^' at such tyme 
that he comyth to the said Cytye of * Excett' and hi$ 
servants, as long as it shall plese hym in the said 
tenement, at the eoste and charge of tbe said Geffery ." 

Dr. Tanner, in the Notitia Monastica, asserts, 
that the scite of the abbey was granted by the Crown 
to Sir John St. Leger, in the 35. Hen. VIIl. Sir 
William Pole, on the other band, maintain^, p. 
272. of his Collections, (a work, by the bye, more 
inaccurate than is generally imagined) that it was pur- 
chased at the Dissolution by Edward Seymour, Duke 
x>f Somerset, and was given by him to his eldest son 
Edward, whose son. Sir Edward, sold the same unto 
Sir Thomas Ridgeway, afterwards Earl of London- 
derry. The foUowhig statement, collected from 
authentic documents, may be depended upon : — 

King Henry VIII. by letters patent, dated 20. Jan. 
J34th year of his reign, granted to John St. Leger, 
Esq. the dissolved monastery of Tor. John St. 
Leger, by deed, dated 14. June, 35. Hen. VIII. granted 
it to Sir Hugh Pollard. Hugh Pollard, grandson of 
the said Sir Hugh, by deed, dated 2. April, 22. Eliz. 
granted it to Sir Edward Seymour, Knight. Edward 
^Seymour, son and heir of the said Sir Edward, by 
deed, dated 18. Nov. 41. Eli?- sold it to Thomas 
Ridgway, Esq. ancestor pf the Ridgways, after- 
wards Earls of Londonderry, with whom it re- 
mained until the year 1653 or 1654, when it was sold 
to John Stowell^ E^sq. from whom it was purchased 
in 1662, by Sir George Cary. 

In this ancient and respectable family,* the abbey 

* Amongst the illustrious persons produced in this family, we may be 
allowed to mention the two Prelates which it has giTen to the See of 
Exeter. The first is James Cary, who was promoted by Pope Hartin V. 
20. Nov. 1419, to the See of Exeter. He died, however^ 2S, Dec. that year, 
imd was buried at Florence. —The other was Valentine Cary, Dean of 
6t.PauPs,S.T.P. and President of Christ's College, Cambridge, made Bishop 
pf Exeter 18. Nov. 1621, died 10. June, 1626, <fe is said to have been buriej 
j^n ,the S. part of the choir of St. Paul's, London. 
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still oontiDues ; and the writer joins in the ferment 
>rish of the poet : . 

Stet fortuna domtis & avi numerentur avorum. 



Exfo, 160. Regisiri Edmundi Stafford olim Exonien 

Episcopu 

Deeime oetavo die mensis Mareii A. D. 1413; 
apud Clyst, Dbus recepit literas infrascriptas sab 
teoore qui sequitur verborum. 

Reverendo in Xto Patri &, Dno Dno Edmundo, 
permissione DivinA Exon Epo suus humilis <& devotus 
frater Johes, Dei patiently Abbas Ecclesie de Welle- 
t)ek, (in Nottinghamshire,) ordinis Premonstratensis, 
reverenciam tanto Patri debitam cum houore. 

Venerabilem fratrem nostrum, fratrem Willelmum 
Mychel Ecclesie de Torre, nostri Ordinis & vestre 
Diocesis Canonieum, in Patrem <& Pastorem ejusdem 
Ecclesie nunc vaeantis, per fratres ejusdem Ecclesie, 
rite & canonice secundum Ordinis nri Instituta elec- 
tum <& St nobis (ad quern, tanquam Patrem Abbatem 
illius Monasterii, adctoritate Sedis Apostolice Ordini 
nostro in h&c parte gracios^ concessd ipsius confir- 
macio dignoscitur pertinere) prout ejusdem nostri 
Ordinis moris est, confirmatum, Vestre Paternltati 
Reverende presentamus per presentes, k vobis pleni- 
tudinem sui offieH plenari^ recepturum, suppUcantes 
Dominationem vestram humiliter <& derote» ut cum 
idem electus <&; confirmatus, ut premittitur, ad vos 
cum presentibus declinaverit, munus benedictionis 
Tcstro impertiri dignemini gracios^. In quorum 
omnium testimonium & fidem presentes literas sigillo 
nostro sig^atas vestre Reverende Paternitati duximus 
presentandas. Conservet vos Altissimus ad regimen 
Ecclesie sue sancte per tempora diuturna. Datum in 
4ict& Ecclesie de Torre die deeimd mensis Mareii 
A. D. 1413. 

Et subseqaenter eodem die Dnus in eapell^ manerii 
«ui de Clyst predict!, eidem Willo Abbati electo & 
jconfirmato, more solito, munus benedictionis impen- 
idit, prestit4 primitCls Dno per eundem Abbatem obe- 
4ieQtii sub form& que sequitur in heo verba. 
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Ego WiDelmus Mycbel, Monasierii de Torre, 
ordJDis PremoDstratensis Exoniensis Diocesis, A^bas 
electus & juxta regulam Scl AugustiDi oon&rmatus, 
profiteor Sancte Ecclesie Exoniensi 4i tibi, Reverende 
Pater Edmunde, Dei gfati&, ejusdem Ecclesie Epis- 
copo, tuisque Successoribus in e& cauoDice sul>sfitu- 
endis, in omnibus canonicam obedientiam & subjec- 
tionem. 
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BUCKFASTLEIGH.* 

X HE great Cistercian Abbey at Buckfastleigb, or 
Buekfastre, was founded in the year 1137, by Ethel- 
werld, the son of Wm. Pomerei, in honor of the Virgin 
Mary. King Henry II. was a friend and benefactor to 
the infant establishment. A charter of this Monarch, 
in its favor, may be seen in the Monasticon, attested by 
the Primate Theobald, and by the Chancellor Thomas 
k Becket, afterwards the martyred Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

The following names of the Abbots are all that I 
can recover : — A. Do 

1. fFtUtamy occurs as Abbot In the founda- 
tion deed of Tor- Abbey, temp. Rich. I. 

2. Robert i confirmed 7. July, 1880 

3. Peter occurs Abbot in 1306 

4. Robert occurs in 1314 

5. Stephen was instituted 24. June, 1328 

6. John de Chursiowe^ succeeded 1. Nov. 1332 

7. VTiUiatn Giffard, confirmed 6. June, 1333 
S. Philip^ admitted 2i. May, 1349 

9. Robert Simon^ occurs in 1373 
I believe Robert Simon conducted and succeeded 

in a valuable cause of the fishery of the river Dart, at 
Buckfastleigh, against Dean Sumpter and the Chapter 
of Exeter Cathed ral . 

I have perused the exemplification of the record 
under the great seal, dated 16* Nov. 60. Edward III. 

10. fFWiam Slade^ who distinguished himself 
hy his works, entitled Flores Moralium. Ques- 
tiones de Anim&. Questiones super 4. lib. senten- 
tlaru. &c. 

* Arms, Sable, a Crosier id pale Arg. the crook Or, surmounted by a 
Stag's head caboshed of the second, hprned Gules. 
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A. D. 

ai. fViUiam Beaghe, confirmed 8. Sept. 1415 

12. Thomas Roggery admitted 18. April, 14S2 

1 3. John Ffychei succeeded 1 6 . Oct. 1 440 

14. John Maithu^ confirmed 3. Oct. 1449 

15. John Rede occjars as Abbot in 1503 

16. Alfridtis GiUCy confirmed on Palm Sun- 
*clay, 4. April, 151^ 

17. Gabriel Donne, or Dunne, who surren- 
dered his monastery 25. Feb. 1538 

Probably this Abbot was particularly obse- 
quious to the views of the Court, as he obtained 
a greater annuity than even the Abbot of Tavis- 
tock. 

The following annuities were granted 26. April, 
:31. Hen. VIII.— 

£• s. d. 
To Gabriel Dunne, the Abbot ...120 

John Dogge,^ .-» 6 13 4 

JohnCowle 6 

Matthew Preston 5 6 8 

Hichard Splate 5 6 8 

William Shapter ^. -5 -6 8 

John Watts 5 6 <8 

William Avery 5 6 8 

Hichard Taylor 5 6 8 

Thomas Gylle 5 

The yearly income of the abbey is rated by Dug*, 
-dale, at £466. 11. 2|. ' 

In the Taxatio, so often referred to, I I'ead as 
follows.: — 

£. s. d. 
Abbas de Bucfestre percipit per annu de . 

ecclesi4 de Downe 2 

In ecciA de Sele (Monachorum) 2 13 4 

De ecci& de Churchstowe 13 4 

Abbas de Buckefestre habet 

Maner.de Brent que tax ad... ^ .w 9 15 4 

IVIaner de Northam tax ......»,^ 6 6 8 

Buckfastre , 4 3 4 

Hethfelde , 4 8 D 

Apud Batekescurgh 2 13 

Apud Padriekstone 2 4 8 

Aj)ud Sele 2^4 
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Apud Doane •....• 3 10 

Apud Trissure 1 15 8 

Apud Robiok & Tynden 8 q 

In various leases that I have met with, I*find men- 
tion of their manors of Kin^sbridge and Harberton. 

The abbey had also some property in the town^ 
and near the bridge, of Totnes. 

The town*house of the Abbot in Exeter, was iii 
the Close, surrounded on three sides by the archdea- 
conry houses of Barnstaple, andTbtties, and CorawalF, 
and by letters patent of 28l Sept. 37th Hen, Vlll. was 
granted to George Rolle, in whose family it continued 
tilt the time of Henry (afterwards Lord) Rolle, who, 
in 1737, soldi it to the Rev. Thomas Heskett^.and it 
is now the property of James Rodd, Esq. The scite 
of Buckfastre Abbey was gpantedv 31. Hen. VIII. to 
Sir Thomas Dennis,* of Holcombe Burnell, in the 
county of Devon. 

Dr. William Petre,. afterwards Sir William Petre,. 
procured a considerable share of the manors apper> 
taining to this abbey. And^what is singular, he ob- 
tained of Pope Paul IV. 28. Dec. A, D. 1555, a con- 
firmation of this property. This gentleman was- 
" appointed in the 27th year of Henry VIII. one of 
the commissioners to repair unto all the monasteries 
of England, and to make inquiry into the govern - 

* The conduct of this gentleman is certainly open to suspicion-^— be ap' 
pears to have played a double game— to have accommodated himself to 
every wish of the Court, and to have intrigued himself into the favor and 
confidence of the religious houses in Devonshire. From many of these 
communities, I observe, he bad procured the stewardship for himself, &ud 
the reversion of itfc^r bis scm Robert ; from most, he had secured annuities for 
very valuable advice " pro bono consilio nobis im'penso <fe in posteram 
impendendo ;" and he contrived to obtain a confirmation of these annuities 
from the court of Augntentation of the crown revenues. Is the scramble for 
religious property, he was one of the keenest and most successful com- 
petitors. He succeeded in obtaining the scite of Btickfastleigb Abbey, 
the scite of St. Nicholas' Priory, Exeter ; the Park, at Crediton, belonging 
to the Bishops of Exeter, with four water mills, and a marsh, containing 
two hundred acres — a property, for which this covetousman was not ashamed 
to petition the Crown. His royal master, 6. Feb. 31st year of his reign,,, 
further rewarded him with the manors of Lyttleham and Exmoutb^. whicii 
bad lately belonged to the monastery of Sherburn, in the county of Dorset — 
with the messuage situate in Baynard Castle Ward, London, formerly 
the property of the* Cistercian Monastery of Croxdon, in Staffordshire ;: 
also, with the Hundred of East Budleigh, which had been grasped by the 
Grown, in consequence of the iniquitous and unjustifiable attainder of 
Henry Courtenay, Marquess of Exeter. If the mammon of iniquity could^ 
oonfer happiness, this very rich man must have been, supremely, lidppy.. 



I 
! * 



7© 

ment and behaviour of the votaries of both sexes, 
that their enormities might be discovered, or rather 
that their, houses might be dissolved, and their lands 
confiscated." X That he was a time serving politician, 
and callous to moral and religious principles, w;hen 
his interest was concerned, it would be folly to deny. 
But still he is much to be commended for his grate- 
ful attachment to Exeter College, .in Oxford, where 
he had received his education ; as also for his resolu- 
tion to resign all rectories, or appropriated tithes and 
glebes, to their first spiritual uses ; and for his readi- 
ness to make immediate restitution for that purpose. 

I See Bisbop White Kennet's Parochial Antiquities, p. 6T1. a work roost 
admirable for its perspicuity, candour, and elaborate research r 
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BUCKL4ND ABBEY.* 



X HIS abbey, seated oa.the Eastern banks of tha 
Tavy, was founded in honor of our Lady and St. 
Benedict, in the year 1278, by Aniicia, Countess of 
Devon. Far this new foundation she obtained a 
eolony of Cistercian monks, from Quarrer, in the Isle 
of Wight. These Religious, without the previous 
licence and approbation of Walter Bronescombe, the 
Bishop of Exeter, presumed to celebrate mass, and to 
exercise their Cunctions. The Bishop resented this 
trespass on his dk>cesan jurisdiction, and subjected 
the community to excommunication and suspension. 
But he soon relieved them from this penalty, at the 
solicitation of the Queen Eleanor. — Vid. fo. 96-97. 
Reg. Bronescombe. 

I. Walterud, Dei grA, Exon Epus dilecto filio 
Officiario suo, salutem, gratiam & benedictionem. 
Cum ad instanciam & peticionem Serenissime Dne, 
Dne Aleanore Regine Anglie, dudum vobis scripse- 
rimus, ut suspensionis seu interdicti sententias in 
Monachos de Bodond Cystercien. Oidinis, seu loca 
sua, pro eo quod iidem Monachi in Diocesi Nostra 
absque auctoritate nostrA seu licentlA, Divina cele- 
brare presumpserunt, latas seu promulgatas relax- 
aretis, permittentes eosdem Divina celebrare, usque 
ad festum Pentecostis, ut quousque cum dictd Dnd 
nr&Regin& colloquium haberemus personale ; ejusdem 
Dne nostre precibus iterum inclinati, vobis mandamus, 
quatenus eosdem Monachos usque ad quindenam 
8ci Michaelis proxime venturi Divina ibidem libere 



* Arms^ Quarterly Argent <fe Gules, a Crosier, in bend. Or. 
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celebrare permittatis, ullam nemini eonim inferentes^ 
molestiam vel gravamen. Datum London, 6* KaL 
Junii,A.D. 1280. 

1 1. Universis &Ci Waltevas, &c. miseracione Divinft 
Exon Epu». Ad oniversrtatis restre notltlam voIumu» 
pervenire, quod nos Interdietum factum in Abbaeift. 
de Boclondy nostre Diocesis de noyo fundatd, tenore* 
presencium relaxamus ; <& concedimus quod Abbas dt 
Monacbi Cysterciensis Ordinis ibidem commorantes 
Divina ibidem licite celebrare <& que Ordinis Cis- 
terciensis, sunt, secundum regulam Sci Benedicti 
libere exercere valeant, jure, honore <fe dignitafer 
Episcopali & Ecclesie Eiton, in omnibus semper 
salvis. In cujus rei testimonium sigiilum nostrum 
presentibus fecimus apponi. Datum apud Teynton*^ 
Episcopi, in festo Beate Marie Magdalene A. D. 
1280, & Consecrationis nostre 23^. 

I regret that I cannot present the reader with the 
regular succession of the Abbots of Buckland. — The 
following names and institutions are extracted from: 
the Registers : — 

A. D. 

1. Galfridus occurs Abbot A. D. 1304 

2. TAoi^a^ occurs in 1311 
3 Thomas ff^appelegh occurs in ISTST 

4. John Bryion^ admitted 1. Aug. 1385 

5. John Spore, confirmed 28. Sept. 1449 

6. John Hylle, admitted 16. Oct. 1453 

7. Thomas Olyver succeeded 20. March, 146i 

8. John Brundon followed. 

9. Thomas Whyie, was the next Abbot, and 

was alive in 1527 

John Toker, or Tucker, was the last Abbot. 
The yearly revenues of Buckland Abbey were 

valued at jt241. 17. 9i. ; though some have rated 

them as high as £341 per annum. 

£ s. d 

Abbas de Bocclond habet Manerium de 

Boclond , 16 % 8 

* It is very certain, that the Bishops of Exeter bad a palace at Bishop's 
Teignton, long before. the time of Grandisson. In the early part of his- 
Episcopacy, he states to Pope John XXII. the existence of pulcra edificia. 
at Bishop's Teignton; but does not insinuate tbat he had eiecfed them^ 
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£• s. d. 

Bykeley 6 li 8 

WolcamptoD, <& in Dertemer ».•. ........ 6 10 8 

Colomptoa que tax ad ...t ».... 9 15" 4 

Apud Wykecombe tax »•• 13 4 

Summa ^39 13 8 



Decima £2 13 H 



This Al)bey had also very considerable property 
in Bampton. 

The following pensionis were granted to the Reli- 
gious, 28. April, 31. Hen. VIIl,':— 

j£. s. d. 

To John Toker, Abbot 60 

Thomas Maynard 5 6 .8 

William Gye 6 

Thomas Hooper 6 

Robert Toope 5 6 8 

John West 6 

William Alford : «> 6 

Hugo Harvey 4 13 4 

Benedict Loved ge * -4 13 4 

Simon Rngewaye..... 4 

William Myllford 4 

William Ebbesworth 36 8 

John Joidaa. ■. 3 6 8 

Sir William Pole, in p. 337. of his Collections, 
xnistakes the order of the occupants of this dissolved 
monastery. The scite then was first granted 33. Hen. 
VIII. to Richard Greynfeld, and " four years after" 
it was conveyed to " Richard" Crymes, of London. 
In the time of Queen Elizabeth, it was purchased by 
Sir Francis Drake, in a descendant of whose family it 
^till continues^ 

I have seen an indenlure made between the Abbots 
Thomas Wbite, and Robert Derkeham, organist. 
It is dated 28. May, 1 622. The Abbot engages 
<to pay Robert an annuity of £2. 13. 4 ; to pro- 
Tide him a decent table ; to aUow a filrnished 
foom over the West gate of the monastery, and a 

G 



gown, every year, of the valae of 12s. He farther 
engages to Robert the reversion of a tenement at 
M UtoOy then occupied by John Brooke ; and, in the 
mean while, to provide a decent dwelling-hoose 

girden, the moiety of the rent to be paid by Robert 
erkebam, who is however to have the feeding of 
two cows, until he obtains possession of John Brooke's 
tenement. Robert is also to be allowed five ounces of 
bread and a quart of beer every night throughout the 
year; a wax candle from 1. Nov. until 2. Feb. ; and 
thirty horse-loads of faggots for his fire. In const- 
deration of all this, the said Robert is to assist in 
the choir every day dnring divine service, and to 
teach four boys of the convent, any one of whom he 
may choose, to wait upon him as his servant. He 
further engages to instruct the boys, and those monks 
who may wish to learn, in the art of music and 
playing the organ« 

N. B. This indenture was admitted and allowed 
by the Augmentation Court, 18. Dec. 1540. 

The editor of '^ the Beauties of England," vol. 4. 
p. 14. Art. Devon, remarks, that the Abbey of 
3ucland is said to have planted tfa^ earliest orchards 
}n the county. 
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DUPfRESWELL ABBEY .♦ 
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HIS Cistercian abbey, near Honiton, was foun4ed 
4n the year 1201, by William Lord Brewer, who has 
been already mentioned as the father and founder of 
the houses of Tor and Polslo,. The conventual 
church of Dunkeswell he chose for the^lace of his 
interment. 

Of the history of this abbej^ very little ^an be 
gleaned from the registers of the See of Exeter. 
The following names of the Abbots are all that I can 
recover : — 

A. D. 

1. Thomasi^ whom I meet in an Indenture 
4ated 29. Sept. 1263 

2. Johfij who became Abbot 17. Oct. 1311 

3. William^ confirmed on Palm Sunday, 1318 

4. WUUam de Slanlake^ admitted 8« Sept. 1321 

5. John flucceeded 

6. Simon foUowed 22. Feb. 1341 

7. fVUliam FF'edmore, confirmed 7. April, 1353 

8. Alexander Burlescombe^ admitted Aug. 1397 

9. IS/cAarcIXfampGr/ succeeded 17. July, 1399 

10. John Bokelond^ Sidmitted 10, June, 1410 

11. John Olery, confirmed 26. April, 1439 

12. Simon succeeded 13. Feb.. 1441 

13. Thomas DtdUon^ occurs Abbot in several 1478 
leases from 1478 to I486 

14. Richard Pyimyater^ occurs to a lease 
dated 1. Sept 1498 

15. John fF'hilmore, is a party to a covenant 
dated 6, July, 1509 

16. John Ley, the last Abbot, w&s confirmed 
23. June, 1529 

* Arms. Two Bends ^ravy ; as appears from a seal in the Augmentatton 
iOffice. N. B. These are the arms of the founder. 

.g2 
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At the dissolution of the abbey the following 
Religious obtained the grant of pensions 18. May^ 
1540:— £ s. d. 

To John Ley, the Abbot 60 

John Webbe 6 

William Boreman 6 

John Seger „...*..,.*..^. .:........ 6 6 8 

John Gejanyngs- .,. ■* 4 13 4 

Thomas Typson 4 13 * 4 

JohnBenette 4 13 4 

The yearly revenues were, as Dugdale says,i;294. 18. 6 

According to Speed £298. 11. 10 

In numerous indentures and leases still extant, I 
observe frequent mention is made of their manors of 
Hackepen, Broadhembry, Shildon, Shabbecombe, 
Bolham, Bowerhays, Wolveston, Auliscombe, Weryn- 
stone, Ugston, WoUferwchurche and Old Dunkes- 
well. The abbey had property also in the parishes 
of Coleton Rawleigh, Payhembry, UflFcuim, Kentis* 
here Dodington and Honlton. 

In Exeter, a house and garden, situate in St. PauFs 
parish, belonged to the abbey, and which, I think^ 
was the Abbot's town-house. 
From the Taxatio, — 

ABBikS DE DONKESWBLL HABET 

• £. S. d. 

Manerium de Wolfrechurche tax ad 6 16 

Apud Wywod^quetax ad.. ^... 3 6 

Apud Bourheye & Stentwode 4 1*0 0. 

Apud Aylescombe 2 8 

Donkeswellde redd que tax ad 2 4 

Shilden :.«...... 4 4 

ApudlaHydon ....,.;........ : 1 10 Q 

Lovepute ^..•....^••..^. 1 16 8 

Apud Upotry 4 

Manerium de Hembiri .....,.,.....*... ^ 10 

Apud Hugheton ..-..,.. 16 

Apud Wyngeston ....,....*.......,.,........•....•....- 1 10 

Apud Sengetil 2 

Apud Hankelonde 3 14 

Apud Dodeton ...— . 1 19 9 

^JUtaneriuni de Hakepenne .^....^...... .•.....•••• 7 .3 4 
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Manerium de BueIonde& Bruer \ 7 8 

Mauerium de Ljraecombe 7 12 

Summa £64 12 



Decima £6 9 2 



N. B. This calculation is not correct. 

I observe that Bishop Bronescombe dedicated 
the parish church of Dunkeswell, in VigiiiA Sci 
Nichi 1260. The benefice had been appropriated 
to the abbey eighteen years before, by Bishop Brewer, 
as appears from Resist. Bronescombe, fo.*19. 

"Omnibus see Matris Eclesie filiis ad quos pre- 
sentes litere pervenerint Willelmus miseracione 
diWnA Exon Epus, salutem in Dno eternam. Noverit 
universitas vestra, quod considerata CQtidiau^ hospi* 
talitate, quam in domo Beate Marie de Donekewell 
(ultra quam facultates ipsius domils suppetunt) vide- 
antur devote exercere, de consensu & voluntate 
dilectorum filiorum Decani <& Capituli Exon, eccle- 
siamde Donekewell Parochialem cumoibs pertinenciis 
suis que ad patronatum Abbatis <& Conventils dicte 
domds pertinere dignoscitur. Divine caritatis intuitu 
in Augmentum Hospilal Halts ejosdem^ misericorditer 
duxiraus concedendam & in proprios usus imppetuum 
confirmandam. Et quia Abbacia de Donekewell 
infra iimites Parochie dicte Eclesie sita est, volumus 
uteandem per honestom capellanum imppetuum faciat 
deserviri. Volumus et, ut dictis Abbati & Conventui 
occasione dicte eclesie^ cum tenore privilegiorum,suo- 
rum nihil servitutis aocrescat. In hujus rei testimonium 
present! scripto sigillum nostrum apponi fecimus. 
DatumapudCerdell.Kal.Octob.angratieMCCXLII." 

In the letters patent of Henry VIII. <Jated 4. July, 
1540, in which that Monarch bestowed on Lord John 
Russell so great a proportion of abbey and church 
lands, situate in the county of Devon, the grant of 
Dunkeswell forms a distinguishing feature. It is 
therefore unaccountable that Sir William Pole should 
positively pronounce, p. 203 of his Collections, " that 
the abbey of Dunkeswell continued in the Crown, 
until King James I. added it unto the revenue of 
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{he Dachy of Cornwall." This egregious mistake 
will be snfficienfly exposed by quoting the words of 
the letters patent. 

" Insuper ex uberlor^ gr& mk speciali & ex certS: 
scienti& & mero motu nostris damns <& pro conside - 
ratione predict^ per presentes pro Nobis, Heredibus 
& Succesoribus nostris concedimus prefato Johanni 
Russell, Milltl, Baroni Russell, totam domnm & scitum 
nuper Monasterii sive Abbathie B. Marie Virginia de 
Dunkyswell in dicto Comitate nostro Devon modo 
dissolut, ae totam ecelesiam, companile ac cemite- 
rium ejusdem nuper Monasterii ac omnia messuagfa, 
domos, edificia, grangias, orrea, stabnla, columbaria^ 
sta'gna, vivaria, ortos, pomaria, gardina, terram Sc 
solum nostra, tam inflra quam extra scitum, septum, 
ambitum, circuitum & precinctum ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii de Dunkyswell existentia, ac molendinum 
nostrum aquaticum, duo gardlna <& quatuor curti- 
lagia cum pertinendis in Olde Donkyswell in dicto 
comitati^ nostro Devon, que dicto nuper Monasterio 
de Dunkyswell spectabant sive pei^inebant." 

Then follows an enumeration of various parcels of 
land, comprehending about sixteen hundred acres, 
besides other property belonging to the abbey, which 
the King bestows on Baron Russell, together with 
the advowson, patronage and appropriation of the^ 
parisli churches of Old Dunkeswell, Auliscombei, 
and of a free chapel there. 
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HARTLAND ABBEt.* 



!!^T. Noetan, jsotnetimes called St. Nygbton, the 
patton Saint of Hartland Abbey, was of royal Welsh 
extraction. Leland calls him a Martyr, and sayd, 
4. CdUectanea p. 153, that be was ^buried at Hart- 
laud. When the Saint lived, and hovir and by whom 
martyred, I have not been able to discover. 

A community of Secular Canons was attached to the 
cbuxch of St Nectan at a very early period. But 
Sir JeflFery Dynham, whose property was very ex- 
tensive in the north of Devon, procured .the licence 
of King Henry 11. to change these secnktr, for regular, 
. Canons -of the order of ^t. Augustine, attd to found 
a monastery for them. It is probable that the ori- 
ginal monastery was very incomplete, and of a rtide 
style of architecture; for Bishop Stapeldon, who 
visited it in the year 1319, describes the dorniitory 
as being in a ruinous condition, and .the lavatory as ni 
contrived. He complains that there was no locuto- 
rium for thfe Religious — that the church was dark — 
and the belfry insufficiently covered in ; and he re- 
commends to the Abbot to see that these defects be 
amended in the new church that was shortly to be 
erected, 'Mn ecolesift noviter constroeudd; Vid. 
Begist. fo. a47. 

Until the dissolution of the abbey, the patronage 
was vested in the Dynham family. Sometimes, hov- 
^ver, the names of Fttzwarren, of Zoucbe, of Carewe 
and of ^rundell, occur as patrons. The reason is 

• Two Several ooa<s of Arms' 1 . Arg. a Crosier in pale Or, sarmouuteil 
by a Stag's (ea4 C9l)0$tked. sable, bomed Gules. 2. Gtiles^ a Bend between 
three Pears iiift, Or. 
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this: the heads of those four families married the 
four daughters of the founder. 

The following is the best catalogue of the Abbots 
that I can offer to the reader : — 

A. B 

1. HugOy who was Abbot, I belie ve, in the 
Feign of King John 

2. John FTesicoity I think, succeeded. Vid. 
Prince's Worthies, p. 754. 

3. Ogerus de Kemiiy admitted 10. June, 1261 

4. nomas Wyhhehir succeeded 4. Oct 1281 

5. John occurs Abbot in 1312 ; but resigned, 

on account of bodily infirmities^ 18.. Sept.. 1329 

and died soon after. 

6. John de Ralegh j I believe, succeeded: he 
died Tcry early in the year 1 350 

7. David de Wysicoie^ confirmed 6. March, 
that year. 

8. WiUiam Beaumoniy instituted 2 Feb. 1355 
He was alive in 1373. 

9. PAt'/ijp Tone occurs Abbot in 1*399 
He died on Sunday 7. Dec. ' 1427 

10. Cfencianus Maiiyngoy elected 20. of the 
same month and year^ 

He died 5. June, 1442 

11. Richard Tawion succeeded- eight days 
after. 

He died 1. June, M$2 

12. Another Richard Tawion succeeded 28. 
June, 1462 

l-3« John PmsU who died in the summer of Ii529 

14. Another J^Ait Prust succeeded 21. Aug. 
that year. 

N. B. This Abbot, with five of his Religions^ 
subscribed to the King's supremacy, 31. Aug. 1534 

15. Thomas Pope^ the last Abbot ;: he sur--i 
];endered his monastery 2U Feb^ 1539 

I fiQd the following pensions were granfed 
30. April, 31. Hen. YIII. e 

£. s. d. 

To Thomas Pope, Abbot., 66 13 4 

JohnHorwell 6 13 4 

Roger Stone 6 13 4 
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£. s. dr 

Henry Kyne ,...; 6 13 4 

Nectanus Bera 6 6 8 

The income of the abbey was rated at £306. 3. 2| 

The scite was granted 37. Hen. VIII. to William 
Abbot. 

In the taxatio of Edward I. I meet with the fol- 
lowing particulars : — 

£f s. d. 
Abbas de Hertiland percipit de eccfel de 

Molend 3 6 8 

De ecclesid de Knoudeston 3 7 8 

De ecciA de Fforberi 7 

Habet apud Bideford <& Alwynton 6 19^ 4 

Apud Barnastapol de redd 2^ 

Apod Thtriogton, Breonford<& Wykelegh de 

redd 1 16 I 

Apud Brafford que tax 5 O 

Southmolton de redd 4 

Apud Kynelaunde de redd 4 

.Maueriupn de Launcell 11 10 

Apud Bodmyne de redd . ..100 

Id villd Exoo de redd 10 

In Regist. Broneseoni'be fo. 19. it is stated that 
the pariish church of Stoke, or St. Nectan's, had 
Jong been deprived of a Vicar, " per negligentiam 
Abbatis & ConvefitAs de Hertilond". He orders the 
Abbot to pay the Vicar in future 100s. per annum ; 
also to provkiehim with meat and drink l^ke one of the 
Canons ; to maintaiD his man-servant ; and keep hfm 
eue horse. This ordinance is dated 29. May^l^61. 

The abbey presented also to the chapel of Wei- 
combe fwhich was made independent of St. Nectan's^ 
& Parochial 1508) —also to the churches of Fre- 
m'ington,. Brushford, Abbotsham, Abbots'-Bickiog- 
ton, Molland, Forbery, Knostone, Woolfardiswor- 
thy and others. 

It also possessed the manors of Lancelles, Curgh^. 
Knoll 4& Estcote, in Cornwall. 

The Abbot's towtt-hoiise, in Exeter, appears ta 
bave been in the High-street. 

*' Sciant presentes <& futuri quod ego Matildis quon- 
dam uxor Willi de Lancell in legitiina viduitate mea 
dbedi <& concessi,,<& q^uietum elamavi imppetuuia Doa 
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Hugoni Abbati de Hertylond <& Conventui ejusdent 
loci, totum boscum quem habni vel habere debui ia 
Manerio de Lapcell nomine dotis cam omnibus per- 
tinenciis suis. Et totum jus quod habui vol aliquo 
modo habere potui in totali dicto boscho vel in 
aliqua.ejus parte, ita qd nichil juris vel exactlonis 
mihi inde retinui imppetuum. Et pro h&c donatione 
& eoncessione me& hab^ndJL dederunt mihi dictus 
Abbas & Conventus X solidos argent! pro manibus. 
Que ut rate <& stabiles permaneant In posterumy eas 
present i carta me& 6c slgilli mei impFessione eon- 
firmavi. Hiis testibus," <&c. <&c. 

The last owner of the abbey and its possessions, 
was Paul Orchard, Esq. who died in 1812, and 
whose memory will long be cherished in this county* 
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St. MARY, 



OF OTTER Y. 
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1^ 
ROM Domesday it is clear that the Chapter of 

St. Mary's chur<rh, at RoneD, in Noriuandy, held 
Otrei manor of William the Conqueror. Bishop 
Grandisson. informs us, that it was the gift of Edward 
the Confessor to that reverend body. Whether there 
wasaparish church on the manor, prior to the year 
^ l^SQTTam'nof prepared to say ; but early in the 
December of that year, Bishop Bronescombe per- 
formed the dedication of the chu1rch'St"tTfery. The 
taxation of this church, in 1334, was £20 per an. 

Bishop Grandisson, whose noble birth^ and ex- f 
alted station In the church, 'were only exceeded by 
his generosity and magnanimity, had long enter^ 
tained the design of formnng an establishment that 
might serve as a sanctuary for piety and learning. 
The situation that he judged most proper for the 
purpose was Qtery ; the spot wcut pleasant, fertile 
and salubrious; it was \a the vicinity of Exeter ; he 
could therefore, without prejudice to his episcopal 
duties, be frequently present to watch its rising 
growth ; and his successors in the See would easily 

* It is worthy of remark that the noble family of Clifford is conneeted 
with this Ulustrious Bishop by his mother's side <£wias). In the Clifford 
pedigree, approved and admitted- 1%. May, 1673, by Edward Walker 
Edward Bysse and William Dugdale, Kings of Arms, 1 find tnat Roger 
de Clifford, in the time' of Henry III. married Sibilla, daugbterand heiress 
of Robert de Bwias. The father of this Sir Robert Ewias, foundedtfae 
Cistercian abbey of Dore, in. Herefordshire— of which more hereafter. It 
further appears from the pedigree^ that the Cliffords were also allied to Henry 
Mar&hal, Bishop of Exeter,, in the reigns of Richard I. and King John» 
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be able to crush faciion and vice in the very bacfy. ! 
and to encoorag^ the spirit of fervor and religions 
discipline. Accordingly, with the approbation of 
his Sovereign Edward III. and of his friend and 
patron, Pope John XXII. he opened a negociation 1 
with. the Dean and Chapter of Roaen, for the pur- 
cliase of the said church and manor. In vol. 1. 
of his register, the letters between the parties are 
preserved. . It seems that the Chapter calculated 
on driving a hard bargain ; and their demands rose so 
high as to be designated by the Bishop as unreason- 
able and exorbitaht^ '* summa gravis <& intolerabilis 
& salva gratis vestra irratlonabTlts.^* At lengthV Eow- 
ever, they condescended to lower their price, and the 
Bishop, from his own purse, ex suo peculio, purchased 
the manor and the advowson of the church, both of 
which were then valued at two hundred and forty 
marks per annum . 

In fo. 43. of the same register is given the foun- 
dation deed of St. Mary's College. It sets forth 
that he had erected the parish church into a collegiate 
one — that the four principal ojQBcers of the establish- 
ment should be as follows: — I. the Warden. — 2. the 
Minister — 3. the Precentor — and 4. the Sacristan. 
These dignitaries ranked as Canons <& Prebendaries. 
Four simple Canons wer6 also to be attached to the 
service of this collegiate church, and their Prebends 
were denominated Q.uinta,*Sexta, Septima & Octava. 
The collation to these Prebends was to belong ex- 
clusively to the Bishop of Exeter, for the time being. 
There were also to be eight Choral Vicars in Priests' 
orders ; also one Priest toTiave charge of the parish- 
ioners ; one Priest to celebrate the early morning 
service, Presbyter matutinalis; one Priest to be at- 
tached to our Lady's chapel ; also eight Clerks, called 
Secondaries ; two otherCIerks, called Clerici Ecclesie; 
two other Clerks, called Aquebauli * ; eight choir 
boys, and a master of grammar. All these forty 
members of the college were obliged to assist at the 
daily and nightly office, in their proper habits. 

* Aquebauli were persons \i'bo carried tbe vessel of the boly water id 
proee5>sions and benedictions.— Scholars in tbe minor orders were alway^ 
to be preferred for this office.^Vid. cap. 29. Synod Exonien^ A. D. 1287 
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Tlie Canons were to possess the right of nominating: 
the Vicars, Secondaries, and others ; but if they should 
neglect to fill up a racancy within the space of twenty 
days, the appointment devolved on the Diocesan. 
No one person was permitted to hold a double office, i 

The Warden, by virtue of his office, was to receive 
annually 60s. 

The Minister was to receive the same sum. 

The Precentor was to receive 30?^ 

The Sacristan, the same as the Precentor. 

In quality of Canons, these dignitaries were entitled 
to the same stipend which the simple Canons enjoyed^, 
viz. 40s. per annum. ; on feasts that were doubles, all 
the Canons were to have 6d. per day : on days •' qui- 
bus * regiiur chorus*^ 5d. ; on other days ' 4d. 
Should any be absent from matios, wuthout a reason- 
al)le cause, the forfeit was to be three farthings ; but 
one penny, if absent from high mass. or vespers. 

Each Vicar was to receive a weekly allowance of 
1 2d. besides a yearly stipend of 20s. Should any 
Vicar absent himself from matins, high mass, or ves- 
pers, he was to forfeit one penny ; if absent from 
prime, tierce, sext, or none, he was to lose one far- 
thing of his pay. 

The parish Priest was to receive six marks per an- 
num. The clergyman who served our Lady's chapel, 
and the eight Secondaries, were to receive 8d. weekly, 
and 12s. per annum : for each absence they were to 
lose one farthing. The choir boys were to receive 
5d. weekly, aad 6s. 8d. per annum, .and were 
liable to the same forfeits as the Secondaries. The 
t^wo Clerici_Ecclesie, and the school-master, were to 
receive two ma?t¥ per^nnum. The two clerks 
Aqu^bauTi, besTdesThe ordinary fees from the parish- 
ioners, were to receive 6s. 8d. from the college 
yearly. 

The members of the college were to elect, from 

** 'From the ciroamstanoe,. that the Bishop of Sarum was Precentor in 
the coUef^e of Bishops, and that he directed the choir, when the Bishops 
assisted at a service solemnly performed by the Arcl^ishop of Canterbury, 
(Lyndwood Provinciale p. 104.) it woald seem tbst the expression diebos 
5}uibus regitur chorus, imported '' solemn festivals." But in the case be- 
•fore us, how comes it that the remuneration is less than on doubles ? ^. ,|f 
^tJbe 4ays ara not semidoubles ? 
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the boJy of Vicars, an officer called the Suecentor ot 
Subcbanter. Besides his duty in the choir^ be was 
also to note down and report the absentees ; and be 
was entitled to a nioiety of all the fines collected from 
8uch]absentees as were not Canons : the other moiety 
was to be delivered to the stewards, who were to be 
two in number, and to be chosen from the Canons 
every year, on the Vigil of St. Michael. It further 
appears, from the deed of foundation, that each 
Canon had his own house; "and that the Bishop had 
erected a suitable mansion for the Vicars and infe- 
rior ministers, where they lived in common. 

Bishop Grandisson expressly enjoins that the an-* 
niversaries of Cardinal Peter, Bishop of Prseneste^ 
who had consecrated him in the Dominican church,, 
at Avignon, 18. Cct. 1827; of Pope John XXII.* 
his friend and promoter; of William Grandisson, 
his father ; oif Sibiila, his mother ; of his uncle, 
Otho Grandisson ;t and of his brothers and sisters, 
should be observed with solemnity; and that con-» 
siderable charities- should be distributed to the poor 
on these occasions. 

For the endowments of this extensive foundation, 
the Bishop grants for ever to the college the manor 
I ■ of Otery, with all its rights and appurtenances, with 
!; the reservation of 6s. 8d. to be paid annually to 
I' the Dean and Chapter of Rouen. This deed is dated 

/J j 7_ U 22. January, 1337-8. The approbation of the sove- 

/ I reign Pontiff, Clement VI. is dated from Avignon 
i 27. June, list year of his pontificate, (T342). 
»^ A few months after the foundation. Bishop Gran- 
\ disson, with the free consent of the Prior and Con- 
vent of Plympton, procured the annexation of the 
church of Ilsington to his college. The appropria- 
tion is dated 5. May, 1338.— Vid. l.Regist. fo. iWv 4Z 

• In 1. Regist. Grandisson, fo. 106. it is stated, that the anniver- 
sary of this Pope was on the 4. Dec. ; the anniversary of William Gran- 
disson on £6. June; and of Sibilla, on 21. Oct N.B. Hoker incorrectly 

calls Grandisson's falfaer, Gilbert. 

t This Otho, the Bishop's brother, was very rich, and had obtained of 
King Edward 1 II. a grant of the county of Tippcrary, in Ireland. See p, 
*64, of Parnell's Apologj. In a patent 33. Edward III. we find '* Rex 
tenetur Otoni de Grandissono in decern millibus Mukonum auri,'' thi^t 
^s with coins, stamped with an Agnus Dei. See Spelman's Glossary;. 
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The priory, however, in resigning thi« benefice, 
reserved an annual pension of 1 00s. 
I For the better support of this establishment, Otho 
Grandisson, the Bishop's brother, purchased of St. 
Stephen's Abbey, at Caen, in Normandy, the living 
of Northam, and appropi'iated it to the college 
3. Dec. 1363. In consequence of this accession 
of property, the number of Vicars was increased from 
eight to ten. It further appears, from 1. Regist. 
fo. 213. that.this Otho had bequeathed to the college 
certain houses and rents in the city of London. 

From an interesting document, dated 22. Feb. 
1422. vol. 2. Regist. Stafford fo. 278. we discover 
that the college was charged with providing every 
thing necessary 'for Bishop Grandisson 's chantry, 
(sometimes called St. Radegundes' chapel,) on the 
right hand of the great Western entrance into the 
Cathedral of Exeter. To support this chantry and 
the officiating clergyman, certain lands and messuages, 
situate in the Old Jewry, in London, had been be- 
queathed by Mr. Nicholas Braybrook, and others.* 

In 3. Regist. Lacey fo. 146. with the further 
appropriation of the church of Iplepen, A. D. 1439. 

I'he founder had originally determined, that if 
any monies remained in the college -treasury at Mi- 
chaelmas, a moiety should be taken out to be distri- 
buted amongst the residentiary Canons. But on 1. 
July, 1354, he decreed that the expences of hospi- 
tality, which the Warden, from the nature of hi» office, 
was obliged to incur during the course of the year, 
should previously be refunded before any distribution 
;should take place* 

Two singular ordinances of the founder are stated 
In 1. Regist. fo. 105. The first, that after the solemn 
service and procession on the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin, (15. Aug.) a handsome enter«- 
tainment was to be provided at the expence of the col- 

* The college w«s bouad to keep tbe Obit of tbis Mr. Niobol«s Bray- 
brook, and Tlwobald Moaotensy, Esq. on tbe second day after the Feast of 
tbe Bpipbany of our Lord. N. B. In tbe chantry, wirain the paUce of tbe 
Bishops of London, perpetual prayers were offered for the souls of tbe Bi&faops 
of London, for the Braybrook family, and ** for John Grandisson, oncjs 
Pisbop of Exeter*"— Vid. Dugdale's Hi&t. of St^ Paul's, p. 13^. 
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leg^ at tvhicfa the whole cominiinity was to assist, 
habited in surplices ^' in signum Candida virginitatis 
Beate Marie." 

The second, that, as a mark of gratitude to the 
foundation, and in order to perpetuate their own 
memory, each of the four dignitaries was bound to 
present to the College a silk cope of the value of 40s. ; 
each of the four simple Canons was to make a dona* 
tion of a chasible, or tunic, or dalmatic, or^ of a de* 
cent alb, with an amice, stole and maniple,or of some^^ 
book that might be useful to the church, of 20s. value ; 
or once pay to the college treasury the sum of 20s. 
It is to be observed that this regulation was not 
binding, if the members had not enjoyed their pre^ 
bends a complete year; and again, that it was 
optional, whether they made the donation dtiring 
their lives, or bequeathed it at their death. 

The oath taken by a member of the college, was as 
follows : — " Ego, N. ab h4c hor& in antea fidelis ero 
Ecclesie Collegiate Sancte Marie de Otry ac Colleglo 
& Confratribus meis Canonicis ejusdem. £t ordina- 
tionem ac statuta dicte Ecclesie k Venerabili Patre 
Dno Johanne de Grandissono Exon Epo fundatore 
dicti Collegii edita quantum ad me attinet, fideliter 
observabo ; ac-jura 6c libertates ipsius CoUegii pro 
posse meo defendam ac tuebor. Sic me Veuu adjuvet 
& hec sancta," <&c. 

Before I present the reader with the succession of 
the Wardens of Otery College, I will merely notice the 
gross error of Godwin in his life of Bishop Grandisson, 
that it was a foundation for Black Monks* '^ Colle« 
gium condidit monachis atratis Otereise." * Such an 
assertion is too absurd to require aserious refutation. 

WARDENS. 

A. B. 

1. Richard de GonisaJey appointed warden 
provisionally, 17. Jan; 1337-8 

2. Bichard de Oiry succeeded 84. June, 1338 

* The Library of this cburch must have beeBOonsiderable. John de Exeter, 
clerk, bequeathed to it, 28. July, 1445, books to the number of 136^— yy^ 
^,. Regist. Lacy, fc. 513^ 
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3. Henry Bonet^ who resigned 9. May, 1360 

4. Andrew Aliemore succeeded 17th of the 
following June. 

5. John Coierel occurs Warden in 1387 

6. iWiUiam Slade succeeded 

7. John Bokelond, admitted 17. Oct. 1399 
•8. John Tyret^ died late in 1414 

9. John Sar^er succeeded on the ensuing 28th 
x)f January. 

10. John Hancocky admitted 31. August, 1446 
I believe it was during this Warden's govern- 
ment, that King Henry VI. in the «ummer of 
1451, visited the college. Izacke informs us, 
that he was received with great solemnity, and 
that he lodged in the college two nights. 

11. Thomas Stephens. 

12. Thomas Corm.9A, Episeopus Tynensis & 
suffragan to Bishop Fox, collated to the war- 
denship in December, 1490 

N. B. He resigned this office in June, 1511 

13. Thomas Michell succeeded on the 27th 
of the same month and year. 

14. Thomas Chard, Episcopus Soluhricensis, 
succeeded 9. Oct, 1513 
And resigned in the autumn of 1518 

15. f^a?/er JDwrfman, confirmed 16! Oct. 1518 

16. Oliver Smith followed 26. June, 1526 
N. B. This Warden, with Roger Bramiston, 

Minister ; Roger Stokeman, Sacristan ; and 
William Dyeher, Canon ; subscribed to the 
King's. Supremacy, 13. July, 1534. -Vid. 14. 
Rymer*s Foedera, p. 508. 

17. /oAw jP^^Aer, appointed by Bishop Vey- 
sey,' Smith's successor, 30. Oct. 1564 

At the dissolution of the college, its annual 
income was rated at £303. 2. 9. 

I meet with but two pensions, which were granted 
at Westminster, 12. July, 37. Hen. VIII 

£. s. d. 

To Nicholas Philips, Vicar 6 18 5 

Baldwin Bastconobe 6 18 5 

The college was granted, 37. Hen. VIII. to Edward, 

H 
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I Earl of Hertford* The Ktng:, in the same year, 
; founded the grammar-school for the parish. 
1 The following answer of Bishop Veysey to the 
' writ of the Barons of the Exchequer^ desiring infor- 
mation concerping the temporalities of this college, 
is copied from his Register, vol. 2. fo. 6. 

** Johannes permissione dinnd Exon Epns, egregiis 
viris Baronibns de Scaceario Dni mei Regis apod 
Westmonasterium, salutem in eo, in quo est omais vera 
isalus. Breve Dni Regis presentibus mterefusu^ cum 
ek qu4 decuit reverenei& acceptmus sufo tenpre in eo- 
dem contento. Cujus quidem Brevis aiuctOrftate pari- 
tcr& vigore certificamus, quod scrutatis tfegiistris nos- 
tris ac i^liis evidenciis diligenter reeensitis, com-^ 
perimusquod Gustos & Collegium de Otry ha'boerntit 
& In sues proprios usus tenueruht prout in 'present! 
habent 6c tenent, ecdesiam See Marie de Otry uoi- 
tarn <& appropriatam dieto Custddi & Colleg^io pc^r 
Reverendum Patrem bone memorle Johahtiem de 
Grandissono, olim, Hum vixit, Expp Epum Prede- 
cessorem nostrum A. D. 1337.. Et solvere corisiteVe- 
runt pro decimA ipsins Colle^ii ratione Spiritualium 
& Temporalium £4. 7. OJ. — Item pro deeimA dicte 
Ecclie Dive Marie de Otry 20s. — Item jiro Vioario 
ejusdem 6s. 8d. Habent eciam in suos projprios ustis 
"& Optinent ecclesias Parpchiales sequenti^s, viz. 
Ecdesiam Parochialem de *Istyne;ibn quam appro* 
priavit dictis Cnstodi & ColIegioWitediotils'Reveren* 
dus Pater. A. D. 1338, cujus deci'ma r4s. 7id. ^Ifem 
€cclesiam Pafochial^m de Ipple'pen dicto Custodi 
^ Collegio appropriatam' per recolendum virum. felicis 
memorie j^^dmundum Lacy, olim Exbh Epi^m i^rede- 
CQS^prem nostrum A. D. 1439, cujus decima 6s.— It<?m 
$:eelesiam .^rochialem de |y ortham dfctp Custodi & 
Collegiop6r sepedictp'm Patrem Jqhemde Granctis- 
$ono ap^opriatam A. D. 136l;cuju^'decima'l4s. 9aid. 
Cbmperimus jbciam jper ^la fide digna ^ocumenta 
q[uod solvere consueverunfRegi tJeJlsitudinTac Proge- 
mtotibus sois pro temporalibus taxam spb nomino 
Decapi^ Ciipituli Ecclesie Rothbmagenjsi^ ?^s. Quod 
robis significamus' per has nostras literas pateixtes d^ 
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sic i&ianiitfta cetenissitit^ Regie Majestatis cum e4 
'^lik deCuH reterencid (Ss j()i1ig^QeiA 'eKeouti^ soaius* 
'I q quorui(ki dneinium & singiilbrain fidcm & teerlimatijiwi 
8fgil>uin nostrum, &e. 4^e^ DJutum iu mfttiM^ip nrde 
Qiudlegli lY. Nbvembfis A&no'Dai R^is ^enrici 
12^. <fc Com^ctatidnte Hbstreg^" 

Tke collegiate church of Qiiery :))as sometime 
"been complil^ to the Cathedral of Exeter, a&d h«is 
been called. St Pinter's ^n miniature, r The groiimd 
plan is indeed neaitly the same; but, iti my ppiiuoii, 
ft is a very Jitimble tooiitation of its prototype, and wtfl 
«taad no ctomparisdn in unity of: d^igq^ phagtenesst 
of architectui*e, and splendotir of decoration. Bishop 
iSrandisson seems to have built*, the whole of thb 
i^hoif, lind.of the Lady chapel, >nd to have* retained 
Ihe greater piftt of the walls and windows of tbe^oli^ 
churoh'.tofbrm the have^ w4iich he must have entirely 
new vaulted. We have already remarked -that BisbQp 
Bron^sCoitibe dedicated the Old parish church ih 
Igeo, in the reign of Hen, III. " ^ — 

.In a letter whicd ^andisson addressed to Pope 
Ceaedict'XiT. (vid. 1. Regtst. fo. 40.) he says, tUat 
this collegfa^te chnrch waer dedicated to our Lady, 
and 8t; Edw^d the Confes^cfi* ; and he afterwards 
adds ^' in quomm ire verenciam fbid^m jam Ecchsuda^ 
inter omnes.B^gni islSus juxta stirltti<i ^uum venuaiiar 
-e^t comkiuAa'^ ■■■■/■'. 

The curious o1>se)rvet Wift ^^mark ibfrotighoat the 
'church, in t1ie.nOrd«d<^ of Hf^nave^ choir und aisles'^ 
the arms of Gtandisson, viz : pale wise oi^ix^ €urgent 
and azure, a, bead gules, charged with a mitre between 
two eaglets displayed Or; asi&so vety frequently. th^ 
.Jl\f ootacute armotial bearings, viz. Argent 3 lozenges 
or : fusils in fess, guie». JProbably \yiUiam Moinia- 
cnte, JBarl of Salisbury, wha matried CaUiarine, 
|$lshop <TTtodii8so9'9 sister, mighty have assisted tin 
founding the c^tege, of* in altering and improving 
thef ofd fal^Ho; Th^ Bart 4ieii %:¥^h, 1844.«^-4S^e 1. 
Dugdale's Baronage, p. 64T. . ' * "^ 

A gorgeous chapel^ comnfliintcating with the nortlii 
aisle of the nave^ cannot fail to arrest the attention of 
the spectator. Perhaps it is the grandest sj^ei^imen of 
the florid and most f ecent style of English architec- 

h8 
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ture within the diocese of Exeter. ^ From the ^ttao^ 
rial bearings of Bishops Coartenay and Veysey, it is 
reasonable to suppose that it was began late in the 
15th, and finished in the early part of the 16th century. 
The feeling spectator will heave a sigh, when he 
beholds the two magnificent monuments in the nave, 
MppoBed to be erected to the memory of Grandisson's 
parents. If love of the arts could not protect them 
from injury and mutilation, still the respect due to 
•ooh an ornament of his' oountry and of mankind, 
should have secured them better treatment. I said 
that these monuments were supposed to be erected 
to the memory of the Bishop's parents ; for it is an 
unquestionable fact, that both were buried in the 
conventual church of Dore, in Herefordshire. In 1. 
Begilst. fo. 40. a letter of Grandisson's to P«pe Be- 
nedict XII. is extant. After eongratulating his Holi- 
ness on his recent promotion to the papal chair,^ he 
tells him that his eyes are still streaming with tears 
for the loss h6 has lately sustained by the death <rf 
his mother : he then proceeds thus : *^ Ipsa Mater 
mea Anglic^ genere, in dome Cisterciensis Ordinis 
nomine Dora*! suis Pr<]|genltorii>us fundatd, noviter 
hum! tradita, patrem licet Burgundum genere ibidem 
sepeliendum, ^Tube Arcbangelice ultimum sonitum 
prestolatur, prout venerabilis Doctor Abbas ejusdem 
dojniis do Dore dicte satis novit."— Perhaps the mo- 
numents in question were erected to some of the 
Montacute family. 

There was a chapel of our Saviour near Otery 
bridge. For the repairs of this chapel and the bridge, 
Bishop Lacy granted an indulgence of forty days, on 
the 8th Sept 1438. Bishop Veysey permitted one 
John Selman to become a Recluse in this chapel, on 
10. November, 1531.— Vid. 3 Regist. Veysey fo. 6J. 
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* Tk0 letter must cliearlj be writtBD early in \^SS, as Pope John XXU. 
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St. JOHN'S HOSPITAL,* 



EXETEn. 

• 

SETWBBNfo. 17 and 18 of Bishop BroDescombe's 
Register, a memorandum is inserted, pur portiog to 
be a true copy of the first and seeond foundation of 
the hospitals of SS. Ale»os, and John the Baptist. 
It states, that in t)ie year 1170, 13. Hen. II. 
whilst Bartholomew was Bishop of Exeter, William 
Prodom, the son of Ralph Prodom, had begun the 
foundation of St« Alexius' Hospital, in a spot of 
ground immediately behind St. Nicholas' Priory,t 
'^ retr6 Manasterium Sd Nicholai" — ^that he had ob- 
tained a spot of ground, called Illisberry, for this pur« 
pose, of Walter, the Abbot of Battle^ and that the 
same was confirmed to him by the Abbot Odo, who 
succeeded Walter. Thisi foundation was made for 
poor needy persons, *' pauperibus egenis," and was 
not a place of and for two Monks, as-Is^acke absurdly 
represents it. 

From this memorandum it further appears,. that the 
Hospital of St. Alexins subsisted for seventy years, 

* The original brass seal of the hospital was in the possession of the late 
Al^^rman Crossing. I have seen an impression— it was circular, and repre- 
sented a building something like » church ; but having on the south side 
three round arohes perfectly sixnilar to those still standing in the inner 
eourt. The inscription ran thus : — ** Sigill hospital Sci Johis juxta oriental 
Porta Exon." 

f Jenkins has discovered that " this hospital was situated in Gandy's 
Lane, anciently called St. Lucie's Lane ; a eammon ahridgement for 
St. Alexis."— See pages 3} and 329, of what he is pleased to call his " Hit- 
tory of Exeter." 

I have met wich a lease, dated 8. Feb. 1 . Hen. VII. wbeve the " Venella 
vocata Saint Luce," is described as being near Ffirerenhaye, and the 
gardens of the Prior of St. Nicholas. It is now called Friernhay-street, 

H3 



94 

when it was united to St« John's Hospital; neartbe^ 
East gate, founded and endowed about the year 124Q, 
by two bFOtheri^y called Gilbert and John Long. 
This act of incoFporation received the satification of 
King Henry III. and the confirmation of Boniface^ 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Soon after this, Joha., 
Longy one of the founders^ probablj^ from a motive 
of humility and charity, became a member of the . 
hpspital, and was appointed the master of the com- 
munity " of the brotherf( and sisters.'^* 

Bishop ByttoUy w^ho died in 1307, is recorded te>. 
have been a great beneffactor to this charitable insti- 
tution. Amongst ot^er good works he cepaired their 
iafirmary. 

1 ' The fitst regular mentian of the hospital i n the Regis* . 
ters of « the Sectof Exeter occurs in 1274^ wheU 
Bishop firpnescombe, on the 2 1* Sept. commissioned- 
William de Weipeliisdon, Canon of the Cathedral,, to^ 
the charge and administration of its>temporalitiesU: •In 
1276, John de Ca3tello was appointed to the. same 
office* And indeed it !s' obvious, fnun .the sequel 
of the registers, that uiitiL tKe dissolution of the. hos- 
pital, by Henry VIII, the Bishops commiSsi4>ned sonie 
respectable ecclesiastic to overlook its temporal con? . 
cerns. 

In Bishop GrandissonV Register," voL 2^ p. S. is an . 
interesting document,^ dated 29.. May, , 1329. It 
iiiforms us that Sii^ Philip de Cohiml^ariist and .his wife 
Alianora had bestowed on the hospital thie patronage ^ 
and advowson of the parish 6hurch of Holne; n^^ar .' 
Ashburton. Atthis timie the hospital was exceedingly 

toor.. This Bishop confirms the appropriation of the . 
enefice^ and orders that the number of clergymen, 
who served the hospital, originally confined totwo^ 
^hould be increased to four; and that one of. them 
should daily celebratebur Lady's mass; andaiiother^ 

* *^ Alft fnier Joben Loogus intrans fralersilatem predicti HospitAlt& , 
fttotus est Magist«r Foitram <% Sororum ejusdem Hospitalis.^' 

I also obserTe in S.^egist. Grandisson, fo. 134. that the bishop, on 3U 
Dec. I3S9^deflired Matilda de Tiverton^ whom he describes to be ''seoia 
•coDft>acta is corpore tiounrata^'' to be admitted among the infirm sisters of 
St. John's Hospital. 

t According to Leland, this Philip and his wife were buried in Barnsia^ 
pie priory, —See his Itinerary, toI, %, p. 104. 
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the mafis of requiem or o/ the day, according to his d<f -> 
votion ; for the welfare ojf the Columbers family, aiid of 
King Edward III. as also for the repose of the foUow- 
ing deceased benefactors, William lyTartyn & his wife 
Alianora, William de Hastyng, and ^ohn de Lacy« 
The hospital was to provide twenty wax tapers', eaeh 
of one pound weight, to be placed on the catafalque 
" super herciam" of William Martyn and Alianora his 
wife, who were interred in the Dominican church of 
(his city; which lights were to burn during the dirge 
there to be performed on their respective anniver- 
saries, viz. on William's anniversary, the Feast of 
St. Catharine the, Virgin ; and on Alianora*s, the Feast 
of St. Blase the martyr. On each of these anniver* 
saries the hospital was to pay 6s. 8d. to the said Domi- 
nican convent, and was also to perform a solemn 
service in their own church for the repose of the 
souls of the above-mentioned benefactors. 

In fo. 5. of the same vol. it is stated that Walter 
Stapeldon, late Bishop of Exeter, had intended to 
found a grammar school in St. Johu^s Hospital, 
and to appropriate to it the advowson of Ydrns- 
eombe Church, near . Barnstaple. His lamented 
and untimely fate prevented the execution of his 
pious intentions. Bishop Grandisson, with a zeal 
and spirit equally honourable ' to his head and 
bis heart, entered into the benevolent views of his 
predecessor, and, by his protection and munificence, 
may justly be styfed the founder of the establiishment. 
The deed of foundation is dated 133^, and sets forth, 
th'at two poor children shall be chosen from the Arch* 
deaconry of Barum ; one^ or both of whom, if judged 
proper, to be taken from Tarnscombe parish — 
one or two from the Archdeaconry of ,Totnes — two 
irom the Archdeaconry of Exeter— one or two from 
the Archdeaconry of Cornwall— three from amongst 
the chorister boys of Exeter Cathedral, and one 
at the nomination of. the Columbers family. The 
schoolmaster was, if possible, to be in priestly orders. 

In another document, vpL 1. fo. 184. bearing date 
31. March, 1354, the same Bishop acquaints us' that 
on his promotion to the See of Exeter, he, found this 
charitable establishment In the most deplorable con- 
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dition ; the only iDhabitantsi were then, one Prie»t' 
and a few infirm 'persons ; that he had sncceeded in 
increasing the number of the clergymen unto five, one 
of whom was to hold the office of Superior or Prior-^— 
that the number of poor persons on the foundation 
should be twelve in future — that there should be also 
eight boys with a master to teach them grammar- — and 
that he had enjoined the clergymen to adopt the order 
and observance of St. Augustine. He adds, that he 
had sometime before dedicated a spot of ground con- 
tiguous to their church, to serve as a burial place for 
their community. From a memorandum, fo. 128. of 
the same vol. we learn that the dedication of this 
cemetry, as also of the nave of the church from the 
entrance as far as the choir, " navem Ecclesie, vis. 
ab ipgressu ejusdem navis usque ad introitnm ohori," 
was performed 16. Sept. 1351, the Feast of St. 
Lambert, Bishop and martyr. See again* 1. Regist. 
Stafford, fo. 241. The high altar of the hospital 
church had been dedicated by Bishop Grandisson, 
12. Nov. 1336.— Vid. 2, Regist. fo.205. 

I believe there is scarcely a will in the episcopal 
registers, wherein a legacy is not* bequeathed to this, 
charitable foundation. 

Of the Priors or masters of the ht)spital, I havex 
recovered the following succession : — a. d. 

1. John BolchiUy admitted Prior 10. Feb. 1349 
He died 26. July, 1384 

2. Richard ff^odeford succeeded. 

He died 6. August, 1428 

3. John Dowrysshe followed. 

He died 2. May, • 1451 

Thus these Priors governed the house for 
more than a century. 

4. John Colyford succeeded five days after. 

He died in the spring of 1468 

5. Robert Comhe^ admitted 4. May, same year. 
He was living in 1498. 

6. Sohn Olyver, 

7> Richard Hull. 1 meet with in leases in 1515 

and 1524 

8. Robert Lawrence. H^ was living in 161S. 

9. Richard Harrys. 
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Vhis was the last Prior, and be subscribed tot&e 
supremacy 13. July, 1534, with three of his bre-^ 
thren. 

The annual income of the hospital was rated at 
J5102. 12. 9. 

On the 11. May. 1539, the following members o£ 
the hospital were gratified with pensions. 

£» s. d» 
Richard Harrys,^iate^ Prior or 

Master .'... 1^ 13 4 

John Broderidge \ •,. 3 6 8 

John Scotts ,♦,, 3 6 8 

In several leases now before me, I find the hospital: 
had property in Clyst, in Heavitree, in 8t. Sidwell's 
parish, as also certain tenements in the parishes of 
SS. George, Kerian, Martin, Stephen, and Lawrence, 
and in the Friernhay, within the city of Exeter. 

On 29. March, 36. Hen. VIII. Hugo Ffrye, of 
Exon, purchased of the Crown the rectory of Yarns- 
combe, for a term of twenty-one years, for the 
annual sum of £10. 
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FBANCISCAN CONVENT, 



EXETER. 



dL HE Franciscan Order w4s fir^t confirmed hy 
Pope Innocent III. 16, ApriJ, 1S09. About eleven 
years after, Brother Agnellps, with eight companions' 
of the same Institute, arrived in England^ and were 
graciously received by King Henry l^L 

As far as I can trace^ the Franciscan Convent in 
Exeter was established about the year 1250. '^ It 
was situated/' says Leland,. «* betwixt the North 
and West gate, neere the towne waulle, now a 
plain vacant ground caullid Ferenhay." This con-^ 
vent must have been greatly straitened for room;, 
as most of the land in that quarter of the city be- 
longed to the ancient and royal Monastery of St. 
Nicholas. Hoker asserts, that Bishop QuiviU, at 
first promised, but afterwards refused, to provide 
them with a more convenient situation ; and he says, 
that Peter Kenefeld, a Dominican and his Confessor,, 
had succeeded in poisoning his mind against these 
Religious. Godwin, wiithout the least evidence, is 
inclined to believe that, in revenge for. his opposition, 
the Friars managed to take the Bishop off by a very- 
strong poison. ^' Existimassem veneno rapido, illo* 
rum machinatione extinctum." I! ! 

in the appendix will be given an interesting letter 
of the Primate, Archbishop Peckham, in 1281, to 
Bishop QuiviU. F rom its tenor, we think it probable 
that our respectable Prelate did startle in the begin- 
ning at the extraordlnaryprivileges of the Franciscan 
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''@rdef ; theft be m^ht have considered them as scr 
fimny e&croachittenfs upoti the episcopal aothortty ;: 
and perhaps he^itdted to acknowledge them, untib 
satisfaetbty >proof. wa» brought that they had 
leally been'gi^anted by the Apostolic See. But that 
lie trtrty esteemed the Order, befriended its members, 
4nd aPowed Iheir ipriviteges,. is manifest fpom the^ 
6th chapter oif the Synodus Exoniensis which he 
held here in the year 1287. '^ Quia de rebus transit 
toriis nihil superest, quod animarum saluti debeat. 
anfeponi, Praecipimus quod ctim Fratres Pr^di- 
ecttores <& Mindres, tarn in Quadragesimal qnam eitra, 
jenm transitum ffecerint per Pai^ochias, Confessiones 
Fidelium libere audiant & penitentias injuugant*. 
Et si Sedes Apostolica eis ampHus indulserit vel 
indixerit indulgendum, hoc ab omnibus observetur. 
'Et qubniam ipsorum Fratrum preedicatio dc sancta- 
Qonversatio in ecclei^f^ Dei produxisse fructum non 
modicum dinoseitur, ubicumque per nostram Dioce- 
sim transitum fecerint, honorjfice admittantur. <& pro- 
<mrentur honeste." 

If the venerable Prelate eouid not serve them 
more effectually, why not attribute it to the short 

Sriod of bis governmenti and to the difficulties he 
d to encounter in re-building a new cathedral? 

Ip Bishop Bytton, Quiviirs successor, the Friars 
elperieneed a generous benefactor ; ^' he removed 
them from the Frierlihay;'' and, as Leland informs 
us, ^^ he builded them an house a little without the 
South gate." 

Bishop Bytton's Register, which might have thrown 
considerable Kght On this foundation, is entirely 
lost : the other reg^isters afford but little information 
respecting this community. In the appendix, is the 
copy of the donation of a library to their convent, ii^ 
the year 1266^ by Roger de Thoris, Archdeacon o£ 
Exeter. If I may judge from the lists of their 
Ordinandi, the community must have been numerous. 
It was certainly in high repute for learning and 
piety. I must here remark, that Jenkins's^ account 

* See p. 48. of bis Histor>' of Exeter. When this man ** was coDscious," 
as he tells us in his pre/ace^ *^ that he wus unequul to sucliaii underiokiDg *," 
why attempt it? 
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of this convent is a tissue of errors and absurdities. 
The convent was exceedingly poor— it had no real 
estate whatever, and it subsisted chiefly on the alm» 
and benefactions of well-disposed Christians. 

Many illustrious persons were buried in their con* 
ventual church. Amongst others, Isabella; who was 
first married to John de Courtenay, and after his 
death in 1^73, became wife to Lord Oliver Dinant. 
She ^as interred on the south side of the chancet. 
Hoker, in his MS. says, the convent was suppressed 
12. Sept. 1538. 

The scite was granted, says Tanner, to Humphry 
Rolles. It still retains the name of Friars: but I 
find no vestige of the convent, besides a part of an 
ancient building, supported by three buttresses * 

In Jones' Index to Records, I observe, under the 
Art. Exonia, "Carta De Johannd Hill occasionata 
ad ostendendum quo titulo tenet situm Fratrum 
Minorum vocatorum Le Grey FryarsjuxtaCivitatem 
praedictam. Paschae Reci^rda, 6. Edward VI. Roh- 
tulo 26." 

In the registers, frequent mention is made of the 
Franciscan convent at Plymouth. — We may here 
remark, that the English Franciscan province num- 
bered about ninety convents under the seven custo- 
dies of London, York, Bristol, Cambridge, Oxford, 
Newcastle and Worcester. An indeterminate num- 
ber, of Convents formed a Custody, of which the 
Superior was called Custos. The immediate Supe* 
rior of a convent was called Gardianus ; the Supe- 
rior of the whole body in England, was styled Minis- 
ter Provincialis. — See the learned and interesting 
work, entitled Collectanea Anglo-Minoritiea, 4t©. 
Loud. 1726. of which the Rev. Anthony Parkiasoa 
was Author. 
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DOMINICAN CONVENT,* 



EXETER. 



L 



lELAND informs us, that " there was a house of 
Blake Freres on the North sid^ of the Cemilerie of 
the Cathedrale ehureh, but withoute the Close." 
3. Itin. p. 60. 

The same writer notices the following works which 
he saw in their conventual library, 3. Collectanea, 
p. 151. 

Kilwardeby super Se'ntentlas. 

Shirwood super Sententias. 

Lectura Holcot super Sententias. 

Stephanus Cantuar : super Cantica Cantieorum. 

Concordia quatuor Evangelistarum, autore Cle- 
mente Lantonense. * Sic incipit : " Quseris quA fretus 
auctoritate." 

I regret to hare collected but little information 
concerning this establishment. It certainly existed 
here before the year .1259 ; for, early" that year, 
Bishop Bronescombe acknowledged, in writing, that 
the supply of water, conveyed into his palace from 
th^ Dominican convent, was to be copsidered as a per- 
sonal favor, and not be construed as a matter of 
tight by any ^f his successors. " Anno 1268, 17. KaU 
Aprilis, consignata fuit quedam litera super aque 
ductu de Domo Fratrnm Predicatorum usque ad 
curiam Dni Epi in suis adventibus <& eo apud 

* I have seen an Impression of the conventual seal. Under a pointed 
arch appears the blessed Virgin, holding the Divine Infant over an altar : 
an opposite figure seems intended for St. Joseph. Beneath, under an arch, 
is the half figure of a monk in the attitude of prayer. The iascriptioo is 
AS follows :— S. CoDvent. Frv. Predicatorum. Exon. 
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IBxon quandocumqne commorante, ita quod nullus 
Succesfforum suorum pracessu temporis in eodend 
aque ductu jus sibi possit vendicare." Regist. Bre- 
nescombe, fo. 5. 

Eight montbs after, Bishop Bronescombe dedi- 
cated their conventual church, Anno 1259 : "In eras- 
tino See Catharine Dominus dedicavit ecclesiam Pre- 
dicatorum apud Exon " 

This church became the burying place of some of 
the most illustrious families in Dev^onshire ; the Mar- 
ttyns, the Calwodeleighs, and many others — but now 
^ias! 

Incnmbunt tumuli^ nigra silentia et 
Altee oblivio gloriae. 

Casimiri, JL. ?. 04. 4. 

This establishment was founded by a Bishop of 
fixeter, perhaps by Richard Blondy. In quality of 
Bishop of Exeter, Lacy styles himself, 3. Regist 
:fo. 233* '< HujAs doraiis Patronus unjcus & funda- 
•tor." In the appendix will be given a. charge wtich 
Lacy delivered before the general Chapter of the 
Dominicans held jn thi3 very Convent A. D» 1441, at 
which twenty-five DpctoTs of divinity an4 a consider- 
able number of Masters and Bachelors oi Arts assist- 
ed, from variQqs parts, of tl^e kiqg^om. It is a curious 
fqpecimen pf the false and barbarous .^Joqqence of the 
pulpit in the 16th century. The orator, Jio we ver, 
considered it as such a finished compositipp, that he 
. bas ifiserted in fo. 232.. vol. 3. of his register, ". verjbum 
4e verbp inclusive," for the a^d^ration^nA iastrqction 
4>f succeeding ages. 

In 1. Itegist. ,StaJpf9r,d,. /p. 1.0 L nxentipn ,i« 
fKiatde of one. David Bu3$elL a fi|r,9 fussed l^ieli^lous^^ 
Hhe DopHi^can convent in 0^txUn, Jb^mg:,£^g^^ 
to tl^e bpdy of Efiars^jpKeadiers.ai Exefer, ^By the 
'JSngUsh pi;(>vinqiaL Joliu de^Cftncastcid, iVn^io J4li. 

Tbom^ < Cl^fird, ]£piscqpvis xS.oJi^bricensis' ^and 
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. ^ The English XKHmoicaQ |»roVi9pe . cqur^reben^ed forty-tljtree , )>ou^. 

^-The-Aest .housa,.wa&. estoUisbed..at ,0.UCex4.in. t22\, \ .in,. the"diocgse of 

'.Kxe|eFv there were hut two DoxQiniqan hoiijses ; the one /i^ this city jSe other 

et Tcaro^iQ C^rp^'aU. " Anpo 1269, diQ Sciivicks dedicavit i)mif.Epu« 

. iCcdesiam . Frat^um Predicatprum de Truucru-'^-r-VTid. KegjsL Brones.. 
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Bishop Oldfaam's coadjaior, gave ordinatioosiQ their 
DomiDican ehiircb on 27. Sept. 1509. 

As far as I can eolleot, these Relig;ipus were held 
in high consideration . throughout the diocese, for 
integrity of morals and skill in theological studies. 
In the registered wills, frequent foenelaetions to this 
religious establishment are recorded. In one of 
these wills, viz. of John Soyffmore, (Rector of Sijfei - 
ion, and founder of our Lady's chantry, in the parish 
ohurch there,) dated 18. June, 18. Edw. IV. the 
name of the following Prior occurs, " I bequethe 
io Andrew Scarlett, Priour of the Blak Ffrerysof 
Exeter, a payre of bedys of rede amber, and a payre- 
white amber." Vid. Regist. Bothe, fo. 126. 

The convent was suppressed 12. Sept. 1538, and 
granted to John Lord Russell, 4. July, 31. Hen. 
VIII. (1541) Jenkins (in p. 323 of his history,) 
will have it that this was a '< Benedictine monas- 
tery, and a foundation of one of the Abbots of 
Tavistock, to which it was a cell ; that in this large 
and sumptuous building were elegant apartments for 
the lordly Abbots of Tavistock, whenever they came 
to Exeter." The absurdity of these assertions cannot 
foe better exposed than -by copying Ihe Crown grant. 

/' Insuper de uberiore grati& nostr& speciali ac 
ex cert& scientid & mero mota nostris damns & 
concedimus per presentes pro nobis, faeredibus <& 
«uccessoribus nostris prefato Johi Russell^ Militi, 
Baroni Russell, totam domum & scit«im nuper 
Fratrum Predicatorum infra Civi^atem Exon 
jam dissolutam ac totam ecelesiam <sampanile <& 
cemeterium ejosdem domtis nnper Fratr«im Pre- 
dicatorum, ac omnia messuagia, donua, edificia, 
orrea, stabula, columbaria, raolendina, stagna, ortos^ 
Pomaria, gardina, curtiiagia, terram & solum tarn 
infra juxta & prope scitum, septum, ambitnm, circuit 
tum 6c precinctum ejusdem domds nuper Fratrum 
Predicatorum predictorum exi«tentia, adeo plen^ <fe 
integr^ ac in tarn amplis mode Afmrmi proutultimus 
Prior dicte domus nuper Fratrum Predicatorum pre« 
dictorum, ant aliquis Predecessorum suorum Priorum 
ejusdem nuper domAs, in Jure nuper domAs jUius, 
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aliquo tempore atite DIssolutionem ejusdem dom^s 
Duper Fratrum Predlcatoram, illam babuerunt; tenu«- 
erunt vel gavlei faerunt habuH, tentilt, rel §^avisus 
fuit, seu habere, tenere vel ^udere debaerunt vel 
debuil." 

In the archives of the Corporation of Exeter is a 
•deed of 1362, in which Robert, of Otery, occnrs as 
the then Prior of this Dominican convent* 
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FRITHELSTOCK PRIOBY.* 



Ti 



HIS priory, ia the netgbbourhood of ]3ideford» 
was founded by Sir Robert de BelloCaaipo, or Beau- 
champ, about the year 1220, for four Regular Canons 
of the Order of St. Augustine, besides a Prior. The 
Religioccs of this house were getierally procured from 
Hartland AUiey ; and at every election of the Priors 
of Frithelstoek, the Abbot of Hartland, and any one 
of the Canons, whom he thought proper to select, 
had a right to be present and to vote in chapter on 
the occasion. Moreover the Prior of Frithelstoek 
had always a voice in the election of the ^bbots of 
Hartland. 

The conventual church of Frithelstoek was dedi- 
cated to St. Gregory. 

From the registers, so often quoted, I have reco- 
vered the following succession. of Priors : — 

A. D; 

1. JBenrtf Hagnesy insiiiixiedia 1262 

2. Johel, admitted 35. January, 1275-6 
£L O/ti^er occurs Prior in 1311 
He became so exceedingly infirm |ts to be 

obliged, h^ Bishop Stapeidon, to procure a 
coadjutor in the person of Bumfridus, and 
finally resigned his office in 1323 

•4. Rich^il de BUiendene ocfiUTs in 1347 

I believe this was the Prior who erected a 
chapel under the title of our Lady, in nemoce 
extra s^pta Motrasterii contra Saoros Canones, 
and had divine service performed in it without 
any episcopal consecration. Bishop Grandi;s- 

* Atms. Vafry, Argebt ^ S^bl^. Tlie ttAtH, itbink, of the rounder. 

i 
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A. D. 

son, in 1351, ordered it, usque ad aream dirui 
dc funditiis demoliri. Vld. 1. Regist. Grandisson, 
fo. 170. 

5. Thomas Rede occurs Prior in 1373 

6. John Pynnoke^ occurs in 1379 
On the 6. Dec 1400, Bishop Stafford re- 

moved this Prior from the administration of 
the tempor^i^lities, for his imprudence and extra- 
vagance. * Thomas Rede, a Canon of the house, 
was charged with their management in his place, 
1. Regist. Stafford, fo- 63. 
This Prior died early in 1417 

7. Thwnas Rede^ admitted as bis successor 

18, Wfay, 1417 

He died 3, Oct. 1484 

8. WaUer Stawps, succeeded 14. Oct. that 
year. He governed thiB house nntil his death, 

on 4. January, 1468-9 

9. Another ThomM Rede, elected Prior on 
the 23nd of the same month. 

He died 11. April, 1466 

10. John Sntythy a Monk of Hartland Abbey, 
succeeded ^0. June, that year. 

11. John Osborne was the next Prior. 

He died very late in 1508 

12. TViomm P«rr, confirmed Prioron tb« 10th 
of the following February. 

This Thomas Parr, with Richard Walter, 
Sub-Prior, and three others, subscribed to 
the King's supremacy, 2. Sept. 1634 

13. John Sturgeon was the last Prior. 

He was alive in 1663, in the receipt of a pension 
of £18. 6. 8. ^ 

The annual revenues of the priory amounted to 
£127.2.41. . 

In the 29th of Hen. VIII. the seite of the priory 
was granted to Arthur Plantagenet, rfterwards 
Viscount Lisle. 

In the taxatio, I find the following memoratidam : 

£• s. d. 
Prior de Ffrethelstock habet apod Frethel- 

stok qd tax ..** ^ ^ T 

Apud Wyk & Langeford qd taxatur ad ...... 194 
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TOTNES PRIORY, 

* • • • 

X HIS priory, dedicated^ to Saint Alary, was a ceR 
to the great Benedictine abbey of Saints Sergias and 
Bacchus, at Angers ; and was endowed, during the 
xeign of William the Conqueror, by Judhell, or 
Joel, the pious founder of the house of St. Mary 
Magdalene, at Barnstaple^ Roger de Nuatte, who 
4succeeded to Joel's estates, Was at first very hostile 
to thisinfant establishment ; but afterwards befriended 
it to such a degree, as to be mistaken by Leland for 
its original founder. Roger's heir was one of the 
Zouohes ; and the presentation of the Priors subsisted 
In this family until the accession of King Henjry Vll. 
when the head of the family was tittainted for sujp- 
porting the cau^ of Richard HI. and the right of 
patronage «was conferred by the Crown en Sir Peter 

Edgcumbe. 

The oonvdutaal ohureb was de4i6ate4 by Bishop 
Bronescombe, 17. Nov. 1260. 

The names of the following Pdoxs occur in the 
registers : — ' 

A* P. 

i. iVtcAo/a^, who occurs in 1259 

He was still Pric^r in 1283 

2. John occurs in the year 1^85 ' 

S, Jocelyn^ who died in J 323 

This Prior was severely admonished on 23. 
March 1316-7, by Bishop Stapcldon, and 
threatened with the heaviest ecclesiastical cen- 
sures, if he persisted in his scandalous neglect of 
the duty of residence.— Vid. Begist, fo. 118* 
4. Roberi de Cankd succeeded. 
Bishop Grandisson informed King GdWarH 

I 2 
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A. D. 

rri, 1334, that thin Prior received the follow- 
ing anDual pensions : — 
From Alwington Church ..^ 2 mark£h> 

Stokenham 20s. 

De la Pole 15s. 

Pyworthy 10s. 

Corneworthy ...^.. 1 mark. 

Ashpringtoa .^ 6 marks. 

Loddiswell ..^ ^ «.. 6 marks. 

Harberton ,. 6s. 

The parish churches of. Totnes, Brixham 
anJClyfton, in the gift of the priory, were then- 
taxed at £36. 13. 4. 

This Robert was suspended 24. Dec. 1348,. 
for his dilapidations and imprudence. He 
seems to have been better Bdapted for a sports- 
man than a Religious. 

5. Michael Boi^es, admitted 25. Dec, 135-^ 
& John le Kouges succeeded. 

He died in * 1372 

6. John Boners was the next Prior. 

He died iw 1382 

' In 1375 BSsfaop Brantyngham' informed King 
Edward III. that the appropriation of Clyfton 
church was valued at £40. per annum, 

of Totness parish church at £10. 
of Brixl^am do. at £40. 

Ermington church paid annually to the priory 
2 marks. 

Cornewortliy paid 3©8; 

8. Thomas-kynforde succeeded 8. Mareh, 1382-3*' 
and resigned , after governing the house twenty- 
four years. 

9. John SotUhamy instituted 11. June, 1407 
I observe that he presented to Broadclyst 

ehurch in 1413 

10. Thomas SouihamocenrsPf lov m 1415 
In the summer of 1439 bad health obliged 

him to resign. ' He was te enjoy a pension of 
twenty-four marks per an. aodi to be allowed 
the chamber which he bad built in the priory. 

11. Siebard SiokCy instituted 27. August, 1489' 
He died very late in 1458. 
This Prior« by his deed btaring date 3. April, 
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A. B. 

:27. Hen. VI. granted "£x. Operi n6yi cam- 
panilis (iendi in occidentali parte ecclesie pa- 
Tochldis Tottonie." 

12. fVaiiam Harry^ confirmed on the 5th oT 
the following February, and died Prior after a 
governmoni of thirty-three years. 

IB. ^fiUUnm Coke succeeded on the presen- 
tation of Ki-ngfiam^ VII. rratioHe minoris etatis 
Petri Eggeoojaibe. 

14. John Hedmayne ocetiTs Prior in 150.1 

15. Roberi HUl, who died late in 1526 

16. Henry Groon, instituted on the 3d of the 
ensuing March, and resigned five months aften 
on a pension of forty marlcs. 

fl7. Edmund CokcTj a Monk of Glastonbury, 
succeeded 12. Aug. 1537, and resigned a few 
months after. 

.18. Thomas Rychard aucce^ded in the fol- 
lowing February^ and, I believe, was the last 
Prior. 

The revenues oT the priory were valued, at the 
Dissolutioa«at £124. iOs. 2|. per annum. 

£. s. 9. 
In the. taxatio it is stated. Prior Totton, 

habet Greston quod taxatur 2 O 

Ashprington lax...*. .........^ ^. 3 3 4 

Summa iC5 3 4 



Decima £0 10 4 



In the 33d year of King Henry VIII. the scite of 
the priory was granted to Katharine Chamjpernon, 
John Ridgway,and Walter Smith. 

Peter Eggdcombe had endeavoured to obtain the 
temporalities of this priory and of Cornworthy, 
but failed in the attemp^t. The following letter* 
'which he addressed to secretary Cromwell, will, 
we flatter ourseLves» be highly acceptable to our 
readers : — 

Cotton MSS. Cleopatra. E. iv. P. 144. page 258. 

** AflFter my most harty rec'mendacyons w* lyke 
^hancks ffor your ^oodnes to me att tymys shewjd 
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and thys ys V> advertysse yow y* here ys moe&e^ 
eomunycacyon and brute y* all abbeys pryorys and 
nunrys under the cler yerly valew oflF ce^ shall be* 
suppressyd nottw*stondynge hyt ys nott as yett inr 
thes pties olponly knowen the occacyon off suppres- 
syon nor who shall take most benyffyte therby nor 
to whate usse hyt shall rest at lengtbe. But trevr 
hyt ys y* I am by ihe kynggs ffather by hys gr aunt 
to my poor ffather made to hym and hys issue male 
ffounder off the pryory off Tottenes and the Nunry 
off Cornworthye in devonsshyr and ev'ry off them 
be under the valew off cc*** and as to Tottene* the 
pryor ther ys a man off goode vertuus coiiv'«saoyoa 
and a good viandex and I can do lesse w* my trutbe 
and dewty but to adr'tysse yow off y* I know trew. 
In ys cause hartely besechynge yow so to advertyse 
the kynggs hynes and y* I in my most n*byU maaer 
beseche hys grace to order me in ys cause as onne 
y* wyll juberd lyff and goods to do hys grace treW 
service and hartely besseche alln^ghty god longge to 
p'ssVe hys most nobyll p'sson and yow so to serve 
hyss hyghnes ffro*^ my poor bowse the day offa«nuc- 
ieyacyon of o^ lady your own 

P. Eggdcombe.' 

Mr. Secretary fn case hyt be sso y* the' kynggs 
pleass' maye be by your meenyw so good y* , 
the p'or of Tottenes maye enioye the spiritual! 
p'mocyons and hyt wyll be no better ffor hym and 
hys breder' to lere on and I to have the temporal 
pbssessyons of p*te theroff the sunner ffor con*cyde- 
racyonsy* I am ffounder off bothe howssys I p'mysse 
yow by y* my wrtynge t<r co'cyder your favor and 
sute as I trust to please yow and yff ye thinck my sdte 
nott ressonabyli I reffl^rre me and my cause only to 
your order under the kynggs hyghnes above all 
others lyvynge," and so i trust yow and herein I 
bartely p'ye yow to know your pleass'/^ 

The preceding is, decidedly, a letter written by 
Sir Piers Eggecombe fnow spelt Edgctuiibe) to Sir 
Thomas Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, the 
noted Viear General of Hen. VIII. Sir Piers, who 
liad been Sheriff of, Devon, 10. Hela. VII. and 20. 
Hen. VlH.^was son of Sir Richard EggecoMbe,Camp^ 
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troUer of the Household, and Privy Counsellor to the 
former of these Monarehs, who employed him as 
ambassador to various states ; aad was father of Sir 
Richard Eggecombe, who built Monnt-Edgcumbe 
house, and appears to have been well known to 
Cromwell. The result of a careful comparison of 
seme of the following authorities, fixes the date of 
the letter toSfl. March, 1536. XII. Bym. Feed, 219. 
328. 348.667. 362. 394. Xlll. Idem. 2^6. X4V. Idem. 
478. 5^. Stat. 27. Hen. VIII. c. 28. And see 
Prince's Worthies of Devon, p. 281. A'seq. aad^. 
CcrHier's Eecles. Hist. pp. 155. 180* • 

In Lacy's Regij«ter, vol. 3. fo. 502, is copied the^ wiU 
of WlHIam Ryder, of Tatnes, bearing date 18. Nor. 
1432 : he desires to be buried ^' in Cemiterio Kcelesie 
B. Marie de Totton in itinere Procesglonali juxta 
Ecclesii^m Prioris &, Convent^s de Totton ex opposito 
IKiagni Altarisejusdem Eeclesie." 

1 observe, in Bishop Stapeldon's Register, thut ber 
frequently conferred ordinations in this conventual 
church. 

Tfajere was a chantry super pontem— ad fiaem 
Pontfs de Totton, dedicated to St. Edmutidi, King and 
Martyr, and St. Edward the Confessor, to which the 
Zoncfae family presented. The chapel (>f' the Hofy 
Ghost and of St. Catharine, at Warlond, near T<yt- 
nes, was begun to be erected 1270; " proximfi die 
Veneris post festum S. Matthei ApH, recepit Dnns 
Epusseysinam domuum*&gardiiH Walteri'deBon & 
nxoris sue de consensn eortindem In pretsenciA muUi- 
tudinrs' & precepft ut ^capetla ibi €k)nstraeretiir' In 
nomine Sancti Spiritills & Beate Katharine rirglni^." 
Vid. Regist.' BroT\esconibe fo. 3r. Generally a Priest 
of the Order of the Holy Trinity of the house of 
*• Hondeslowe," in the diocese of London, wa^ ap- 
pointed to serve tlm chap e l ; • b»t the collation 4e it 
was absolutely ^v^Mtedin the fiiabe|isof Exeten-^Vid. 
2. Reg.Staffordj, fo. 53. Bishop Ofdam at Idst annexed 
ihe c^flfel U> the Vicaxs' College in ]fia;6ter.--:Vid, 
RegTst. OMam, fo. 49. 
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CANONSLEIGH NUNNERY.* 

IT ILLIAM CLAVILL, Lord of Burlescombe, 
near Tiverton, founded a bouse for Canons Regular 
of the Rule of St Augustine, towards the latter end of 
the 12th century. 

I haire met with the names of two Priors only. 

A. D. 

1. Henry de Creummake^ admitted by Bisbop 
Bronescombe^ 17. Dec. 1260 

2. William de HonelaUy instituted by Bishop 
Quivill, 26. Feb. 1282-3 

In the interesting document given in the Appendix 
CoJ and dated as far back as 1219, it is stated, that 
the Prior of Plympton was always to receive notice 
when a Prior was to be elected at Canonslei^h^t in 
order that he might assist at the election, if he judged 
proper ; but still, without the right and lifaN^rty of 
voting. If the community could not agree in the 
choice of a Prior from their own convent, they were 
to elect any Canon Ithey pleased from the monastery 
of Plympton, in preference to any house of the Ru)e 
of St. Aurastine. 

Scarcely had two years elapsed from the institu- 
tion of the Prior, William de Honeton, when the 
monastery was made over (for what reason I cannot 

• In a deed, penes Majorem ds CommiinitaleBi Ciritatu Bxodj U a 
releaie of the claim to a bouse in Eieter, by the Prior and Convent of 
Canonsleigh. . Bartholomew, Archdeacon of Exeter, (who died in Sept. 
^7,) is a subscribing witness. The seal reptesenU the Blessed Virgin 
and St. John standing under the Crocs. Tlie only words of the inscription 
remaining are, Marie et Sci Johis Evan. 

t This religious establishment at Legh, retains ito original name of Ca- 
nonsleigh, from the Canons; who first settled there. In some ancient records, 
it is called Mynehynleye, from the Nuns who succeeded these Canons. 
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discover) to Regular Canoness^s of the same Order. 
The noble Lady Matilda, the Couute;js of Gloucester 
and Hereford, undertook to endow the new commu- 
nity. On the 16th of August, 1^85, 1 find she bad 
deposited six hundred marks in Bishop QuivilFs 
bands, for the use and advantage of the Nunnery, 
" in opus & utilitatem Abbathie de Lyge," — Vid. 
Regisf Quivill, fo. 12i^. 

Bishop Stapeldon, fo. 86. Regist. states, that she had 
assembled no less than fifty Religious women at 
Canonsleigh, and had proposed to endow the con* 
vent with sufficient lands and revenues ; but that her 
premature death, and a combination of troublesome 
occurrences,* had prevented the accomplishment of 
her pious intentions ; and that the community in 
consequence was left in the most deplorable situation. 
In cpmpassion for their distress, this considerate 
Bishop appropriated to their use and enjoyment 
the parish church of Donesford, 5. August, 1314. 
Three days after, the convent bound themselves to 
pay the Dean and Chapter of Exeter, the annual 
sum of four marks, on the Feast of the Invention 
of the Holy Cross. This pension, I believe, was di- 
rected by Bishop Stapeldon, to be distributed amongst 
the residentiary. Canons of his cathedral. 

On 17. June, 1333, Bishop Grandlsson appro- 
priated to them the parish church of Rockbear. 
Amongst other articles specified in the igrant, he 
desires "ut de proventibus Ecclesie de Rockbeare 
assignetur ad * Servissiam suam meliorandnm singulis 
septimanis unus bussellus fk'umenti." — Vid 2. Regist. 
Grandisson, fo. 6-7. 

This Religious house was dedicated to the Blessed 
Mary, St. John the Evangelist, and St. Etheldreda, 
the saintly Abbess of Ely, who died in 679. 

I can recover but the few following names of the 
Abbesses : — 

A. D. 

1. Margaret Aunger^ who died in the sum- 
mer of 1346 



* Cerev'wiani. 
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2. Juliana Lciinpr^, con firmed as faor successor 
18. October that year, 

3. Lucy ff^arr, who died 11. Oct. 1410 

4. Mary Beauchamp succeeded 3. Dec. that 
year. 

She d fed 6 . December, 1 449 

5. Jane Arundeii succeeded 19. March fol- 
lowing. 

6. Eiixabefh Fouhill, or Fowell, the last 
Prioress, whosurrendered her convent 16. Feb. 1638 

<£. s. d. 

, At the Dissolution, the revenues of 
the convent w^ere annually, according 
to Dugdale, 197 3 1 

Speed computes their value at 202 15 S 

In the Taxatio I read as follows: — 

Abbas de LeyA percipit de Honesham 1 

Aiwid Donneford 10 O 

Apud Lomeneghderedd 18 6 

Apud Blcheton 14 

Apud Rcggeber...... 13 4 

ITie churches of Hockeford, (Oaliford) Burles- 
combe, Rockbear, Bridestow and Dunsford^ were in 
their gift. They had property in Hempston Arun- 
deii aliter Lytel Hempston, in the county of De^von ; 
at Morden, in the county of Dorset ; and at Chepyn, 
in the county of Somerset, as 1 find in tlieir leases. 

Tbe following pensions were granted 17. May. 81. 
Hen. Vni. 

£. s, d. 
To the Abbess, Elizabeth Fowell...40 

^ Margaret Pollard 6 

Thomasine Sutton 5 

EUxabeth Carewe 5 

Jane Abree , 4 

Jane Bowyer 4 0. 

Agnes Dulond ; 4 0* 

Phelippa Fortescue ...,. 4 

Sabina Cowystone 4 

Christina Holbayne , 4 0. 

ETeiia Ayssheforde :....: 4 8 

Alice Bounce 4 

Mary Pomeri : 4 



115 

£. 8 d 

Elizabeth Chudley 4 

Agnes Pery 4 

iVgrnes Bratton 4 

Sibil la Fowell 2 

Henry VllL 30. December, 31»t year of his reign, 
leased this monastery and its estates in Devon and 
Somerset, to Thomas de Gorlemont, of London, 
gentlemaa, for a term of tiirenty*ooe yeors, for the 
annual sum of £23. 14. 2. 

Four years after, for what reason I know not, the 
King granted the scite of the nunnery to John St. 
Leger, esq. • 

There was a * chapel dedicated to All Saints, 
fnfra Monasterium de Legh i and another dedioatcki 
to the Holy Trinity, it Wcstteigh, in Bui^escoQibe 
parirfi.-^Vide 1. Hegist. Hrantyngham, fo. 2^. ad. 
ann. 1391. 

Another chapel of St. Thotnas, kifra Monasterimn 
de Legh, is mentioned £b fo. 195. ad. etni\. 1388. 

^here was an "honesta capetta Sci Theobaldi 
Monasterto de Legh <?otitlgtra^\ — lb. fo. M>. ad. ann. 
13T3. 
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€011N WORTHY PRIORY. 



1. AM not able to satisfy myself concerning the 
founder of this priory. The foundation has been 
^issigned to the Edgcumbe family; but I think the 
arguments are 4n iavor of the Zouches. 

In the registers, the priory is generally styled 
Augustine ; in one or two instances, however, it is 
4said to be Benedictine ; but tbis is probably a mistake 
of the Bishop's Secretary. The community was 
«mali. Tanner says, it was founded for seven Reli- 
gious women; but I observe that only five Nuns had 
« voice at the election of Honora Vyvyan, 28. May, 
1461. On account of the poverty of the conTcnt, 
it was generally ' exempted from paying the King's 
tenth. The Religious presented to the churches of 
Cornworthy, Clawton and Merland. 

NAMES OF PRIORESHS8. 

1. Jane Fisher^^ho died early In 1834 

.^. Mabilla de Bradford succeeded. 
<3. Jane hucy^ who died 3. Oct. , 141 J 

4. Eleanor Ultdce succeeded on 28. next 
February. 
b. Margaret fVoriheham: 
She resigned her office early in 14£d 

6. Honora Fyvyan succeeded her on 28^ May 
that year. 

7. Thomasina Dynham occurs Prioress 1501 
She resigned Ikte in, 1519 

8. Avista Dynham^ elected as her successor 
on 30. of the ensuing month of Jannalry. 
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Bisbop Veysey addressed amandate to this Pr loresv^ 
2. Re^. fo. 7. 

At the DissoIatloOy the priory was valued at 
£6S. 3. peranaunii. 

In the second year of Elizabeth, the priory was 
granted to Kdward Harris and John WiUiaros. 

Bishop Feyseifs Mandate^ dated from Chudleighf 

* 19. Jaw. 15^20-1 
John by God's permission Bishop of Excet, to 
owre wel belovyd Systers In Criste, the Prlores and 
covent of Corri^worthy, salutyng In o Lord Jha. 
Forasmych we enterly desyre.to purge the slaunder 
that hath ensued yn yo Howse by trasgression of 
Religion, We have sende youe eertyn o ordinas ac- 
cordinge to the Lawys of Holy Church yn Engleshe, 
the rather by you to be understond and kept as here 
after folowynge shall evydently'apere, Ffiirst we com- 
mannde youe Prioress in vertu of Obedience to see 
Divine Serves in d»e tyme, place apd forme by the 
hoole covent, except age, sykenes or other lawful! 
evydent cawse lett, be devoutly withowte vayne 
corcacon celebrate accord ynge to yo nombre,. as yn 
other devoute places of yor religion it is observed 
and kept9. Fforthermore nyghtly ye Prlores with 
-all^ the Covent Xo rest in one Dorter, all several! 
chambers and backedores utterly excluded! Also in 
the Frat' togeders take y rejpast attendyng to yor 
contemplative lee tour there to be redde. Abo that 
ye use no pompos apparell ; but such as ys used in the 
sadde Howses of yr Religion. Also we inhibette youe 
to receve Sngeners withowte or special I licence, com- 
maundynge youe Priores in vertue of obedience to 
remove from yor house withyn a moneth after the 
recepcpn hereofiT all the servauntes nott necessary 
for the place, and also Bryton and bis wyffe for cou- 
sideraeons reasonable which we shall disclose unto 
youe hereaft. Alway ye and the covent havyngein 
yor remembrance the thre substancialls of yor Reli- 
gion which ye have professed. Ffyrst obedience, 
forsakynge yr awnwe ylle. Seeunde,, chastite, for 
the violacon whereoif withoate great repentance and 
bye m'cy of God, is sorrow ppetuall. The thyfde^ 
abdicacon of Propete, forsakynge the worldle solici- 
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tilde. Ffrotlie belt conservaeoD whereoff; and that 
ye Priores may the rather give yselffe to contempla* 
con «iid religious conversacoii, We urtterly inhibet 
youe to intermeddle yn yor awne. persone with any 
uUwafde faushandre, wandrynge yn the fyids and 
other prophane places irreligioudy oute of the Priorfo 
and that all such exterioor besynes be done by some 
discreet virtuouse man that can and well diligely and 
polytyckly do the same. Thes premisses with all 
other rulis and observannces of yor Religion accord- 
yng to ye nombre, we commaunde youe Priores 
under the payae of the lawe to be effectually kepte 
opynly published, redde an4 declared that ye and 
yor Systers too herynge them, may observe the 
same to the coufusyon of a goostly enymye the 
t)evyll, salvacon of ye sawles, honor of Religion and 
owre excuse before God. God enorease youe with 
fays vertue and hys grace. 

Wryten the place, day of the month, and yere 
above sayd* 
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MO]>BUBY PRIORY. 

M HERB was a house of Monks Aliens of the 
** French Order at Modbyri. The scite of their 
** mansion is yet seene on the north side of the 
" chirehe. The founder was there scant knowen. 
'< I take it that Ruan or Oxton were founders of it. 
*« This priory, with the personage of Modbyri impro- 
** priate was given yn King Edward IV. tyme to 
«* Eyeton college." — So far Leland in his Itin. vol.3. 
)p. 48. 

This account is very imperfect. It is certain, 
Trom the registers of this See, that the honor of the 
foundation is to be ascribed to the Cbambernouti 
family, called in Latin De Campo Arnulphi; and 
that the right of patronage continued in that family 4f 
until the dispersion of the community. It further 
appears, from the registers, that the establishment 
consisted of two Monks and a Prior ; and that it de- 

« ended on the great Benedictine House,t Sanctse 
lariae de Sancto Petro super Dynam in the diocese 
of Seez, in Normandy, the Abbots of which exclu- 
sively nominated the Priors of Modbury. 

•— M^— ■■ —■— — M^^— — — ^— — ■ II ■■■II 

* Tbis anoJeDt family resided formerly at Modbury. The ancient house 
and domain of Dartington, where the family has now fixed its residence, 
was origiaaUy the property of tiie Martyns. 1 find that the Martjfns pie- 
aented to St. Mary's church, at Dartington, in 1201, in 1318, and in ]S40~ 
that afterwards it passed into the Coraewayll family — then into the Dukes 
of Exeter : that Margaret, Countess of Richmond and Derby, and mother of 
Kii« Henry Vn. presented in 1499— that King Henry VIII. presented 
Hk Ju^ l^U, and that Henry Courtenay, Knight of the Garter, Baron of 
Oakhampton and Plympton, Eari of Devon, and Marquess of Exeter, pre- 
sented in the month of July, A. D. 152J . 

t Dugdale seems to have been imacquaiDted with the existence of this 
abbey« 
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Venerabili in Xto Patri, Domino Dei gratia Abbati 
Monasferii Beate Marie de Sancto Petro supra 
'Dynam in Normanni^ Johannes fGrandissonus) mtse-* 
ration^ ejusdem Exon Epus ^alutem & sinceram in 
Domino caritatem. Relatione querula nobilis viri 
Domini Ricardi de Campo Arnulphi, Domini de 
Modbury, Militis, repetitis vicibus nostrise&t auribus 
incalcatum, quod licet in Prioratti diefi loci, qui ex 
devotione Progenitorum suorum fundari dignoscitufy 
duo consuerunt <& debuerunt monaehi de vestro 
Monasterio assumendi, nostr&que auctoritate appro- 
bandi, loci ejusdem un& cum Priore recipi & admitti, 
unus tamen monachus contra iutentionem Fundatori^ 
per vos noviier est adjunctus, propter quod Hospita- 
litas in eodem Priorat6 seivari <^ alia incumbentia 
eidem comode nequeunt onera supportari, eo quod 
ex h^c cansk premissA Prioratdsnon suppetunt facui- 
tates. Nos igitur ex injuneto nobis solicitudinfs debito 
cupientes laudabile Fundatoris hujus propositttm 
piosequi & fovere, f rat rem Nicholaum de Curceyo, 
monachum vestrum^ exhibitorem preseocium nuper 
inibi residentem ad relevationem oneris <&; expensar 
rum bujusmodi, ad vos duximus, proot convenit, 
reniiltendum. Ad tutelam <& regimen gregis vestrl 
did in Domino valeatis, qui spiritum consnii& fortitur 
dinis yobis tribuat in agendis. Datum in manerio 
nostro de Chuddelegh idibusJanuarii A. D. 1328. Ex 
2. Regist. Grandisson> fo. 104. 

This being an alien priory, its temporalities were 
often seized by the Crown during the warsbetvieen 
England and France. In the reign of * Henry VI.. 
it was finally dissolved, and its revenues apjpropriated 
to his noble foundation of Eton College. A short 
time after King Edward IV. conveyed this very pro- 
perty to his favourite abbey of Tavistock ; but it was 
afterwards restored to ^Eton College, probably by 
King H^nry VII. 

The revenues, at the period of the dissolution of 
the priory, were rated at £110. per annum. 

* Dugdale is incorrect in stating that Modbury Priory was dissolved in 
141 4, second year of Henry V. WiUiam Beoselyn being confirmed Bfior 
by Bishop Lacy, in March 1429-30. 
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Id Uie Tftxatio I read as fulloivs:-* 
Prior de Modbury haJ»et in Peawyk 
quod taxatur £2 3 4 

Decima 4 4 

I believe the followiQ^ to be a complete successioa 
of the Priori* from the year 1270 uotil the dissolution 
of the house iu the rei^n of Kin^ Heury VI. 

A. D. 

1. Vincent de Fulchis, admitted 21. July, 1275 

2. Nicholas^ confirmed as Prior 21. Sept. lS2i 
Oq thi$ oecasiou Joho de Oxtou, Knig^ht, 

presented to Bishop Stapeidou. 

3. IFiUiiJCtn occurs Prior in 1331 
During his government, Modbury church, 

appropriated to the priory, was rated at X*10. 
per an. — Vid. Grandisson^s Register. 

4. John de Pfovea^ admitted 14. June^ 1345 

5. Ji>/<M Grj(//er(i^^ admitted 9. June^ 1349 
He died in 1351 

6. Robert de Carceyo succeeded, and died 
early in 1362 

7. Phitip de F/urnariis, succeeded 5. April 
that year 

On the occasion of bis presentation, the fol- 
lowing letters, which are copied from 2 Regist. 
Grandisson, fo. 141. passed between the Abbot 
of our Lady de Sancto Petro and Thomas 
Champernowne ; — 

Nobili <^, potent! viro Thome de Campo Ar- 
nulphi, Domino Modburle, frater llebertus per* 
missioue diviuA Abbas Mouasterii Heate Marie 
de Sanclo Petro super Dynam, Ordinis Sci Be- 
nedict!, Sagiensis i>iocesis, totii^que ejusdem 
loci Conveutus, salutem in eo qui est omul vera 
t»alus. i 

Ad Prioratum nostrum Modburie Iil>eruj;n <& 
vacantem per mortem Robert! de Cu rceyo, dicti 
Alonasteri! nostri Monaehi, ultimi immediati 
Prioris ejusdem Prioralilis, Religlosum vinim 
fratrem Phiiippum Ffuruarii, Monasterii nostri 
Monachum, Presbyterum Sc Professum, & lau- 
dabiliter in diclo Monasterio nostro c on versa* - 
turn, in quantum va;» tangit 4t quantum in jure 

K 
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tenemur, ad regfmen dioti Priorati^s nostri voBisf 
nominamus per presentes lif^ras & per vos Reve- 
rendofa Christo Patri ac Dno Dqo Exonien Epo 
ipsum mittimus presentandum, vobis humiiiter 
supplicantes, quateods eundem, ad namina- 
tionem nostram predictam, carltatis intuitu- 
vobis placeat predicto Reverendo Patri libere- 
presentare & ipsum in ag^endis suis Mouasterii 
Dostri intuitu consulere <& favorabititer eonfo- 
vere. Bene <fe diu valeat in Dno vestra Domi- 
natio nobis cara. Septum* & actum in AbbathiA 
nostra 34 die Marcii A. D. 1361. 

Tenor Presentationls facte per Tbomam de 
Campo Arnulphi. 

Venerabili in Xto Patri ac Dno Dno Johi Det 
gratia, Exon Epo, suus, si placet, humilis <& de- 
votus Thomas de Campo Arnulphi, obedientiam- 
dc reverentiam com honore. 

Ad Pcioratum Modburie, vestre Diocesis per 
mortem fratris RoBerti de Curceyo, ultimi & im- 
mediati Prioris ejusdem Prioratifils vacantem 
& ad meam presentationem spectantem, fratrem 
Philippum Ffnrnarii, monachum Monasteiil 
Beate Marie de Sancto Petro super Dynam,. 
Ordinis Sci Benedict! jSagiensis Diocesis, Pres- 
byterum & Professum, ac per fratrem Hebertum, 
Abbatem Monasterii predicti & ejusdem loci 
Conventum michi nominatum, vestre Paternitati 
Reverende Present© per presentes, humiiiter 
supplicans <& devote, quatends eundem Pbi- 
Uppum ia Priorem dicti PrioratAs ad meam pre- 
sentationem admittere velitis, ceteraque vestro 
officio Pastorali incumbentia, carltatis intuitu* 
peragere dignemini. In cujus rei testimonium* 
sigillum meum presentibus apposui. Datum^ 
aptid Modbui-y quarto die Mensis Aprilis 1362. 

8. Gilbert de Billeyo succeeded; 

He died prior in^ the spring of 1375 

In. his time Modbufy church wastaxed £20. 
per annum. 

* t«e. dceptam. 
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9. John Myckel succeeded, and resigned his 
office at the end of twenty-three years. 

10. John Rogger sacceeded early in 1398 
and was translated 18. Dec. 1406, to the office 

of Prior of Tywardrayth, Cornwall. 

11. Richard f>jfce«/re» admitted on 27th of 
the following February. 

He died Prior late in the year 1415 

12. fViUiam Ffranehilion succeeded on 9tb 
of the following January. 

He resigned in the summer of 1423 

13. Adam Prianho^ or de PralMh aP Pry- 
deauXf appointed Prior 18. July, 1423 

14. ff'iUiam liensefyn succeeded 18. March, 
1429-30, and, I believe, was the last Prior of 
Modbury. 
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BARNSTAPLE PRIORY.* 

J HIS OlBDiac priory, dedicated to St. Mary Mag- 
dalene, was founded in the reign of VVilliam the Con- 
queror, by Joel, the son of Alured, and made de- 
pendent on St. Martin's in the Fields, near Paris. 
In the deed of foundation, (which may be seen 
1. Dugd. Monast. p. 684.) Joel grants to the Beligious, 
Pllton, with the wood and marsh, Pitland ; the mill 
at Barnstaple ; all the land without the walls between 
the north and the east gates, with ail the waters, fish,. 
&c, moreover, the church of Barnstaple, and the 
chapel of St. Sabinus, with their appurtenances. 

From a passage* Regist. Bronescombe fo. 33. it 
appears, that the community consisted of thirteen 
members. Being an alien priory, its revenues were 
frequently seized during the wars between England 
and France. But at last it was made denizen, pro- 
bably in the reign of Henry VI. and so it continued 
until the* general suppression of religious houses. 
The registers supply the following series of the 
Priors from the year 1265 : — 

A.D. 

1. Simon Griiriicyf», admitted Prior'in August 1265 

2. Theobald de Curtipalaiio followed 29. 
June, 1275 

3. John occurs Prior in the year 1314 

4. John de Sancld Gemmd, 

He scandalously neglected the duty of resi- 
dence, and was obliged to tender his resig- 
nation to Bishop Grandisson, late in the year 1332 

5. /oAn SEoj^er succeeded 18th of the following 
March. 

* Arms. Gul«s^ a beod^ Qr^^ a Lfib«l of tlire« Points Argent, 
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A. D. 

6. Imberins de Gaumachiis^ admitteid on the: 
death of John Soyer, 10. Dec. 13.34 

7. Reginaldm Pirdoo succeeded 5. Dec.^ 1349 
and resigned in the summer of . . ^ 13$I, 

8. Rfg/er ^aj^n, admitted 7. November, 1351 
He died soon after. 

9. Richard Carre, or Cary, succeeded^ and 
died late in the year 1 576 

Whilst he was Prior, the. parish church of 
Barnstaple^ was valued at 200 marks. 

10. Raifh Chelfhamy who died early in 1392 
I L Henry Sutton succeeded 28. May the same 

year, and died six years after. 

12. Simon Sefo, admitted in September, 1398 
and died 16. June, 1428 

13. Hugo IJy/on succeeded 28* July, the same 
year, and died 16. December, 146 1 

14. John Pylton was coqiSrmed 9S his suc- 
cessor. 

15. Jbftn ///racajn&e,. who resigned, early in J$Q2 

16. JcJin PtfUon followed, apd after govern- 
ing the priory 16 years, resigned' on a. pension 
ofjegO. 

17. Robert Thorn succeeded 12. Aug. lW|j 
In Risdon's Survey. of Devon, p- 337, we read*, r 

thai " this Prior, for his- device, bare a. rx>w- 
buck leaning to a hawtborae in an escutcheon, 
with the word Bert interposed, c^ndthis under- ,. 
written : Caprum cum spina protegat divina 
potestas." 

He surrendered his convent to the King's 
Commissioners 4. Feb. 27. Hen. VIII. 

He was alive in 15JI3, and in the enjoyment 
of a pension of £14. per annum. 

The revenues of the priory were valued at £123. 6. 7. 
according to Dugdale, though Speed rates them at 
£129, 15. 3. 

In the Taxatio I read as follows : — £• s. d. 

Prior de Barnstapol percipit in capellis de 

Clifton & Hatheline 3 

In ecclei3i& de Barnstapol I 10, 

* Tais parish church, with ito high altar and three other alura, waf con* 
secraied by Bishop Stapeldoo, 9. Sept. 19IS. 
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£• 8. d. 
[& ecclesii de Ffremyton 8 
Id eccia de Hamme (George) 2 j6 
Id Decaoatn Barum de terria A reddltibus 2 10 
Apud Waleworthi et KymeloDde tax ad 15 
Id the f^raot of the priory and its estates im Lord 
William Howard, of Effingham, 9. March, 29. Hen. 
Vlll. it is stated, that the Vicar of Barnstaple used 
annually to pay to the convent of St. Mary Mag- 
dalene lOOs. 

The Rector of Georgeham used to pay ^ lOOs. 

The Rector of Fremington M... SOs. 

The Borough of Barnstaple 408* 

£13 10 



For a copy of the Royal Grant see Appendix fp). 

Id Regist. Grandisson, fo. 154. I observe the 
Bishop approves and confirms the grant of a 
castle at Barnstaple, for the residence of {Angus- 
tine Monks, by Sir James Gaudeleye. The con* 
firmation is dated from Chudleigh 9. June, 1348. 
See also 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 23. 

The chantry of St. Thomas, on Barnstaple bridge, 
Is frequently mentioned in the registers. 

In vol. 2. of Hist, of Abbeys, p. 66. Browne Willis 
states the pensions paid to the incumbents of St. 
Anne's Chantry, St. George's Chantry, Rowlins's 
Chantry and the Pree Chapel at Barnstaple. 
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PILTON PRIORY- 



TThIS religious establishment was a c^ to the 
«reat Benedictine abbey of Malmsbury, in Wiltshire ; 
lut it shonld be remarked, that the Priors of Pilton 
wfere perpetual ; t. e. when once appointed to the 
office, they could not be removed without being con- 
victed of a canonical fault. Leland asserts, that 
King ^thelstan was the founder of the priory ; but 
produces no proof. The property of the house was 
small ; most of the lands in its neighbourhood being 
in the possession of Barnstaple Priory, Pilton Priory 
was dedicated to oor Lady* 

PRIORS OF PXLTON« 

A. D. 

1, Ralph occurs Prior about the year 1200 
in a deed respecting the Lepers' House at Pil- 
ton.— See 12. Archaeolog. p. 211. 

2. Adamjs, admitted Prior 4. May, 1261 
8. Richand de Ralegh succeeded 29. August, 1282 
4. John de Slanlegh, appointed 2. Dec. 1283 
6. William Wrockeshale, who died in 1816 

6. Henry de Peckyngehally who resigned in 

the spring of 1886 

7. John de Rockynham succeeded 17. of the 

following May. , 

8. John de LakenhuUy who died early in 1849 

9. Simon de Aucneye, instituted 8. May, that 
year, and was Prior about 4 months. 

10. John de Rodeboume, confirmed 12. Oct, 1849 

11. Thomas Br okenhorvce, admitted 25. Jan, 1862 
42. John occurs- Prior in the^year l.'^9^ 
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A. V* 

iS. fFilliam Charlelon succeeded, the follow- 
ing year, and held his office until his death, in 
the winter of 1412 

14. /JfcAaref iTerajjre^trorfe succeeded on the 4. 

of the following^ January, 1412-3 

He died in December, 1421 

15. Thomcut Evesham^ who died early in 1434 

16. VTiUiam fForcesier, admitted 23. July, 

that year. He died in January 144d-6. 

17. John Andover succeeded, but was elected 
Abbot of Malmsbury the next year. 

18. Rob^i UpiOHy admitted 8. April. 1457 
He died in the summer of 1472 

19. Thomas OUeston succeeded him 26. Aug. 

20. WUliam Byngswood, who died in 1502 
21.- John Bewmonif admitted 18. October, and 

died early ia 1513 

22* ff'illiam Alday succeeded, and was Prtor 
for four years. 

23. Simon tUimsey succeeded 22. August, 1517 
and died late in 1527 

24. JoAn i7o««, confirmed as his succiessor 19. 
Dec. that year, and I believe was the last Prior 
of Pilton. For he and Richard Pilton and 
John Cawe, subscribed to the King's sapremacy, 
S. Sept. 1534. 

At the Dissolution, says Tanner, the scite was pur- 
chased by Sir John Chichester, Q. If the purchase was 
not made by Thomas Chichester, esq. 44. Elizabeth ? 

The revenues of Pilton amounted to £56. 12. 8. 

In the Taxatto I read thus : 

PRIOa DE PILTON PERCIPIT 

£• s* d. 

In eccid de Morteho ... 8 

De ecolA de Merwood 5 

Habet Tytenhale de redd 16 

Apa4 Lallegh tax ad • 1 

Apud Mideloote 15 

Apnd Paracombe 10 . 

ApqdHelegb 1 10 8 

There was a Lepers' House at Pilton. Bisttop 
Brantyngham 9. .January, 1375, granted an in* 
dulgence of forty days, to all who should contrlbtite 
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to the support of the said hous^, dedicated to S(. Mar' 
garet. The following curious document Is copied 
from Bronescombe's Register, fo. 18. I observe it 
repeated fo 113. of Bishop Quivill's. 

Kalendis Maii Anno Gratie 1261 hec eompositio 
facta est inter VValterum Epi^copum, Decannm & 
Capitulum Exon ex parte una & Wiilelmum Abbatem, 
Conventum ac Monasterium Malmeburiense, Salesbir 
Dioc ex a1ter4 Videlicet ct^m inter Episcopom,. Deca- 
nnm <& Capitulum Exon <& Abbatem, Conveutum A 
Monasterium predictum super jure <& possessione 
Officii Visitationis jure Ordimrio exercendi in celld 
Beate Marie de Pilton, Exon Dioc, ad predictum 
Monasterium Malmsb. pertinente, necnon & mode 
instituendi 6c destituendi Priores sen administratores 
in Cella memoratft, suborta esset materia questi(»nis, 
tandem inter partes ipsas de licium fluctubus ad pacis 
quielem transire volentes, qnestio predicta in hunc 
mo^um realiter conquievit, Videlicet, qn6d predictus 
Episcopus &. Successores sui poterunt ipsam nomine 
suo <& Ecclesie Exon Cellam predietam de Pilton 
jure Ordinario sine reclamatione de cetero visitare A 
que correctione indigebunt in rebus & personis 
Canonic^ instaurabunt, hoc adhibito moderamine 
ad gravamen sumptuum Monasterii & Celle predict 
vitandum in h&c parte, quod ejusdem loci Priores 
dicto Episcopo 6c ejus Successoribus nomine cujus- 
libet procurationis ratione Visitationis, debite sen 
debendeXXsolidos steriingorum duntaxat impendant. 
Prefati itaque Abbas 6c Conventus Malms. 6c eorum 
successores ilictam Cellam Pilton per mortem, ces* 
rionem> resignationem seu alio modo legitime vacan-* 
tem, idoneas successive personas, Priores sen admi* 
nistratores institnendos ibidem, dioto Dno Episcopo 
6c ejus Successoribus de cetero presentabunt, qui 
curam, administrationem seu regimen ab eodem Epis- 
copo 6c ejus Successoribus recipient, 6c nisi ei«' 
aliquid canonicum obsistat, sine difficultate admittent. 
£t ut hoc perpetu6 inviolabiliter observetnr inter 
partes, Episcopus, Decanns, Capitultim, Abbae 6t 
Conventus predicti tenore presenciom hojusmodi' 
mode se obligant in perpetuum. Et presenti scriptd 
i^igilla sua ad perpetuam rei memoriam alternatkn 
apposuerunt* 
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SLAPTON. 



J. HE manor of Slapton was held of the Bishops of 
Exeter by the Earls of Devon, on condition of acting 
as stewards at the installation feast of every new 
bi«hop. The composition to this effect, between 
Bishop Stapeldon and Hugh de Courtenay, Earl of 
Devon, is dated from Newton Plympton, D.omiEi|p4 
in crastino Beati Thome Apostoli A. D.. 1308. — 
Vid. 1. Regist Brantyngham, fo.36. ad calcem: and 
Blou&t's Ancient Tenures, p. 34. 

A collegiate church, with a perpetual chantry of 
five Priests and a Rector and four Clerks, was founded 
at Slapton, in honor of our Lady, by Sir Guy de 
Briant or Brene, about the year 1370. In 1. Regist. 
B^rantyhgham, fo. 54. is preserved the following 
document : 

Noverint universi me Guydonem de Brene Militem, 
Seniorem, Domui de Slapton concessisse, assignasse 
dt present! scripto meo confirmass^ Dno WiUelmo 
Batokeweye, Capellano <& quinque sociislhiis Presby- 
teris ^ ^nia/uor Clericis in Capelid Beate Maiie infr^ 
Manerium de Slapton consistente, in Divini^ Dno 
servieotibus, pro dote Cantarie in prefata CapellS. 
Qt^mwoAk ac sustentacione dictorum Presbyterorum 
& Clericorum unum annualem redditum L #narearum 
annuatim percipiendum de dicto Manerio meo de 
Slapton, Habendum & percipiendum predicto Willo 
«t dictis sociis suis et clericis antedictis ac ecrum 
Successoribus imppetunm, juxta vim formam et ef- 
fectum literarum Apostolicarum Reverendo in Xto 
FatrlExon Epo, ad fundandum ibi dictam Cantariam 
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4c ad uDJendum, incorporandum sire a^propriandum 
ecciesiam Parocbialem de Slapton Exon Dioc, dictis 
-Caotarie Presbyteris&Clericis in hAc parte directarum. 
In cujus rei testimonium, presentibus sigillum meum 
apposui hits testibus disoretis viris, Magistris ThomA 
de Walkyngton Decretormn, Johanno de Schillyng- 
ford, L^gam Doctoribus, 6c Hugone Hiclyng, Bacha- 
lar in Legibus <& pluribus aliis. Datum apud Chud- 
delegh die Jovis in festo Sci Matthei Apostoti & Evan- 
geliste, anno Regni Regis Edwardi III. post Conquer- 
turn, XLVIII. 

From fo. 74. of the same vol. it appears, that the 
founder appropriated to the college the parish church 
of Poundestock in Cornwall. 

I further observe, in 2. Regist. Stafford, fo. 289. ^^ 
that Lodeswell church was appropriated to this col- j 
lege in the year 1413. 

The Socii of the Rector * were alwlays priests: one 
of them had the charge of the parishioners of Slap* 
ton, and was called Minister. 

RBCTOKS. A, D 

1. William de Batokeweye. 

2. John £ryan, instituted 24. July, 1S71 

3. Richard BcAewell succeeded 7. August, 1373 

4. ff^aller Trote, admitted 26. Nov. 1375 

5. WiUiam Trey followed , 1 3. Aug. 1 38 1 

6. Rahert Hankesworihj appointed 11. Novk J386 

7. IFa2^ Danye/, confirmed 8. May, 1400 

8. John Robryng^ instituted 3. June, 1410 

9. jB^nerftc/JBren/e succeeded iy 1426 
He dfed 3. Feb. 1458-9 

10. John Pawle^ instituted 24. of the folio w* 
ing March, on the presentation of James 
Osmond, Rarl of Wiltshire, and Lord of Slapton 
Manor. 

IL Finceni Coke, who died Rector 21. Sept. 1498 
12. Nicholas Morion succeeded, on the pre- 
ientation of Henry Earl of Northumberland. 



^ EctOD, 19 his TbesAuras, oaJls tfae Superior of the college, Prior, instep 
ef, Rector. 



He was alive in 1&2 1 

Browne Willis, voL 2. p. 66. of his History of 

Abbies, informs us, that in ]534y the aeknowlege- 

iiient of the King's supremacy was given with the 

seal of the Rector and Fellows, but without names. 

The chantry of Slapton was granted to John Peter, 
6. Edw.VL 



s 



ISS 



HACCOMfiE AHCHPRESBYTEBY. 
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T is'singular, that the public notary has omitted to 
affix the date to the foundation deed of the Arch* 
presbytery of Haecoinbe, as given in 2. Resist. Gran- 
disson, fo. 14. But by compariog this record with 
the institution of the first Arch priest, iiudrew de Tre« 
gors, in fo. 46. of the 3d vol. of the same Bishop'j» 
Register^ I am clearly of opinion that it must have 
been drawn up either very late In the year 1341, or in 
the early part of 1342. 

This foundation deed states, that Sir Stephen de 
Haccombe had formerly applied to Bishop Grandis-* 
son, to erect the parish chuich of St. Blase, at Uac* 
combe,^ the burial place of his ancestors, into an 
Arch presbytery — that before the Prelate could have 
complied 'with bis wishes, the worthy Knight was 
taken off by death — that his heir Sir John Leree- 
dekne had fully entered into the views and wishes of 
the deceased, by renewing the application to the 
Bishop — ^that the Bishop most readily accedes to his 
request ; and consents to the appropriation of the 
parish church of St. Hugh de Quedyock, in CoruwalU 
for the better support of the Archpriest and tkis com* 
munity. It should be clearly ^indersloud, that this 
Arobpriest enjoyed no episcopal powers whatsoever 
— that he was subject, not merely to the visitation 
and jurisdiction of the Bishop of the diocese of 
Exeter, but moreover, to that of the Archdeacon of 



•Od the 14. K«!. of August, (July JO.) I'ilH, BisLop Grandissou 
dedicttted thii pari&h oiiurcli of Haeconii>e, wiili its two ttitarg and tbe 
eeroitery. Sir Heory Carew, Bart. Uie pn»eD{ proprieror, is bow auga)>«fl 
ID tiie embeiiifibi&gol' tuis eiiurcii, wttii a mugumi^t^ut ^otiiir aiiar, ciiancet- 
sonnuk, ftiO&o pulpit^ oud Qihar dtfcoratiuus^ ut'^i^ii^^J bj Mi , Jol4ii K^juuil, of 
K^eter. 
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Totnes-^and that the only difference between him 
and a simple parish Priest consisted ki this, — that he 
was also the President and Superlour of a comivunity 
of clergymen, who were called his Socii, or com- 
panions. These clergymen were five in number, and 
were bound to sing the canonical office, and to cele- 
brate perpetual obits — they dwelled under the same 
roof with the Archpriest, and lived in common. 
The Archpriest was obliged to pay six marks per 
annum to the treasury of ihe Cathedral church of 
Exeter. 

We miv here remark that the Rural Deans were 
styled Archpriests in some countries. Decani Ru- 
rales in aliquibus regionibus Archipresbyteri nomi- 
nantur. See the Constitutions of Pope Benedict XII. 
A. D. 1335. in 2. Spelman's Councils, fo. 505. 

E 2. Regisi. Grcmdissonj fo. 14. 

Universis &o. Johannes <&c. salutem in sinceris 

amplexibus Salvatoris. Cum mnlta nobis sint de 

5?tudio devocionis olim dilecti filii Domini Stephani 

de Haqcomb, miiitis, ad Deum & Divini culti^ks aug- 

mentum in Parochiali Keclesia de Haccomb, nre 

Diocesis, in quA ipse, dum viveret, jus obtinuit patro- 

naltiis & in qu4 corpora ejus & suorum Progenitorum 

traduntur ecelesiastice Sepulture, placid4 insinua- 

tione ^uggesta, ita cordi nostro est ejus intentio 

devota, ut eaque rationabiliter erant sibi ooncedenda 

vivo, eciam concedamus defuncto <& e6 libenciilis, 

qd dilectus filtus Dominus Johes Lereedekne, Miles, 

qui sicut eidem Duo Stephano in Temporalibus Heres 

substituitur, ita devooionem ipsius, cujus velut Fidel 

^ommissartus fide! is curam suscepit, imitatus, expla- 

nando sepe nobis suum et dicti Domini Stephani circa 

premissa ampiectendi deside/ium &> petendo sepiiis in 

declarationem devocionis dicti Stephani <& sue Fidei» 

ad Divini rult^s augnnentum in dicta £celesi4 per- 

petuum ArchipresbyteratAs Officium &. infrascriptum 

Presbyterorum numerum, premissa solempnitate de- 

bitA, stfttuere sub modis <Sc porcionibus subdistinctis. 

Considerantes igitur, qd ilia beulgno sunt concedenda 

favrtre. per qne Divinus cultus augeri valeat & pia 

defunct oruni vota saiubriter ikdimpleri, djiectos filigs 



Decanum & Capitulum Ecclesie nre Exon^ ad traC- 
tandum ud4 nobUcam super premissis eonim causis, 
ad certos diem & locum peremptorie fecimus erocari* 
babitoque cum eis super hiis tractatu diligeuti <& so- 
Irmpni die dict^, de predictorum Decani & CapituH 
ao prefati Militis & oifnnium almrum quorum interest, 
coUaudacione <& consensu, eoncurrentibusque omni- 
bus & singulis que rdquiruntur de jure super petitis 
hujusmodi & circa ea in hiis seriptis, ordinBinos, 
providemus A statuimus sub h&o fonn4, ut videlicet 
diiecto filio nunc Rectore dicte Ecclesie de Hac- 
combe oedente vel decKdente, persona idonea scientii 
A moribus, ac in Sacerdotio constituta, que non 
solum Clericorum ponendorum in ek 6r amoveodi 
eosdera, cum expedire vtdebitnr, verum etiam Pres* 
byterorum predictorum <& Parochianorura quorum- 
cumque ejusdem Ecclesie sollicitudinem ^ curam 
^rat debitam animaruia* quiqoe per verum Fatronum 
dicte Ecclesie infra tempos indultum k jure, velut 
Areftip-resbyter & sub.Archipresbyteii vocabulo nobis 
& successoribus oris Exon Episcopis, instituendus 
presentetur <& instttuatur A re hi presbyter tn e&dem 
qui eciam mox m Institutione suA prestet juxta for- 
mam Constitotionis bone memorie Dominorum Otonis 
& Ottoboni, olim Sedis Apostolice Legatorum in 
Anglic de Vieariis edite^ faciende ibidem residenci^ 
c^orporalis & continue, except^ defenaione neeessarii 
sen saltern utHitate communi dicte Ecclesie, juramen- 
turn. Alioquin dicti Archipresbyteri institutio uuiiius 
pettitCis sit moment!. — Item quod idem Archipresbyter 
Quinque Presbyteros- suos Socios idoneos, nobis ^ 
Successor ibci» oris per euodem Patronum,. postquam 
diotus Archipresbyter corporalem possessionem 
dicie Ecclesie de Haccomb <& pos.sessionem corp6- 
ralem Ecclesie Sci Hugonis de Qtiedyock intrascripte 
cum maj§ribo» fructobos ad eas fpreter portionem 
Vicarie in e4dem Ecclesi4 Sci^ Hugonis per nos vel 
Socoessores nostros taxande & ordinande) spectan- 
tibus, auctoritate presentisOrdinationisfueritadeptus^ 
ae postmodum eis vel eorum subrogatis sive simul 
sive separratim cedectibus vel decedentibiis, infr& 
mensem ibidem continuum nominando nostrarum 
a&t Successorum uostrorum buQUjsni^di ^ctctoritiite 
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filorartmi, eclam onii:«sa solempnitate inquia»itiODJj} & 
ijidu'^tioDis in aliis servari solit^, recipiat & secum 
faabeat, quos cessaote cau^4 ratioDabili noiumus k 
quoquam amoveri ; per quos autem omnes Divinum 
Officium in predict^ £celesi4 de Haccomb devote 4c 
Kolempniier celebretur, ut videlicet preter Hor«(s 
Canonieas quas diceut cum not4 quolibet die, Missam 
convenientem dici & aliam de Beat& Virgine Dei 
Genitrice cum not^, necnon tereiam de Mortuis cum 
pleno ofilcio Mortuorum ordine gervari soiito, oe*- 
sante impedimento le^itimo cotidic sine not4 preter- 
quam m Anniversariiis, psallere & dicere taoeaotur. 
In quibus iVilssis & aliis Oracionum i^ufi^ragiis9 pro 
s&alubri statu nostro & Nobilis virl Dni Hug;auit» de 
Courteuay comitis Devon dictique Dni Jobannis 
Lercedekne & Doniiue Cecilie, uxorisisue t$uorumque 
liberoruui necnon Margarete quondam uxorli^ Domini 
iStepbani de Haccombe, rnjiiti^, et Dni Roberti de 
Pyl, cierici, dum vixeiimus et vixerint ae pro anima* 
bus lf>8orum ^ no&itr^ouny^ab b^o luce migrav0l*imus 
^ migraverint. Et spt^cialiler pro animabus . Doi 
Stephani predict! Fuudatoris, & Dui Tbome Ler- 
cedekne Militis, l^atriii Dni Dni Jobi^nnis,ac Domine 
Matilde matris e]Pfi»dem, necnon Jordani de Haccomb 
& Isabelie uxoris sue omuiumque Fidelium in Cbristo 
quiescentium orare specialiter teneautur, Jrroviso 
quod unus de Presbyieri:i hujusmodi cotidie pro 
8tatu nostro ac predictorum omnium 6c animabus 
uotitris ac predictorum nominatim expressorum <& 
omnium iideltum defuoctorum celebrare cotidie 
teueatur, quodque vici»<iam Uebdomadarios se oon* 
Mtituanty dictique Preebyteri prefatum Archipiej$by- 
terum, cum oporteat, juveut in cure exeeutione ani- 
marum; ejui^demjudicio <& ordination i in biisquede. 
centie sunt <& bonestatis i»e subiicient cum omni reve- 
i*eutiA & timore. 8tatuimus iosuper \ ordiaamua 
quod idem A rcbi presbyter ratioue aui regiminis ani- 
in arum & supportaciouis sui aliorumque oneiiuin 
ejusdem Ecclesie, ad instar aliorum Beneficiatorum 
nostre Diocesis <& ouram auimarum babentium, dis- 
poneudi de bouisejusdeui Kcclesie plenauot^^ iiberam 
babeat facuUatem, Pvovii»o tamen quod tarn ipse quam 
alii iVe^bytei^i predioti, quos per eum volumus sibi 
Socios aupellari, sub eudom tecto simul se reilciant 
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*et cohabhent in communi. Qu6dqae volumus idem 
Archipresbyter de bonis ad dictam- Ecclesiam spec- 
tan tibus, singulis predietjs Presbyteris pro stipendiis 
& vestibas, preter & ultrA victualia «tatm eorum 
t^ompetencia, que ipse administrabit eisdem II marcas 
«terlingorum ad festa Sci Michaelis & Pasche per 
equales porciones singulis annis solvere teneatur, 
Et sibi caveat tam idem Archipresbyter qu^m Pres- 
byter! qu6d sic in refectione <& cohabitatione, ita 
pares siut, si comod^ poterint, in vestis colore & 
honestate <& ut eorum nntcurque provider! valeat 
primitds de deceuti&, non queratur qa6d preciosum 
est vel subtile, sed qu6d utile vaieat inveniri. Sint 
eciam vestes super tunicam clause, precincte & non 
sclsse, utanturque srnguli in executione Divini oflBcii 
snperpelliceis <& nigris Almiciis omnibBS diebus velut 
Yicarli in nostrd Ecclesi& Cathedraii : habeant eciam 
duos clericali caractere insignttos in arte legend! & 
<;antandi sufficienter instructos X solid ossterlingorum 
pro vestibus & suis necessariis ultr^ victualia annua 
juxf a gtadum & condicionem eorum k dicto Archipres- 
hytero percepturos, qui cum eis cantent, <& Divinum 
Ministerium in suis ordinibus exequantur <& ali^s in 
eorum domesticis negociis sint, juxta ju«sum diet! 
Archipresbyter! & inandatum, si & quando expediet, 
occupati. Si vero oontigit dictorum Presbyterorum 
aliquem coram spo competente judice in peccato 
carnis legitime convictnm, ita quod sit quodamodd 
incorrigibilis, vel extra dictam £cclesiam celebrare, 
nisi causa rationabilis suberit k predicto Archipres- 
bytero approbata, ^ predictA Societate ampveatar 
protinds summarie 6c de piano ; ac sine judidorum 
strepitu & fugaciA, & alius loco ameti idoneus mode 
premisso subrogetur. Quia vero dicta JEicelesia de 
Haccomb ad complendum hujusmodi salobre proper 
situm non sitf&eit, Paroohialem ecclesiam Sci Hagoni^ 
de Quedyfe dictenostre Diocesis in quA dictus vide- 
licet Dnus StephanuSj^, dum viveret optinuit Joban- 
nesque suus heres jus ad presens obtinet Patronatus, 
de collaudatione db consensu unanimi Decani & 
Capituli nostri, predictorum neenon omnium & sin* 
gulorum aliorum quorum interest^ predictique muiti 
instanciA Militis & Heredis cum omnibus jurJbus & 
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pertineutiifl suis dicte Ecclesie de Haccomb & officio 
ArchipresbyteralAs predicti <fe P.resbyteris in dict^ 
Ecclesilk Domino, ut preniittitur, servituris, in sub- 
portacionem dictorum onerum Pontificali auctoritate 
concedirnus, appropriamus & animus, juribus & dig- 
nitale nostre Exon Ecclesie & Archidiaconorum loco- 
rum in omnibus semper salvis. Ita quod auctoritate 
appropriationis & unionis hujusmodi, cedente vol 
decedente dilecto filio ad presens ejusdera Ecclesie 
Rectore, fact&que inde nobis <& successoribus nostris 
fide, prefatus Archipresbyter suo dicteque ecclesie 
de Hacoomb ac Presbyterorum predictorum nomine 
per se vel aiium sea alios ejusdem ecclesie Sci Hu- 
gonis possessionem libere apprehenderc & tenere 
fractusqae ejusdem 10 usus predictos committere 
valeat, nostri (nee alterius cujuscumque) licenci^ 
nnic^ requisite, reserratii tamen de ejusdem Ecclesie 
fructabas & proventibas Perpetuo Vicario canonic^ 
institaendo in eil, assignand& per nos porx^ionecongruft, 
ex qui idem Viearius eomod^ sastentari possit et 
Episcopalia Jura solvere aliaque sibi incumbencia 
onera sapportare, quam CoUationi nostre Ordioarie 
dc Successorum nostrorum de ooi^sensa dicti Militis 
specialiter reservamus. Rurstis premissis-admittimos 
pro nobis & Successoribus nostris Exon Episcopis, 
qd in vacationibus singalis predicti Archipresbyter- 
atAs, ill& perceptione proventaum ratione Custodie 
durante vacatloue hujusmodi contentaii volumus & 
debemus, quam idem Archipresbyter, si viveret, esset 
pro porcione snk discretit & libera percepturus. Ut 
antem contra dispendlum qd pararl posset forsitan 
•idem Ecclesie pro premissli deliberacione debite 
eonsnlatur, Statuimus <& ordinamas, qd dictus Archi- 
presbyter in aignum recordacionis boneficii hujus, 
annis singalis mox postqaam^& earum Ecclesiarum 
de Haccomb & Sci Hugonis de^Quedyk possessionem, ^ 
auctoritate presentis ordinacionis apprehenderit V 
liiarca^ sterlingorum in jsubsidium Fabrice prefate 
Ecclesie nostre committendas in Soaccario dicte 
Ecclesie nostre in festis predictis equi^ pojrcionibus dc 
I marcam pro obita dicte Matilde Lercedekne, ma- 
tris Dni Dni Johis Lercedelsne & ejusdem Johannis 
eum ab hlk3 luce migraverit, secuAdH die post festum 
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ISci Bartbolomei Apostoli ia elidem Ecolesili Exon 
tenendo inter Canonicos <& alios ininistros diote Ec- 
<^lesie tunc presentes, per Clerioam Scaecarii dividen* 
4am dieto die in Seaecario predioto, solvere per 
juramenti vinculam teneatar. Reserratli nobis & suo- 
oessoribus nostris, premissis addendi <& ea mutandi, 
corrigendi & interpretandi ac munlendi potestate. 
In cajos rei &c. &e. 

In conclading this article, we may observe that 
this foundation deed is modelled on that by which 
Bishop Stapeldon erectedthe parish church of Whit-' 
tjhurch into an Arehpresbytery, but twenty years 
before. — See fo. 166, of his register. 

Haccombe became the property of the Carew 
family, through Joanna, wife of Sir Nteholas Carew, 
Knighty (the lineal ancestor of the preseat Sir Henry 
Carew, Bart*) temp. Hen.VI. and daughter of Sir Hugh 
de Courtenay, Knight, younger brother of Edward 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, by Philippa, Sir Hugh's 
second wife, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Guariaus 
Le Ercedekne, (or, Archidiaconus) Knight, son of 
John Le Ercedekne, by Cecilia his wife, daughter an^ 
heiress of Jurdan de Haccombe, «on of Sir Stephen 
de HaccombQ, Knight, which John was son aa4 b^ir 
of Thomas, son of Sir Odo Le Ercedekne.* 

* Anns of the Hacoombes, Argent, 3 Bends, Sable: of the Ercedeknes. 
^fent, 3 ClieTroni^ Sable. 



140 



St. 6ABB1£L'8 CHAPEL, 

AT<!LYST. 

JBlSHOP BRONESCOMBE was the original foun- 
der of this establish men t. as appears from the following 
deed. 

Univer.«is presentes literas inspec(uris Walterus mi- 
seracione Diving Exon Epus salutem in Dno sempi- 
ternam. E6 fidacialiilis possessiones transitorias ad- 
qnirimus, qu6 ampliC&s Divinum eultum ex earuin 
fruetubus augmentare proposuimus. Proinde vacan- 
tem Paroehialetn Ecclesiam de Ffarendon cum frue- ^ 
tubus eju«dem ad coUationem nostram spectantem, 
cujus advocationem canonicd adquisivimuSy ad sus- 
tentationem duornm capellanprum per nos & suc- 
cessores nostros canonic^ substituendorum in Capella 
Sci Gabrielis, quam infra Septa Curie nostre de Clyst 
fundavimus ad honorem B. Virginis, dicti Axchangeli 
& omninm Angelorum, necnon & pro salute aie nre, 
jADtocessorum & Successorum ac Benefactorum nos* 
troriiin, Piviria porpefud celebrandorum, accedente 
H'J h^^c ''il<^otor(im fiiiorum Decani '& CapituH nre 
b\oa coni?oijsr, iegitimo, attestatione presentis instru- 
iiif^nti, intuitu Ciiriiatis, appropriamtis, concedimus 
& canonic^ appropriatione annectimus perpetu5 pos- 
sidendam, salvik competenti vicariii per nos c& Suc- 
oessores nros ydoneis personis cum vacaverit impos- 
terum conferend^. In cujus rei testimonium present! 
scripture sigillum nostrum appoui fecimus. Dat. apud 
Clyst in festo SS. Cosme & Damiani Anno Gre 1276, 
& Consecraois nre 19.* 

* This deed is bound up with some loose MSS. in the beginning of Bro- 
nescombe's Register^ and may abo be seen in fo.^T4y of the same Register. 
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To this foundation the venerable Bishop Stapeldon 
was a generous benefactor ; for he annexed to it a 
peaceful and commodious asylum for 12 blind, infirm, 
or superannuated clergymen » where every attention 
was rendered to their corporal and spiritual necessi- 
ties. The funds for this charity he supplied princi- 
pally from the property of his friend and predecessor 
Bishop Bytton,"^ of whom he appears to have been 
residuary legatee. A moiety of the property pos- 
sessed by the clergymen of this establishment at the 
time of their decease, was reserved for the improve- 
ment and better condition of the charity. To assist 
the community, I find that the Dean and Chapter of 
Exeter engaged themselves, in 1376, to contribute the 
annual sum of forty-three mc^rks, from the appro- 
priated churches of Westleigh and St. Melan. 

A Canon of Exeter Cathedral was generally charged 
with the administration and superintendance of this 
benevolent institution. 

For fuither particulars consult Stapeldon's Regist. 
fo. 163 — 2. Grandisson's^ fo. 4 — Appendicis, fo. 60 — 
2. Brantyngham. 

* Bishop ByttOQ died 21. September 1307. 
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IPELPEN. 

IN Domesday we read that " Radulfus FelgBeres 
tenet de Rege Iplepen." The Felgheres family, at 
an early period, conferred their right of presentation 
to Ipilpen Church on the abbey of St. Peter of Ful- 
gers, in Britanny. The Rector of the church, from 
holding his situation immediately from this abbey,, 
was called a Prior— perhaps two Religious may have 
Ifved with him, as was sometimes the ease ef cells to 
alien monasteries. 

In Brotiescombe's Register, fo. 66. I find, that on 
14. Sept. 1274, was admitted " Prater Lucas ad Prio- 
ratum de Ipilpen vacantem per spontaneam resig- 
nationem Fratris Thome quondam Prioris ad pre- 
sentationem Abbatis et Conventtls Sci Petri de 
Ffilger.'' 

6alfridu8 occurs as Prior find Reetor of the church 
in 1815 and 1384. 

In 1350 the church was valued rft £6. per annum. 
King Edward III. presented the rector that year 
^'rationetemporallum Abbathiede Ffeulgersin manii 
BxA occasione guerre inter ipsum et illos de Ff rancid 
mote existentium.-' I believe the Crown continued 
to hold the benefice, until Bishop Lacy procured its 
appropriatit)n to St. Mary's College, at Otery, in the 
year 1438.. 
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OTTERTON PRIORY. 

1 HE manors of Oterton, Otriotont or Olterington, 
and of Yarticombe, were gran^ed by William the 
Conqueror to the great and venerable Benedictine 
abbey of St. Michael de Periculo Maris. From the 
Monasticon it appears, that King John founded the 
priory here for four Monks, and that he granted them 
the manors of Sidmouth and Budleigh ; in consi- 
deration of which they were obliged to distribute to 
the poor, every week, the value of sixteen shillings in 
bread, for ever.* 

A Custumale, containing an account of the customs 
and rents of this priory, was digested by Gaufrid, a 
Monk of St. Michael's Monastery, A. D 1260. It is 
probably the same work which Bp. Tanner entitles 
" CoJlectiones, <&c. m the possession of John Austis, 
Esq. Garter King of Arms," and is now the praperty 
of the Rev^ Duke Yonge, of Cornvvood, in this county. 

From this MS. and from the registers of the See 
of Exeter, 1 flatter myself that I have recovered an 
accurate list of all the Priors of Otterton. 

A. D. 

1. 2VtcAo/c«« occurs as Prior in the year 1212 

2. Henry occurs in several deeds copied in 
the Custumale of Otterton. 

3. WUlam de Kernity who was corfirmed as 
Abbot of Tavistock'in 1220 

4. William TurheviUe occurs as Prior in 1227 

5. Ralph Underwin- 

6. John occurs as Prior in 1257 

7. Gaufrid, the compiler of the Custumale, 
occurj* in a deed dated eaily in 1260 
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A. 0fc 

8. W'miam dePraiellis^ admitted 21. De<r. 1266^ 

9. Richard Jordan^ coDfirmed 10. April, 1276i 

10. Soheri Lovel, instituted 27. April, IS.IQ 
He resigned in August,. 1316^ 

11. Robert de Albo succeeded in the follow- 
ing September, and resigned in les& than three 
years. 

12. Orgerius Bueys, admitted in July 1319 
and was Prior thirty-three years. 

13. Thomas^ Sedile succeeded him 30. May, 1362. 
The following Bull of Pope Innocent VI. to this 

Prior,* may be acceptable to our readers : — 

" Innocentius eps servus serv^orum dei Dilecto 
filio Thome Sedile Priori Priorat As de Otriton 
ordinis Sancti Benedicti Exonien dioc, salutem 
& apostolicam benedictionem. Religionis zelus 
vite ac morum honestas aliaqjue probitatis et 
virtutuntmerita super quibus apud nosfidedigno 
commendaris testimonio nos inducunt ut te 
;.pecialis favoris gratiA prosequamur. Exhibita 
siquidem nobis pro parte tu& petitio continebat,. 
qu6d olim Priopatu de Otriton ordinis sancti Be- 
nedict! Exonien Dioc quern quondam' Ogerius 
ultlmus ipsius PrioratAs Prior dum viveret obti- 
nebat per ipsius Ogerii obitum qui extra Ro- 
manam Curiajn diem clausit extremum vacante, 
dilecti filii Abbas et Conventus Monasterii sancti 
Michaeiis in Periculo maris dicti ordinis Abrin- 
censis Dioc veri palroni ejusdem PrioratAs et in 
possessione pacific^ seii quasi juris presentandl 
Priorem ad eundem Prioratura.existentesytead 
dictum Prioratum sic vacantem et ab eodenii • 
Monasterio dependentem, et per Monachose jus- 
dem Monasterii cuji]ts Monachus expresse pro- 
fessus existis solitum gubernari, Venerabili fra- 
tri nostro Johanni Epo Exonien infra tem.push 
legitimum presentarunt, idemque Eps t^ ia 
Priorem instituit dicti Priorat^s canonice nisi 
aplice reservationes obstarent, tuque vigore 
presentationis et institu.tionis hujusmodi dictum 
Prioratum pacific^ assecutus ilium diCi tenuistl 

< ■' ■■■III! I II ■ I I 111 ■ I III 11 1 1 I ■■ I ■ I II I m 

* Ex Orig. penes D. Joannem Jones, de Frank lyn. 
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A. Bt 

et possedisti prout tenes et possides pacilice et 
quiets. Ciim autem sicut eadem petitio sub- 
jungebat, tu dubUes dictum Prioratum tempore 
presentatioDis seu institutionis hujusraodi fore 
dispositione sedis aplice reservatum, tequeprop- 
terea posse super eo imposterum molestari. No» 
jgitur volentes te in presbyteratAs ordine consti- 
tutum promissorum meritorum tuorum intuitu 
favore prosequi gratioso, tuis in h&c parte sup- 
plieaeionibus inelinati, volumus, et aplic^ tiR)i 
auctoritate concedimus, qd presentacio et insti- 
tacio prediete, et queeumq ; inde secuta perinde 
k dato presentium valeant et plenam obtineant 
roboris firmitatem, ao si dictus Prioratus tem- 
pore presentationis vel institutionis hujusmodi 
dispositioQi sedis prediete reservatus minime 
extitisset Nulli ergo omnin6 hominum, lieeat 
banc paginam nostre concessionis et voluntatis 
rnfringere, vel ei ausu temerario eontrail-e. 
Siquis autem hoc attemptare presumpserit, iu- 
dignationem omnipotentis dei> et beatorum Petri 
et Pauli Aplorum ejus se noverit incursurum. 
Datum Avinion II. Kal. Febfuarii Pontifieatds 
Dostri Anno Quinto^' 

14. Thomas Paga, admitted 19. August, 1393^ 

15. Robert Magne, instituted 30. Sept. 1403 
and, I believe, was the last Prior. 

This was one of the priories suppressed in 1414. 
Very soon after, it was annexed, with all its depend- 
encies, to Siqn House, the noble foundation of Henry 
. V. On the suppression of that royal monastery^ 
Otterton manor, then valued at «£87. 10. 4. per 
annum, was granted 31. Hen. Vlll. to Richard Duke^ 
one of the clerks of the Augmentation Court, and, at 
the time of the grant, a clerk of the council, in whose 
posterity it continueu till 24. Sept 1785, when it was 
purchased by Denys Rolle. Esq. the father of Lord 
Rolle, the present owner. 

In the Taxatio of Edward L I read as follows : — 

PRIOR DE OTRINTA HABE.T. 

J jC. s. d. 

Manerium de Otrintona \b 2 8 

Manerium de Sydemuie 10 6 8^ 
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£» 8. d. 

Apud Budleiirhde reddmolendini 5 13 4 

Maneriutn de Hertecombe 10 16 

Apud Herderlond de redd .,., 8 10 

Apud Ffursham de redd 110 

In CivUale Kxon de redd 14 



Summa £46 3 4 



Decima £4 13 4 



Bishop Grandisson informs us, in his register^ that 
the priory, in 1334, held, in proprios usus, the parish 
churches of Otterton, Harpford, Sidmonth and Yar- 
ticombe, at that time valued at £35. per annum. 

Forty-one years after, Bishop Brantyngham re- 
ported to King Edward III. that Sidmouth church 
yxas valued at the annual sum of £20. 

Otterton Church at £20. 

Harpford at — ; £5. 

Yarticombe at £20. 

And that Clysfon Church paid yearly to Otterton 
Priory the feum of 5s. 

Since writing the above, I have fecund that Henry 
Marshall, Bishop of Exeter, appropriated the above- 
mentioned churches of Otterton, (with its chapel of 
Lahedreland, cum capel)& suA de Lahedreland,^ 
Sidmouth, Yarticombe & Harpford, to St. Michael's 
Abbey. The deed of appropriation is dated from 
Crediton, 31. August, I2th year of his Pontificate. 
See the Appendix (p). 

I have seen a grant of King Henry VIII. by which 
he discharges Sion House and its dependencies for 
ever of all tenths, fifteenths, and all other quotas and 
subsidies ; also of all manner of tolls and customs. 

Agnes, Abbess of Sion House demised Sidmouth 
manor and rectory to Richard Cosweli, gent, for 
the term of 99 years^ under the yearly rent of 
£51 17. 7. The lease, dated 5. Feb. 30, Hen, VIII. 
was allowed by the Augmentation court. 

The monastery of St. Michael (to which Otterton 
Priory was subordinate) was built on a rock four 
hundred feet high, overhanging the sea, between 
Normandy and Britanny, in the year TO8, by Aubert, 
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Bishop of Avranches. Formerly most of the churches 
that were built on mountains or eminences, were 
dedicated to St. Michael ; perhaps, because it is as- 
serted, in the most ancient Legends, that he had fre- 
quently appeared in such places — " in vertice Gargaui 
mentis," and others. 

- On this great abbey, the priory ol St. Michael's 
Mount, in Cornwall, was also dependent. A reli- 
gious community existed there in the time of Edward 
the Confessor;' and Leofric, Bishop of Exeter, ex- 
empted it from all episcopal jurisdiction. Borlase's 
account of this priory is very inaccurate. 

In 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 7. (ad calcem) 
is the following account of this priory : — *' Frater 
Jobes Volant de monte Sti Michis optinet ecclesiam 
Sti Hilarii valoris pr. ann V marcarnm et dimid. 
& Idem optinet ecclesia de Moresk val. pr an XX 
marc & 6s. 6d. — Idem optinet capellam Sti .Michis 
in monte val pr. an XXIV marc 3s. <fe 9d. — Dictus 
Prior cum^ monachis residt in dicto Prioratu." 

I have met with the following Priors of St. Miehaers 
Mount, in Cornwall: — 

A. D. 

1. Badulphus de Car/«re/, admitted 21. Dec. 1260 

2. Richard Perer succeeded 11. April, 1275 

3. Gaufridde Gernon, admitted 8. July, 1283 

4. Peier de Card F"ifld succeeded 12. Sept. 1316 
d.John Hardy y instituted 3. Oct. 1349 

6. John de Volant succeeded 24. April, 1362 

7. Richard, -4wiicei/ succeeded 7. Dec. 1385 

8. William Lambert succeeded 1. Oct. 1410 
In 3. Regist. Lacy, fo. 43 an indulgence appea'rs 

to have been granted, of forty days, to all who should 
contribute to a new causeway from Marazion to St. 
Mfchaers, 
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AXMOUTH, 



J. HIS manor, with its parochial church, belonged 
to the Benedictine abbey of Montburgh, in the diocese 
of Constance, in Normandy. The priory of Lodres, 
in Dorsetshire, a cell to Montburgh, was permitted to 
receive the temporalities of the said cliurch and 
m^nor. But I see no reason to believe that any 
priory existed at Axm.outh. 

In the registers, I observe that Bishop Stapeldon 
admitted Roger Harriel, Prior of Lodres, to the cus- 
tody of the church of Axmouth, in the year 1320 — 
that Bishop Grandisson admitted Simon de Londi 
to the same office, on the 31. Dec. 1355, and Robert 
Dormer, on 5. Nov. 1361 ; that Sampson Trigal, 
Prior of Lodres, was also admitted, by Bishop Stafford, 
to the said custody in 1396. 

In the Taxatio of King Edward I. the manor of 
Axemuei is valued at £10. 13$. 4d. the tenth is fixed 
atX'i. 1. 4. 

On the suppression of Lodre Priory, in 1414, the 
manor and church of Axmouth were granted \>j 
Henry Y. to his monastery of Sion House. I have 
seen a presentation by the Abbess and Convent of , 
Sion to the church of Axmouth, in the year- 1428. 

A chapel, dedicated to St. Leonard, in Axmouth 
parish, is mentioned in 1. Regist. Stafford, fo.338. 



M» 



CARSWELL. 



Ti 



HIS priory, situate in the Deanery of Plymptre, 
was a small cell for two Monks, as Leland informs 
us, and was dependent on the Cluniac Monastery of 
Montacute, in Somersetshire. 

In the Taxatio, so often quoted, I read as follows,: — 

PRIOR DE CiVRESWELE HABET. 

Apud Careswell 2 18 

Apud Monckecoln de redd <& pquis* ,. I 

In Paroch de Sampford que tax ad 14 

Samma £5 2 8 

4 

Decima £0 8 3J 

In an interesting letter of Bishop Brantyngham's to 
King Edward III. on the subject of alien priories in 
the Diocese of Exeter, 2» Regist. fo. 7. ad fioem, I 
observe the prior did not reside at Carswell, Anno 
48. Edward III. '^ Frater Radulfus Shalsham Indigena 
Prior de Careswell optinet ecdesiam de Holcombe 
Rogus que incumbit Priori & Conventui de Monte 
Acuto & Don residet in e&dem cujus fructus & pro* 
!ireDtas annul se extendunt ad XX Libras." 



150 



CHULMLEIGH. 



I 



merely mention this collegiate church, in whicbf as 
Bishop Grandisson states^ S ^egist. fo. 158. were six 
Prebends, in order to remark an apparent confdsion 
in the registers, as to their names, and even their 
number. 

In 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 72, occurs the Pre- 
benda Overheighes, which seems to be the same which 
Bishop Redman styles in fo. 2. Orerhaye. 

In 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 15. he mentions the 
Prebend Puella — info. 100. he calls it Puellarum — and 
Bishop Lacy. 2. Regist. fo. 248. calls it Le Mayden, 
alias Denys. 

The Prebend of Dene, occurs in 2. Regist. Lacy, 
fo. 209 

The Prebend . Buckloncl occurs fo. 46 and 70. of 
Veysey's. 

The Prebend Penelles occurs vol. 2. fo. 75. of 
Brantyngham's; andyetin fo. 18. of Bishop Botbe's, 
Penelles and Northerhaye are considered as the same 
Prebend. 

The fact appears to be, that the six prebends were 
Qrigioally— 1. Overheighes,orOverhayne. 8. Puelle, 
or Puellarum, or Mayden. 3. Denys, or Dene. 
4. Bocklond. 5. Penelles. 6. Netherhayne. and 
that, subsequently to Grandisson's time, they were 
reduced to four, by uniting Denys or Dcjne to Puelle, 
or Puellarum ; or Mayden and Penelles to Nether- 
hayne. 

N. B. All these Prebends were in the gift of the 
Courtenay family. 



In closing this worky t beg leave to inform ihe 
reader^ thai I have purposely ahstained from 
noticing ihe Cathedral of Exeter and ihe Collegictie 
Chapel of the Castle in this Ciiy ; intending to 
speak of them^ at large, in my History of Exeter. 
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fa) Referred to from p. 1 . 

The Legend of Saint Olave. 



HE following Legend was copied by me from the 
MS. Ordinate compiled by Bishop Grandisson, penes 
Decanum <& Capitulum Ecclesie Cathedr. Exon; 
Lectio Quarta — XXIX Julil 
Beatus OLAVUS Rex Norwegiefidemevangelicam 
ex Angli& compertam devote suscepit <& in urbe 
Rothomagi baptizatus est. Nee propria tamen salute 
contentus, novo rerum ordine. Rex vice fungeoB 
Apostoli verbum Dei suo populo predieavit. Qui 
eciam Leges tarn Divinas quam huraanas, mir4 dia- 
cretione plenas, scripsit & promulgavit. Set in vi& 
Dei. multos perpessus adversarios, quibus resistere 
non potuit, secessit ad Ruciam ad Jerzelaum Regem, 
cum quo non parvo tempore moratus et sue Religionis 
celehre monumentum incolis derelinquens, per Sue- 
ciam rediit, ac ibidem ab inimiois Fidel peremptus e&ts 
Anno Dnimillesimo vicesimo octavo. Vider at quippe 
sanctus Rex ante^ in sompnis scalam ad celos erec- 
tam & precedente Passionis sue nocte apparuerat 
ei Dnus lbs dicens — ^^ Accede ad me, dilecte mi, ut 
corpnam suscipias glorie & honoris:" qu& yisione 
non modioClm comfortatus est et animatus ad Mar* 
tyrium perferendum. Fjertur de eo, qu5d, dum quA- 
dam Do9iinic4 die virgulam euitello, immemor festi, 
dolarety & k quodam super hoc comm/onitus fnis^et^ 
facti penitens, dolaturas virge supejr propriam manum 
congestas combussit, set tamen inanu^.ejus illesa 
permansit. 
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(h) Referred to from p. 2. 

8t. Anselm's Letter to Osbem, Bishop of 

Exeter. 

The^ following letter is copied from 4. Alford's 
Annales Ecelesiae AnglieanaB, fo. 168. edit Liege 1663. 

ANSELMUS5 Dei dispositione vocatiis Archiepis- 

copus Cantuariensis, Reverendo Epo Exoniensi, Os- 

berne salutem. Episcopalem deeet dignitatem, quos- 

cumquepotestadservitntem Dei invitare,et volentes 

Deo servire quibus valet consulendo et adjavando 

confortare. H&e igitur fiduoiA Reyerentiam vestram 

obsecro, ut Monachos de Monagterio, quod valg& 

dicitur de BataillA, investrd civitate morantes, propter 

Denm et propter nostrum, si quid ad hoc valere 

potest, amorem, PaternA et Episcopali pietate adju- 

vetis et ab omnibus adversariis pro possibilitate ves- 

tr& sicut vos decet, defendatis; quateniis si quid 

boni Deus per illos operari dignabitur, cum illis 

it Deo retributionem reclpiatis. Audivi enim qu5d 

quid am de Clericis vestrls fecerunt • illls queedam 

quse fiQri non oportuit. Unde precor ut prsedietis 

Monachiseamjubeatis fieri satisfactionem, utdeineeps 

juste conqueri non possint de Glericorum vestrornm 

indiscretione. Eosdem quoque Clericos fraternti 

charitate et patern& fiduciA precando moneo, quate- 

nils ita se habeant erga eosdem fratres, ut ipsfi oari- 

tatis exhibitione et benignA familiaritate probent sibi 

Slacere profectum illorum et studium ad serviendum 
^eo. Qa5d autem profaibitis eos pulsare Signa sua 
secundum Ordinem suum, nusqu^m recte fieri solet ; 
nisi ubi Monachi in Majori EcelesiA Civitatis deser- 
vient. Ubi enim Canonic! in Majore EcdesiA Civi- 
tatis ad serviendum Deo sunt constituti, unusquisque 
ordo Canonicovum scilicet et Monachorum, secun- 
dum opportunitatem servitii sibi injunctl, tardant vel 
fesfinant Signa pulsare absque omni recti prohi- 
bitione. Quapropter ratione ipsA commoniti, eos 
Signa sua secundum Ordinem suum pulsare deioceps 
prohibere ne velitis. Hoc quoque petunt ipsi Fratres, et 
ego cum illiset pro illis, utsi quando in aliquoconcur- 
su Populi auxilium postulare volunt ad Ecclesie suie 
constructionom, nuAatentls prohibeantur. — Valbtb. 



• a • 
111 



Referred to from p. 10. 

Monument of ihfi \VeH0rcd>le Helloum. 

In the ml4dle of the Chapter Hous^ of Bee ^bbey, 
lies buried tKefouiider Hellviinj'lfl^rroum oir Hellouin, 
The ancient mob\imenf,which"liad* been erected over 
his grave in the eleventh century, was removed in 
1714, and a new one of white marble, supported by six 
pillars of oriental jasper, was placed in its stead. 
On this monument was engraven the following 
epitaph : — 

Hie jacet 
Primus hujusce Monasterii Conditor et Abbas, 

Venerabiligf Helluinus, 
Primarifie inter Normannos nobilitatis, 
JPatreAnsgoto, Matre Heloide, inpagoBrionenslnatus; 

Inter armorum strepitus summ& cum laude. 
Inter aulse illecebras summ& cum integritate, versatus, 
Abjecto militise secularis paludamento, 
Chf isto deinceps militaturus, 
Ab Herberto LesAvien^ Episcopo habitu monastics 

induitur. 
Et Tit Christum haberet hsereditatem, 
Bonorum suorum Christum institoit haeredem ; 
Quos agros, quondam possederat dives, 
Hos coiuit pauper, coluit et jejunus, 
Ut cibns fieret Pauperum, 
Et laborantis sudor et fames jejunantis. 
Labores diurnos,. nocturnis levabat precibus. 
Ut cum virtutum studiis studia litterarum conjun- 

geret, 
Litteras qnadragenarius discere non erubuit : 
Et Beccensi monasterio Litterarum aperuit Gim- 

nasium. 
In quo Patern» Pietatis alumnos et heeredes^ 
Ecelesiamm Praesules oandidatos, 
Lanfrancum, Anselmum, 
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Plarimosqne alios sui similes discipalos 
Ad omne virtatis olBBciam sais informabat exemplis 

Abbas Virtnti similliinDs, 

Qui plenos operibas bonis 

Mortem obUt VII Kal. Sept. A,D, MLXXIIl,yit» 

LXXXIII. 

Patri de se optimi merito 

sternum hoc Pietatis monumentam PP. 

Monachi Beccenses, Congregationis S. Maari, 

Anno Dni MDCCXIV. 



(c2) Referred to from pp. 11« li» 

designation by the Prior of Cowic, of hii 

Priory y in 1 457. 

Ex 3. Regist. Lady, fo. 380. 

25. die mensis Marcii A. D. 1452 iDcipiente, et 
6ddo traDsIationis 32. apad Clyst, Dnus Epus recepit 
hanc resignacionem sive dimissionem Priorati^s de 
Cowyk, Exon Dice, per Roberium de Rotomago^ 
nuper et immedjat^ Priorem ejusdem, coram ThopiA 
Clyst elerico Wynton Dioc, auctoritate Apostolic^ 
Notario Publico, et in scriptis, sab siguo, nomine et 
subscriptibne dictl >fotarii, redaotam^ cajus tenor 
resignacionis ^u dimissionispredicte htc sequitar et 
est talis. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Per presens publieam in^^ 
sti'umentum cunctis appareat evidenter, qu6d anno 
ab Inearnatione Dni 1451, Indictione quints decim^, 
Pohtificati^s Sacratissfmi in Xto Patris et Dni nri Dni 
Nicholai Divini ProVidenti& Pape Qninti anno 5, 
mensis Novembris die 22, in camer^ Reyeretifli Ma- 
gistri Willelmi Westbury, Prepositi CoUegii Regalis 
Beate Marie de Eton juxta Wyndesorum, infra dic- 
tum Collegium, in mei Notarii Pnblici et Testium in- 
fraseriptorum presenci^ constitutis personaliter, vir 
honestus Bobertus de Rotomago, sen quoeumquealio 
modo nominatus^ nuper nuncnpatus Prior de Cowyk 
in Com Devon Exon Dioc, quasdam renunciationem, 
resignacionem seu dimissionem realiter fecit, et in 
scriptis redactas legit, sub h&c form&. 

*' In Dei nomine, Amen, Coram vobis autbentici 
person^ et testibus htc presentibus. Ego Robertus de 
Rotomago, seu quocumque alio modo nominatus. 
Prior Priorattls de Cowyk;* in Com Devon, Exon 
Dioc notorie situati, excertis causis licitis me in h^c 
parte moventibus, ab onere et occnpatione dicti Prio- 
ratds de Cowyk, penltiis exui et exonerari cupiens et 
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affectans, non vi, metu, dolo sen fraade, nee atiqao 
alio modo iniqno sen medio, inductus ad hoc ; sed ex 
med propria et liber& voluntate, maturd deliberatfoue 
prohabit&y dictum Prioratum de Cowyk cum princi- 
pali manso.ejusdem, maneriis, doniiDicis, terris, tene- 
mentis, redaitmus, p^rtinenens, boscis, molendinis, 
revencionibns» pencionibns, porcionibus, fructabus, 
decimiset emolnmentis quibuscumque, advocationibus 
Ecdesiarum, Rectorlarum, Vicariarom, Capellarum et 
Cantariarnm, instrumentis, cartis et munimentis ad 
dictum Prioratum quocuiiique modo ^pectantibns, et 
aliis qnibnscumqne suis pertineneiis universiSi in 
manus cujuscumque hujusmodi resignacionem admit- 
tendi potestatem habentis sive habituti, libera sponte, 
pnrd, simpliciter et absolute resignp, omnique jure, 
statu, titulo et interesse meis posthabitis in eisdem 
Prioratu, Manso Prineipali et ceteris premissis, re- 
nuncio et ab eisdem recedo totaliter." 

In biis scriptis acta sunt hec omnia et singula prout 
superi^s scribuntur et recitantur sub anno Dni, In- 
dictione, Pontificatu, Mense, Die et Loco predictis, 
presentibus tunc ibidem discretis et honestis viris 
Dno Johe Ffrenshe, presbytero, Johe Gipthorpe et 
TbomA Hylle, literatis Exon et Lincoln Dioc. Et 
ego Thomas Ciyff, clericus, Wynton Dioc, auctoj^i- 
tate Apl4, Notarius Publicus, premissis^ renunciationi, 
resignacioni et dimissioni Dni, sic nt prefertur, in 
subscripto, sub Anno Dni, Indictione, Pontificatu, 
IMIense, Die et Loco predictis, agelbantur et fiebant 
unk cum prenominatis testibus, presens preterea in- 
terfui, eaque sic fieri vidi et audivi, per alium scribi 
-feci, meque hlc subscripsi Publicum et In h4c public^ 
form& redegi, meisque nomine et signo solitis et con- 
euetis signavi rogatus et requisitus in fidem et testi* 
monium omnium premissorum. 

Post cujus quidem renunciationis, resignacionis 
sive dimissionis receptionem, idem Dominus (Ed- 
mundus Lacy) fuit ex parte Excellentissimi in Xto 
Principis et Dni Dni Henrici Dei gr& Regis Anglie, 
Francie illnstris et Dni Hybernie, ad instantiam mul- 
tiplicit^r rogatus et requisitus, quatentis eandem resig- 
nacionem admittere dignaretur : idem Dnus ver6 
dictis supplicationibus et requisicionibus ac mandatis.' 
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dicti Dni Regis in premissis indinare, et ut tenetur 
obedire voIens> prefatam resignaclonem auctoritate 
SU& DiocesanA in form& juris pro tribunal! sedens 
admisit et ipsum Priorem resignantem k curA et re- 
gimine ipsiAs Prrorat^s penitils exoneravit, tunc ibi- 
dem presentibus Venerabili Yiro Magistro Rogero 
^ Keys, Archidiaeono ArchidiaconatAs Barum in Ec- 
' clesift Cathedral! Exon et CauonicOy ac discretis viris 
Willo Obiedon et Willo Water alias Bctrdeaux, lite- 
ratis Exon, necnon Conventr et Lich ac Wynton 
Dioc, testibus ad premissa vocatis specialiter et ro* 
gatisy ac me Willo Elyot, clerico dioti Exon Dice, 
auctoritate Apl&, Notario publico, Actorum hujus- 
modi dicti Dni Exon Epi, Scrib& &c. 
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(e) Referred to from p. 17. 

Answer of the Convent of Polslo to Queen 
Philippa, from !• Regist. Grandisson, 
/o. 66. 

A lour treshoDorableet tres paissaunte et redoatee 
Dattie, ma dame, dame Phelipe par la grace de Diuf^ 
Royne Dengletre &o. ses poveres et hombles aunceles- 
nounaynesdePolslow quant quelas pooutde reveren- 
ces et honours emprauntes votre douce pitee que mer- 
cey eyt de notre graund povertee. Notre tresnoble 
dame nos avoms recu vos lettres par les qeles uo» 
entendoms que votre voluntee sereit que nos re- 
euixssoms Johanete de Tonrbeuyle entre nos come 
Soer de la meson a prenre le certem d'une nonnayn 
en seculer habite : de qiel chose, tresdeboneire Dame 
par 1a mour de Diea et sa Mere prengez pitee de nos 
si vos plest : gar certeynement unqes nule Royne tiet 
chose ne demaunda de notre petite meson avant, hors 
Convent que par avanturefaire le soleyent des autres 
mesons qui furent foundees par les Rois et tient en 
chief deaux. Mes ceo ne fesons nos mie dount il no» 
poise : et sil plesoit a votre deboneire hauteste de 
savoir de notre simple estat, nos sumes si poveres, 
Diu le siet, et tot le pois que quant que nos avons, 
ne suiSit mie a petite sustenaunce de nos qui devour 
faire de jour et de nuit le Service Dieu. — Si par eyde 
des amys noun ne ny pnissoms estre chargees de 
Seculiers sauns abregier le noumbre de nos Reli- 
giouses en enieunsement de servise Dieu et par in- 

de perpetuel de notre powere Mesoun, Et no& 

esperons fermement en Dieu et en votre graund 
bounte que ia a mal ne prenrez, si tiel chose ne se 
face en peril de nos almes ; gar de entreir et accom- 
mencier tiel novele charge en si petit liu ^ul dureyt 
et seroit trop graunt peril de Votre alme, ma Dame 
vers Dieu. Deynt Diu vos defend par sa grace 
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Notre tresbenelte Dame, Dieu vos doynt bone vre ei 
longe et plesaiinte ,de ly et aide et alegement de no9 
et autres poveres servantes de Dieu en ferre et mont 
aureyoms graund joie faire vos comaundemens si 
Djea nos otreast le poer* 



Htshop Grandisson^s letter to the Queen, on 

the same subject. . * 

See 1. Reglst. fo. 69. 

Cher Sire, Nos avons recu et entendu vos lettifes 
pour Johanete de Tourbeuyle votre Cosine & Dfu 
siet, que la volunte ne nous faut mye a faire vos 
requestes. Mes pureeo. Sire, que les povers Dames 
de Polslogh netienent rien si de espiritantee noun, et 
nos lonrsumes en lui de Patron, mont nos tournereit 
a grannde reproeste, si en notre noveaute assen-, 
tissoins a charcheir si povere Meson de sustenaunee 
cfe nule femme qui seit, especianment en seeuler 
habite et plus faet a chargeir. Si tiel chose fiust, ore 
de novel acomence, si seriet toz jours mes chalaunge 
en perpetuel servage de celes qui uneore sunt 
frannches quant a ceo, qui sereit a outrage grand 
peril a tous ceaux qi le feissont ou procurassent. Et 
pourceo, cher Sire, si vos plest, nos eiez excuse de 
ceste chose et ostez vos meymes de cele pensce et 
pour lamour de vos a qui nos sumes mont avaunt 
tennz. Et pour mounstrer que nos ne nos feyngoms^ 
mye, ordinez, sil vos plest, par aillours de son estat 
et nosymettrons mont voluntiers purement de notre 
bien resonablement ; gar ceo poums nos sauvement 
faire votre volunte. Chere Sire, nos voillez nriaundeir 
favorablement ; gar prest serons nos touz jours de- 
faire a notre poer. 



(/) Referred to from p. 18. 

The Grant of Polslo to Sir George Carewe 

and Mary hts wife.* 

HENRTCUS Octavus Dei GratiA Anglie et Francie 
Rex, Fidei Defensor, Dnus Hibernie et in terris 
supremum caput Anglicane Ecclesie, oibs ad quos 
presentes litere pvenerint Salutem, Sciatis qu6d nos 
in consideratione boni, veri et fidelis servitii qd 
dilectus servus noster Georgius Carewe, Miles, ante 
bee tempora nobis fecit, ac pra certis aliis causis nos 
ad presens specialiter moventibus, de gratiA nostr& 
speciali ac ex certA scientiA et mero motu nostris, 
dedimus, concessimus ae per presentes damns et 
concedimus eidem Georgio Carewe et Marie uxori 
ejus, tolam Domum et Scitum nuper Monasterii sive 
PrioratAsde Polsloo in Com. nostro Devon, aucto- 
ritate Parliamenti suppressi et dissoluti, Ac omnia 
messuagia, domos, edificia, horrea, columbaria, 
stagna, vivaria, ortos, pomaria, gardina, terram et 
solum nostra tam infrA quAm extrcl ac juxta et prope 
scitum, septum, ambitum, circuitum et precinctum 
dicti nuper Monasterii sive Priorattls de rolsloo ex- 
istentia, Ac totum Manerium nostrum de Polsloo cum 
suis juribus, membris et pertinentiis in dicto Com. 
nostro Devon, dicto nuper Monasterio sive Prioratui 
dudum pertinentibus sive spectantibus, ac parcella 
. possessionum inde existentes, Ac oia maneria, grangia, 
molendina, messuagia, terras, tenementa, prata, 
pascua, pasturas, redditus, reversiones, servicia, 
annuitates,^ sursumredditiones quibuscumque dimis- 
sionibus et concession ibus reservatas, aquas, piscaria, 
liberas warennas, feoda militum, feodi firmas, es- 
chaeta, relevia, heriota ac alia proficua, jura, com- 

* £ CoUectt. MSS. JoanDis Jones^ de Frank lyn. Arm. 
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moditates, possesslones et hereditamenta nostra que^ 
cumqfie cum pertinentiis, situaia jacentia vel exis- 
tentia in Parochi^ de Hevytre in dicto Com. nostro 
Devon, dicto nuper Monasterio sive Prioratui perti- 
nentia sive speetantia ac parcellas possessionum 
ejVisdem nuper Monasterii sive PrioratJils existentes^ 
ade6 plene et integr^, ac in tarn amplis modo et 
formA, proiTt ultima Priorissa et nuper Conventus 
dicti nuper JVIonasterii sive Priorat^s, aut aliqua 
vel alique Predecessorum suorum in jure nuper 
Monasterii sive PrioratAs lUius, aliquo tempore ante 
dissolucionem ejusdem nuper Monasterii sive Priora- 
tds predict!, maneria, me&suagia, terras, tenementa et 
cetera premissa soperids specificata, vel «liquam inde 
parcellam, iiabuerunt, tenuernnt vei gavisi fuerunt, 
habuit, tenuit vel gavisus fuit, seu habere tenere vel 
gaudere debuerunt vel • debuit, et ade6 plene et in- 
fegrd, ac in tam amplis modo et form& prout ea oia 
et srngola ad manus nostras, ratione vel pretextu 
Dissolucionis dicti nuper Monasterii sive Priorattlls 
illius, aut ratione vel pretextu alicujus Act(is Parlia- 
ment! vel alio quocumque modo devenerunt seu 
devenire debuerunt, ac in manibus nostris jam exis- 
tunt seu existere debent vel deberent. Exceptis tamen 
semper et nobis et heredibns et successoribus nostris 
reservatis grossis arbbribos et subboscis ac advoca- 
tionibus Ecclesiarum, ac oibs talibus et hujusmodi 
edificiis infra scitum dicti nuper Monasterii, que nos 
ibidem prosterni mandavimus. Habendum, tenendum 
et gaudendum dictum Scitum dicti nuper Monasterii 
sive Priorat^Sy ac predictum Maneriom, terram, te- 
nementum et cetera oia et singula. premissa superiils 
expressa et specificata cum suis p<^tinentiis univer- 
sis, exceptis priils exceptis, prefatoGeorgioCarewe^ 
uxori ejus ac eorum assignatis ad terminum vite 
ilorom Georgii et Marie ac eorum utriusque diucius 
viventis; Reddendo inde annuatim £XXIX. Ills. Id. 
ad festa Annunciationis Beate Marie Virginis et Sci 
Michaelis^Arcfaangeli per equates porciones annuatim 
solvendas. Et ulterii'is volumus et per presentes con- 
cedimus, qu5d nos, heredes et successores nostri de 
tempore in tempus acquietabimus, exonerabimus, 
et annuatim defendemus.dictos Georgium Carewe et 
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Mafiam ac eoram Assignatos, versus quascumqaer 
alias personas, de omDibus et omnimodis feodis, an- 
nuitatibns, serviciis quiboscainque de predictis ma- 
Deriis, terns, tenementis ef ceteris premissis exeun- 
tibus seu solveodisy vel scrperindd oneratis, preterm 
quam de redditu superiils per presentes reservato, et 
preterquam versus Geoigium Mauerying; Ballivum 
Monasterii predict!, pro feodo siye anuuali' ^eddita 
LIIIs. IVd. pro execQtioBe ofiBcii BallivM^^s pi^edidti. 
Proviso semp^er qu6d predict! Georgius et Mai^ia 
omnes doihds et edificia premissorum de tempore in 
tempus reparabont et sustentabuqt et manufenebunt 
durante termitio predicto, ad qnas quidem repara- 
Clones volufnus ac per presentes concedimus quod 
idem GeofgiCis et Marie de tempore in tempus babe- 
bunt et percipient sufficientem mar^miem super pre- 
missis per Supefvisorem supremam aut alium OfScia- 
riornm nostrorum pro tempore existentium, a^ignan- 
dam at deliberandam. Yolumus eciam, per presentes 
concedimus quod ben6 licebit prefatis Georgio 
Carewe et Marie ac eorum Assignatis habere et per- 
cipere de et super premissis, per supervisienem et 
assignationem Supervisoris et aliorum Offieiariorum 
nostrorum Premissorum pro tempore existentiam, 
competentem et sufficientem hedgebote« firebote, 
ploughbote et cartebote* super premissis et non alibi, 
annuatim exercendum et occupandum durante ter-' 
mino predicto. Et ulteriils de uberiori gratid nostra 
damus et concedimus per presentes prefatis Georgio 
Carewe et Marie omnimod exkus, redditus, reven- 
crones et proficua predict! Manerii, terre, tenement! 
et ceterorum omnium et singulorum premissorum su- 
periCisexpressorum et specificatorum cum pertinen- 
tiis, ^ festoSeJ Michaelis Archangel! ultimo preterito 
quousqu^ preven-ientibns sive crescentibus. Haben- 
dum eisdem Georgio et Marie et eorum assignatis ex; 
dono nostro, absque compote seu aliquo alio proinde 
nobis, heredibus velsucce^soribus nostrisquoquo mo- 
do reddendo^ solvendo vel faciendo, e6 qu6d expressa 
mentio de vero valore annuo aut de certitudine pre- 
missorum, sive eorum alicujus, aut de alils donis siVe 
concessionibus per nos prefatis Georgio Carewe et 
Marie uxori ejus ante bee tempera fectis in present 
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tibus minimi factis existit, aliqno Statuto, aut ordi- 
natione seu provisione aat aliqu^ ali^ re, caus& vel 
materia qu^camque in aliquo non obstante. In cujus 
rei testimouiam has literas nostras fieri fecimus 
Patentes. Teste Ricardo* Ryche, Milite, apud West- 
monasterium I. die Februarii, Anno regni nri XXXII. 



* This geDtleman was Speaker of the House of CommoDs and Chancellor 
Qf the Augmentation Court i^See Lord's Journals. 
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(gr) Referred to from p. 28. 

Form of the Oath taken by the Precentor 
and Vicars of Crediton : — and Inventory 
oj the church ornaments there. 

Ego N. Precentor Ecclie Collegiate Sancte Cracis 

Crediton, debitas, antiqnas et approbatas consuetu- 

dines ac statuta illias Ecclesie, quantillm ad me atti- 

nety fideliter observabo, et ero fidelis confratribus 

Canonicis meis universis et singulis, preteritis, pre- 

sentibus et futuris : seereta Capituli ad dampnum ip- 

sius vel alicujus de Capitalo non revelabo. Sic me 

Deus adjuvet et bee sancta, &c. Regist. Redman, fo. 4. 

A Canon's oath was the s€une, mutatis mutandis. 

Form of the Vicar's oath. — Regist. Veysey, fo 20. 

Ego N» jnro qu6d ero obediens Precentori et Ca* 

pitulo Ecclesie Collegiate de Crediton, et eidem 

Ecclesie fidelis. Et qu5d ordinationes et statuta 

Ecclesie predicte, quatenils me concernunt, pro 

posse observabo. Et qui5d secretum Ecclesie in 

dampnum ejusdem non revelabo. £t qu6d non dis- 

cedam k CoUegio predicto ad commorandum alibi, 

priusquam Precentorem et Capitulum de meo discessu 

per spatium sex mensium premonebo. Sic me Deus 

adjuvet, <Src. 

The following memorandum is copied from Regist. 
Veysey, fo. 30-31. 

Here after folowe the how many cots with jueltes, 
upon them to, perteynnyng to the Holy Roode, 
Yowyed by Sir Richard Eryngton, Channter ; Sir 
Walter Muggs, Thresaurer ; Robert Froste, Chanon ; 
and Mr. John Holwell, Parson of Tettburne ; and 
Sir William Renawdon, Vicar Chorall, the 3d daye of 
Male, A.D. 1624. 

Imprimis a cote of blewe vellvett with Damaske 
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flowrs with 3 gylte crosse, 2 brode arowys, 4 sirw;* 
bokkyll, and 93 ryngs all gylt— 146 grotts, one of 
them slen gylte over— an ymage of silver in a plate — 
a plate lyk a trewelove. 

Item a cote of sylver with the lilly pott in the 
mydds ; and in ony side a byrde with a gyrdle — the 
cross blewe with 25 great gylte barrs,. 42 small barrs, 
gylte with the bokyll and pendent of the same. 

Item a gyrdle, the crosse goolde with bokyll and 
pendent of the same all gilte. 

Item a gyrdle, the crosse blakke with 12 great 
barrs and 32 small barrs clene sylver with bokyll and 
pendent. 

Item a payre of Beedsall sylver, with 63 j^ve Marys 
and 6 Pater Nosters. 

Item a brooche of Goolde and on of silver~a sil- 
ver bokyll without a tong. 

Item a gyrdill the crosse redde with 40 barrs of 
sterrs and gilte, 4 lackyng they^ hedds with bokyll 
and pendent. 

Item a shypp of sylver. — Item a harte of silver, 

Item a cote of crymsen velvet algyd about with 
letters powderde with a blewe gyrdill of 41 barrs all 
gilte with bokyll and pendent to the same. 

Item a.gyrdell, the crosse goolde with bokyll and 
pendent all gilte. 

Item a paier of corell bedds with 20 silver stones. 

Item a paier. of sylver bedds, 55 stones. — Item 3 
grotts. 

Item a paier of corell bedds with 8 crosses of 
goolde and a lytle stone of gold a,nd 3 stons of sylver 
and gylte. 

Item a gyrdell, the crosse redde with 24 barrs all 
gilt, the bokkyll and the pendent. 

Item 4 Crucifixis of sylver and gilte. 

Item a staffe and seryppe of Seynt James. 

Item an owche of goolde — a goolde ryng — a flowre 
of silver and gylte like a crosse. 

Item 3 Agnus Dei^the on with a crucifix ys in him 
— a thyrd pece of silver with a crosse. , 

Item a cote of silver, the grownde blewe. 

Item a grene ^yrdell with 3d bars all gilte with a 
long bokyll and a pendent. 
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Item a redde gyrdeli, with 24 barrs all gilte bokyll 
and pendent. 

Item a grene gyrdell of 41 barrs all gilte with crook 
and pendent havyn a long cbayn. 

Item a pair of corall beeds with a eleven stones 
gilte. 

Item a green gyrdell with 21 bars and gilte, three 
of them laekyng th^yr' hedds with bokyll <& pendent. 



Jocalia ponderata more Aurifabrorum 20 die Mail 
A. D. 1524, presentibus Dominis Ricardo Eryngtoo, 
Precentore ; Waltero Mugge, Thesaurario ; Roberto 
Ffroste, Canonico ; et Georgio Mason, Decano ; et 
Johanne Holwell, Rectore de Tettburn ; seqneotia. 

Oz. dwt 

Imprimis a cross of silver gilt, and amelid 
with oaken leaves, ponderyng 56 

Item 2 bason parcell gilt with roses in the 
mydds ...- 39i 

Item 2 candelstykks of silver, parcel gilte 
with Lyons hedds ^ 96 

Item a foote of a crosse hole gilte with 
imagery, viz. oT Angells in the same lOSi 

Item a Censer et percell gilte of silver ... 28 

Item another Censer of silver Liberds 
hedds 82i 

Item a shyppe of silver parcell gilte cum 
sculptar£b in coopertorio 16} 

Item another shyppe of silver parcell gilte 
with a Lyberd's hedd 16} U 

Item an other Pyxe of silver, hole gilte 
with crucifix in the topp ^•... 17 

Item a M onstrate, silver, hole gilte with 
a berall in the mydds and a crucifix in the 
topp ; 37} 

Item a double standyng Crosse, with a 
crucifix in the mydds for reliq^es of silver 
andholegilte 10 

Item 2 Gospelers with plates silver, and 
gilte with Mary and John oh the on of 
themme ^ ...«••«•... ..t.^ * 
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OZ. DWf . 

Item 6 chales : on ys all goolde with the 

Patent of goolde ponderyng 15 10 

N. B. This chales valewyd at £22. 

Item a chales of silver hole gilte and a pa- 
tent to the same 28 

. Item an other chales of stiver parcel! gilte 
and his patent 13 10 

Item an other chedes of sliver, parcel gilte 
and his patent Ill 

Item an other chales of silver and patent 
parcel gilte • 16 

Item an other chales and patent of silver 
and parcell gilte • 17 

Item 2 candelstykks of silver and parcell 
gilte ^ 67 

Item, a rodde of iron platyd over with 
sylver * 

Item a rown^ Pixe of silver for the sacra- 
ment hole gelde 4 ISf 



* The Yalue of this Article is not stated Id the Register. 
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(A) Referred to from p^. 43.\ 

King John's Charter de Libertatihus Cmni-^- 

tatm Devoni^B^ 

Ex Regist. Stapeldon, fo. 152. 

Memorandum, qu5d Carta Originalis Regis Anglie 
de Libertatibus Comitattil^ Devonie manet in custodi^ 
Abbatis et Convientfis Tavestoeh sub hAc formd 

" HENRICUS Dei gratiA Rex Anglie, Dominus Hr= 
bemie, Dux Normannfe, Aquitanie et Comes Ande- 
gavie,' Arcbfepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Priorr- 
bus, Comitibus, Baronibus; J^sticiariis, Forestariis, 
Vicecomitibus, Prepositfe, Mfnistrrs etomnibds BaN 
li\ris et Fidelibus suis, Salutem : INSPEXlMUS.car- 
tam quam Dominus Johannes Rex, Pater noster, 
fecit omnibus hbminibus de ioik Devon in h&c forma 

JOHANNES, Dei gratia, Rex Anglie, Dominus 
Hibemie, Dux^Normannie et Aquitanie, Comes Ande- 
gavie, Archfepiseopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, -Priori- 
bus, Cemitibus, Baronibus, Jnsticiariis, Forestariis,'. 
VieecomitibuS; Preposilis, Ministiis et omaibus Bal- 
Jivis et fidelibus suis, Salutem. Sciatis nos defores- 
tasse totam Devoniam cum omnibus que ad Fdrestani 
et ad Forestarios pertinent usque.ad metas antiquorom 
regardorum de Dertemor^ et Exemor^, -que regarda 
fuerunt tempore Regis Menricfprimi : ita qu6d tota 
Devonia et homines in e^ manentes et heredes eorum 
sint deafforestati omnind et quieti et soluti de nobis- 
et heredibus nostris imperpetuum de opinibuiS que ad 
Forestam etad Forestarios pertinent, Exceptis-duabu^ - 
Moris prenomtnatis, scilicet, Dertemora et Exemora, 
per predictas metas. Volumus e'elam et eoncedimns 
qudd predicti homines d« DevoniSk et heredes eorum 
habeant eonsuetudines infra Regarda Morarumilla- 
rora, sicut habere consueverant tempore predicti Regis- 
Henriel, facieudoinde eonsuetudines, quas inde faeere 
tunc consueverant et debuerant, Etqu6dliceat eis 
qui Tolo^rint extra predictas metas essartare, parcos 
faeere, omnimodam venationem capere, canes, arcus 
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ei sagitfas et alia omnimoM arma habere et saltatoria 
facere, nisi in Divisis predietarum Morarum, abinoD 
poterunt saltatoria vel haias facere. Et si canes 
eorum excurrerint in Forestam nostraniy rolumus 
qu6d ipsi inde deducantur sicut et alii Barones et 
Milites inde dedueuntur, qui sunt deafforestati et qu6d 
marehiant alibi foreste nostre. Et volumus quod 
unus turnus Vicecomitis tantdm fiat per annum in Co- 
mitatu Devonie, et ille turnus fiat posffestnm Saneti 
Michaelis ad inquirendum Piaeita Corone et alia que 
ad Coronam pertinent cum oeeasionibus aliarnm fa- 
ciendis, et qu6d plures turnos non faciat, nisi pro 
placitis Corone cCim eveniunt attachiandis cum Coro; 
natoribus et pro pace assec u ran d&: ita qu5d in itinere 
suo nichil capiat ad opus suum. De personabus 
vero que capte fuerini in Comitatu Deronie, de quibus 
Vicecomes habeat potestatem eos replegiandi et quo- 
rum plegiaglum Comitatus Dev'onie voluerit super se 
capere : volumus et concedimus qudd per consilium 
eorum replegientur ; ita qu6d per odium vei occa- 
sionem Vicecomitis uiterius in PrrsonA non detinean- 
tur. Et si Vicecomes injuste gravaverit predtctos 
homines Devonie et inde convictus fuerit, jacet in 
misericordiam nostram et nos de eo misericordiam 
capiemus et alium Vicecomitem eis substituemus, qui 
eis bene et legaliter tractabit 

Teste, Domino Hereberto, Sarum Episcopo 
Galfrido filio Petri, Comite Essex 
Baldewino, Comite Albemarlie 
Willelmo, Comite de Fferariis 
Henrico, Comite Hereford 
Willejmo de Braos 
Hugone de Nevili 
Willelmo Briwerr 
Simone de Pateshull. 
Datum per manum Domini S. Cicestr. electi, apud 
WyntonXVIH. die Maii, Anno Regni nostri V. 

NOS autem concessiones predictas -ratas habentes 
et gratas, eas pro nobis et heredlbus nostris conce- 
dimus et confirmavimus, sicut Carta predicti Domini 
Johannis Regis Patris nostri pleniCis et liberies tes- 
iatuF : hiis. Testibus, 



Venerabill Patre Waltero Ebor. Archiepiseopo; 
Anglie Primate 

Petro de Sabadd 

Mag^stro Willo de Rilkenny, Arohdiae CovetP/ 

Bertramo de Croll 

Ricardo de Grei 

Johanne tie Gre 

Roberto de Bustegs 

Gileberto de Segue - 

Roberto Walerand 

Bartbol. Peecfa 

Roberto de Nereis 

Willo de Cbeemy 

Johe deGerres et aliis.— Datom per manam nos- 
tramapud Wyttdeleshoure XXV ApriliSy anno Regni 
nostri XXXVIL" 

Et nos,. WALTERUS^ permissione Divisk Exon 
Episeopus, existentes London, et videntes dictam 
originidem Cartaminnicinibascujusdam Thome Neu- 
legyn, clerlei diet! Abbatis, . (cum ips^ Originali per 
fratrem Robertnm Champeaux tunc Abbatem Tavis- 
tocb^9 London, ut dicebat, roissi) Transcriptom sen 
Copiam ipsiua nt superscribitufy nobis fieri fecimus 
VIIL die Oetobris, Anno Domini MCCCXX et regni 
Regis Edwardi, filii Regis Edwardi, XIV. et in hoe 
nostro Registro rescribi ad pleuiorem memoriaia 
faturorum. 
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Referable to p. 41. 

Vatta AbbatinB Tavistoch^ temp. Hen. IL 

E Libro Nigro Scaecadi, a Hearne, voL l.p. 117- 
edit. Lond.. 1771. 

Venerabili Domino suo Henrioo, Anglorum Reg* 
nobilissimo, WALTERUS, Dei gratia, Tavistoch- 
lensis Eccleaiae Minister humilis, fideles orationes 
m Chrigto 

Noverit Ceisitudo vestra de tenaii Militum nostro- 
Tum, quantum inde sollicltqs inquirendo scire potuit 
parvitas nostra, qnod eo anno et die, quo inclytu« 
Rex H. avus vester, vixit et viam universae earnis in- 
^ressos est, tenuerunt de pauperculAdomo nostrA; 

Ricardns de Alneto feodum. IIII. Militum 

Rogerius Cornutus feodum. II. Militum. 

Radulfus de OskereviU feodum. II. MUitam. 

Wilielmus de tribus Minetis feodum. IIL Militum. 

Reginaldusde LIddeton feodum* II. Militum. 

Galfridus de Lege feodum. I. Mllitiset dim. 

Wilielmus Gurdet feodum dimidii MUitls. 

Hugo de WichA feodum. I. Militis. 

Rol)ertus Dacus feodum dimidii Militis. 

Wilielmus de Crievebere feodum dimidii Militis. 

Postea veto, in tempore gwerrae,<ie Dominiois terris 
£eclesise nostras, qnas ei bon» memoriae Henrious 
Rex, Avus vester, restitait per justiciam suam «tper 
Cartas, qvias habemus^ et qoas audivit allquando ex- 
t^ellentia vestra, 

Ricardus de Colevill feod. I. Milit 

Galfridus de Lega et Wilielmus filius ejus feodum 
'dim. milit. ab Eeclesisl extorserunt. 

Dilatet Dominus regnum vestrum, et loiig^o tem^ 
por^ conservet. 
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(f) Referred to from p. 45. 

Patent of King Henry VJIL creating the 
Abbot oj^ Tavistock a Lord of Varliament. 

Rot. Pat. 5. Hen. VIII. part. 2. M. 22. 

HENRICUS, 4&C. Seiatis qu6d, certis coDsidera- 
tlonibus nos special iter moventibus, et ob specialem 
devotionem, quam ad Beatam VirgiDem Mariam 
matrem Christi, Sanctumque Rumonem, in quorum 
honore Abbatia de Tavistoke, quae de fundatione 
Nobilium Progenitorum nostrorum, quondam Re- 
gum Angliae, et nostro Patronatu dedicata existit, 
gerimus et habemus ; hinc est quod de gratii nostra 
speeiali, ac ex eertk scienti4 et mero motu nostris, 
volumus eandem Abbatiam sive Monasterium nos- 
trum gandere honore, priviiegio, et libertatibus Spi- 
ritualium Dominorum Parliamenti nostrl, Haeredum 
et Successorum nostrerum ; ideo cohcessimus, et per 
praesentes concedimus pro Nobis, Ha?redibus et Sac- 
cessoribus nostris, quantum in nobis est, dilecto 
nobis in Christo, Richardo Battham^ Abbati de Tavi- 
stoke prsdieto et suceessoribus suis, ut eorum quiii- 
bet qui pro tempore ibidem fuerit Abbas, siteterit 
unus de Spiritualibus et Religiosis Dominis Parlia- 
ment! nostri, Haerednmet Successorum nostrerum, 
gaudendo honore, priviiegio ac libertatibus ejusdem ; 
Etinsuper, de uberiori gratis nostra, affectando uti- 
litatem dicti nostri Monasterii, considerando ejus 
distantiam, ita qu6d si contingat aliquem Abbatem 
qui pro tempore fuerit, fore vel esse absentem propter 
praedicti Monasterii utilitatem in non venieu^o ad 
ParliaDdentum praedictum Haeredum vfsl Suc(3essorum 
nostporum, quam quidem* absentiam eidem Abbati 
pardop^mus per praesentes; ita tamen quod tunc 
solvet pro bujusmodi absenti& cujuslibet Parliamenti 
integri, in nostro Scaccario, suum per Attornatum, 
v. Marcas Nobis Haeredibus sive Suceessoribus nos- 
tris toties quoties hoc in futurum eontigerit. In 
cujus, &c. — Teste, <fec. XXIII, die Januarii, &c. 
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(4) Referred to from p. 46. 

'Bull of .Pope Leo X. to Richard Banham^ 

Abbot of Tavistock. 

Ex.2. Reglsf. Veysey, pp. 45, & seq. 

LEO, EpiseopuS) Servas Servorum Dei, ad ,per- 
petuam rei memoriam. Decet Romanum Pontificena 
in Apostolice ENgmtatis speculd constitijitum, Fi- 
delium persouarum quarumlibet presertim Religiosa- 
rum votis (ex quibus, Moiiasteriorum et alioriim 
:locoruna piorum otuDluai prospero statui^ ips^rumque 
personarum fnibi sub suavi Religionis ]Ugo ^Uissimo 
Tamulaneium, paci et tranquilUtati ijonsulit) liben- 
tev annuere et ea que propter^ per Predecessores 
suos Romanos Pontifices provide prdinatione facta 
fuerint, approbare et mnovare, ute5 firmius illibata 
persistant, quo frequentiori.suo fuerijil presidio pro 
tempore stabilita,^liaque uberius adjicere prout per- 
sonarum prefatarum exposcit d^evoti9, et id in Do- 
mino conspieit salubriter expedire. Dudum siouidera 
k felicis jreeordationis-CELESTINO PapaT-'ertio 
Predeeessore nostro^ emanarunt litere tenoris subse- 
quentis « CELESTINUS Episeopus, c&c/'* 

CCim aatem sieut exhibita nobis nuper pro parte 
'^ilectorum filiorum RICARDI moderni Abbatis et 
^ConventAs Moqasterii Beate Marie Virginis et Sanoti 
Rumooi de Tavistoefai^, Ordinis pr^icti, Exon. Dioc, 
in Com. D^v:oi;i,.petitio continebat, ipsi,.qui in signum 
jpereepte Libertatis dieios ires Aureos Camere Apos- 
lohce annis persolvere singulis eonsueverunt, Literas 
prefatas, ne ^uocessu lemporis impugnationi sub- 
jaceant, ipsi ab indebitis molestationibuset perturba- 
tionibus sublevati, eontinuA pace et tranquillitate frui 
ac sub Regul^ris Discipline observantly, quietius & 
liberms Domino in ejus beneplacito famulatum exhi- 
Deri possmt, ^pprpbarl et.innovari ac prefatum 



«J1T**** ''"H wjf addressed to the Abbot Herbert,- 80. May 11P3. As rt 
"yVRcS^^^^^^^ Monwticon, I hftwnotx)opied itfrQmBp.Vey^, 
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Monafiterium cum Prioratu d« COWYJC, Ordinis et 
Diocesis predictoram ac alils ilHus Beneficns etmeni- 
brisy Ricardamque Abbatem, Conventum et Personas 
dicti Monasterii nunc et pro tempore existentes cum 
eorum rebus et bonis mobilibus ab omni jurisdlctlone, 
dominjo, potestate, correctione, visttatione et superi- 
oritate quorumcumque Arcbiepiscoporum, Episco- 
porum et aliorum Ordiuariorum, Judieum eorumque 
Officialiiim et Vicariorum nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentiHm^ita tameu quod RICARDUS, etpro tempore 
existens Abbas et CoDventus dicti Monasteril, in 
fiignum percepte k Roman& Ecelesi^ libertatis et 
exemptionis, dimidiam nnciam auri, viz. XX. solidos 
legalis monete Anglie, dictis tribus aureis inclusis 
sen computatis dicte Camere Apostolice in festo 
Beatorum Apostolorum Petri et Pauli annis singulis, 
persolvere omnino teneantur, penitus et omnino de 
novo eximi et totaliter liberari ac sub dicti beati Petri 
et Apostolice Sedis protectione suscipi, lUosqiie et 
ilia nobis et Saccessoribus nostris ac Sedi predictis 
dumtaxat immediate subjici cupiunt QUARE pro parte 
AbbatiB et ConventAs predictorum nobis fuit humi- 
liter supplicatum, quatenus literas predictas appro- 
ban^ %t innovare, ac prefatum Monasterium cum 
Prioratu predicto ac aliis illius beneficii<< et membris 
Ricardumque Abbatem. Conventum et Personas dicti 
Monasteril nunc et pro tempore existentes, cum 
eorum rebus et bonis omnibus mobilibus etimmobilibns, 
ab omni jurisdictione, dominio, potestate, correctione, 
visitatione et saperioritate quorumcumque Archlepis- 
ooporumetaliorum'Ordinariorum, Judieum eorumque 
Officiallum et Vicariorum nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentium : ita tamen qu6d Richardus et pro tempore 
ei^istens Abbas et Conventus dicti Monasterii in 
sigQum percepte 4 Romani Ecelesia libertatis et ex- 
emptioniSy dimidiam unciam auri legalis XX. solidos 
legalis monete Anglie, dictis tribus aureis inclusis 
seu computatis, dicte Camere Apostolice in festo 
Beatornni Petri et Pauli Apostolorum predictorum 
annis singulis persolvere omnino teneantur, penitus 
et omnino de novo exiinere et totaliter liberare, ao 
sub Beati Petri et Sedis hujusmodi protectione sn3- 
cipere, iilosque et iiias nostre et Successorum nosi- 



trorum ac Sedis predictorum Protection! dumtaxat, 
immediate subjieere^ aliasque in promissis oportund 
provider.e et benignitate Apostolieadignaremur N08 
jgitur, qui Monasteriorum et locorum predictoruin 
felicem statum, assiduamque Religio^arum persoii- 
arum hujusmodi Divinis laudibus dedieafarum in 
tranquillitate Alti«simo famulatum, semotis omnibus 
obstaculis, observari et auger!, intensls desidefiia 
^£fectamus, Ricardum Abbatem et Con ven tarn pre- 
fatos ipl^iusque Conventtlks singulares personas, k 
qutbu8vis excommunicationis, susften^ionis et inter- 
dict!, aliisque Cccle^iasticis sententiii^, censnris et 
penis a jure vel ab homine qu&vis occasione vel causi 
iatis, m qutbus quomodolibet innodati existunt, ad 
^effectom presentium dumtaxat consequendum barum 
«erie absolrentes et absolntos fore censentes, hujus- 
modi suppUcationibus inclinati, ex certa^ nostra 
43cientiA, literas predictas ac omnia et singula in eis 
contenta, Auctoritate Apostolie& tenore preseneium 
approbamus et innoramns ac per peine firmitatts 
robur obtinere et inviolabiliter observari debere vo- 
Inmus. Et nihilominus pro cantel4 prefatum Monas- 
terium cum Priorato et aliis beneficiis et mombris 
liujusmodi ac Ricardum Abbatem, Conventum et 
persodas dicti Monasterii nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentes, cam eorum rebus et bonis omnibus mobilibus 
«t immobilibus ab omni jurisdictione, dominio, potes- 
tate, correctione, visitatione etsuperioritatequorum- 
cumque Archiepiscoporumet aliorum Ordinariorum, 
Jadicum, eoromque Officialium et Vicariorum nunc 
et pro tempore existetitium predictorum, sic tamen 
-qo&d Ricardus et pro tempore existens Abbas et 
Conventus prefati Monasterii in signum recepte a 
Remand Ecoiesi& libertatis etexemptionis hujusmodi, 
dimidiam nnciam a«ri, viz. XX. solidosIegHlis Moneie 
Anglie, dictis tribas aureis inolosis sen compntatis, 
•Aicie Camere Apostolice in festo prefato annis sin- 
^lis persolvere omnino teneantur, penitus et omnino 
eximimus et totaliter liberamns ac sab Beat! Petri et 
Sedis hujusmodi protectione suscipimus, iiiosque et 
ilia nobis et Successoribus nostris necnon Sedi pre- 
fatis, dumtaxat immediate subjicimus : ita quod Ar- 
chiepiscopi, Episcopi Ordiuarii, Judices, Vicariiet 



ORIciales predict!, c^uocumqae nomine nuncupentuT,. 
^onjunctim vel divisim, ia Monasterium, Prioratam, 
Beneficta, Membra, Abbatcm, Conventum et Personas, 
«c Res et Bona hujusmodi tanquam prorsus exeroptos 
t3t exempta, etiam ratione delicti veJ contractus -ant 
rei de qua ageretiif , ubicumque <?ommitiatin' delictum, 
ineatur contractu:^, aut res ipsa consistat, nulliam in 
eos vet ea jarisdictionem, domtninm vel potestatem 
quomodolibet exercere, aut exeommunicationis, sus- 
pensioais et interdicti, aliasque sententias, *censoras 
«t penas in eos promulgare possint; set) dumtaxat 
ipse Abbas, Conventus, et Persone 4te^e querelanti- 
bus coram Sede prefatiH aut Legalis vel Subdele^atis 
«rfusdem, de Justiti4 respondere teneantur; Hlosqae 
et ilia exemptos et exempta, susceptos et suscepta, 
lit prefertur, fore ac omnes et siogulos processus, 
^eonon excommunicationis, suspensionis et inter- 
•dtcti, aliasqiie sententias, eensuras et penas, quos 
<et qnas, contra exemptionem, llberationem, snbjec- 
tionem et presentas literas, in prejudiclum exempto- 
■rum liujii«modi, haberi,- et promufgari, contigerft, 
-nuHa, irrita et invalida, nulliusque xobocis vel mo- 
ment! existere Sicque per quoscumqoe Judioesr Eo- 
desiastlcos et Seculares, (>rdiiiarios, Delegates €^ 
8obdelegatos, eciam Saucte Romane Ecclesie Car- 
dinales, eciam Legates* Nuncios, et Causarum Palatii 
Aposft(di€i Auclitores, in Romand Curi^ et extra earn, 
aciu <}uAvis instantlA, sententiad, deeidi, judtcari et 
interpretar! deberl, sablat^ eis «t eurom euUibet 
qu4vis a1i4 sententiandi, deoidendi, judicandl et'in- 
terpretandi facultate^ ac irritum et Jnane ^quicquid 
«eeu6 super omnibus et singulis premissisAxjuoquam, 
<][a^vis ttuctori^ate, scienter, vel ignoranter contlgerft 
attemptari, decernimns et declaramus, non obstante 
fie memorie INNOCENTII Pape Qoarti eciam Prede- 
oessorJs nostri circa exemptos que incipit. VOLEN- 
T£S et quibusvis aliis Apostolicis ac bone memorie Ot- 
tonis et Ottoboni"^ ollm in Regno Angiie dictae Sedis 
Legatorum, necnon in Provincialibus et Sinodalibus 



* The ConsiitutioDs of these- Two Legates may be seen in Bp. hyndwooAfk 

Provinciaie. 
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Consiliis editis generalibus et speciallbus Constitulionf- 
^nis et ordiDationibus, ac Monasterii et Ordiuis pre* 
"dictorum, necnon EcoJesiarum Mefropolitanarnm, 
Episcopalijcim et aliarum, etiam juramento, confirma- 
tione AposlolicA vel qukvis firmitate aliA roboralii!?, 
:8tatutiseteonsuctudinibas, privilegiis qut)que,4ndulti8 
<et Literis Apostolicis, Ordtnartis et qhibusvis aliis 
cdncessis, ac per nos et Sedem predictanfi, confirm- 
atiset innoratis, quibus eclam, si de itiis eorumqne 
totis tenoribus speciaFis, specifica, expressa, non 
autemper clansulas generales id importantes, mentio 
seu alia expressio habenda foret et 4n eis eaveretur 
^xpresse quod illis noa nisi sub certis iuibi expressis 
medis et formis aut nullateotis derogari possit, illo- 
rum tenore, ae si de verbp ad verbum presentibus 
insererentur, pro expressis habentes> illis ali^s iu suo 
robore permaDsuris, b4c vice dunifaxatspeclaliteret 
express^ derogamus ceterisque contrarHs quibus* 
oumque. VOLUMUS autem qa5d propter exempti- 
onem et alia predicta, (aUis privileges, libertatibn.«, et 
immanitatibiis MoB^sterio et illius Abbati pro tem- 
pore existenti, Conventui et-Ordini prefatis coneessls, 
'Confirmatis, innovatisque, nihilominus in suts pleuis 
robore et firmitate permaneaht, nullum prejudlcium 
^eneretur, neqae in Monasterii et Priorat6s predic- 
torom, Parochialium Ecclesiarum Visitationibus et 
ProcurationibuSy tarn earum que ratione Visitationis 
predicte debentur, quam aliarum antiquarum et soli- 
tarum proeurationumj seu aliAs, absque Visitatione 
debitarum, ullateniis derogetur. NULLI ergo omnino 
tiominum liceat banc paginam nostre Absolutionls, 
Approbationis, Innovationis, Ivxemptionis, Libera- 
tionism Susceptionis, Subjectionis, Decreti, Declara- 
iionis, Derogationis, et Voluntatis, infringeie vel ei 
.ausu temerario contraire. Si quis autem hoc attemptare 
preisumpserit, indignationem Omnipotentis Dei, et 
Beatorum Petri et Pauli, Apostolorum ejus, se no- 
verit incursurum. DATUM Rome apud Sanctum 
Petrum, Anno Incarnationis Dominice MDXVIL 
XIV. Calend. OctobriSi Ponii&cnid^ nostri Anno 
^uinto« 
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(/) Referred to from p. 48. 

liiter(£ Pa lent es Johannis Russell, 31 Hi t is j 
Domiiii Russell, pro Monasterio de Tate- 
stake, in Camilatu DexfoniiB.* 

HENRICUS VIII. &c. Omnibus, &c. Sciatis quM 
Nos, ob t^ertas causas et consideracioDes nos specia- 
liter moyentes, ac in eonsideracione boni, veri «t 
aeceptabllis servicii nobis per praedictum Consiliarlam 
nostrum, Johannem Russell, Militem, Bafonem 
Russell, ali^s dictum Johannem Russell, Militem^ 
Dominum Russell, ant^ haee tempora facti et impensi, 
de gracili nostrA speciali, ae ex cert& seienti^i et mero 
motu nostris, dedimus et concessimns, ac per prse- 
sentes, pro nobis, haeredibus et successoribns no0tri«, 
damns et coneeditnus eidem Jobanni Russell, Militl, 
Baroni Russell et Dominae Annse, Uxor! ejus, toiam 
Domum et Scitum nnper Monasterii sive Abbathiae 
«t Ecclesise Beatse Mariae Vlrginis et Sancti Rnmonfs 
de Tavestoke, in comitatu nostro Devoniae, mod5 
dissoluti, Et totam Ecclesiam, Campanile et Cimi- 
terium ejusdem nuper Monasterii, Ae omnia messu- 
agia, domos, edilBeia, grangias, orrea, stabnia, co* 
lumbaria, mglendina^, stagna, vivaria, ortos, po*- 
tnaria, gardina, curtiiagia, terram et solum nostra^ 
tam infra quam extra scitum, septum, ambitum, 
x^ireuitum et precinctum ejusdem nuper Monasterii 
existentes, Ac totum Burgum et Villam de Tavestoke 
in pr^dicto comitatu Devoniae, Et omnia Burgagfa 
nostra in Tavestoke, in Comitatu praedicto, Et Ma- 
neria nostra de Hurdewyk, Morwell, et Morwelham^ 
cum suis membris et peTtinencifs unjversis, iriXJSmi- 
tatu pr^dicto, A<^ Hiandredum nostrum de Hurdewyke 
alilis dictum Hundred de Tavestoke, in eodem Comi- 
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* £ Collectt. MSS. Joanni$ Jones, lie Franklyn, Arm. 
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tfeittr, Ac Bartonas sive Grangias nostras de Hnrde- 
wyke, Morwell, et Morwelham, cum suis perMnen- 
eiis in Tavestoke, incomitatu praBlicto, Ac Dominia 
sive Maneria nostra de Mi^ton ^ Abbott ali^s dict^ 
Milton Legh; Lamerton, Hele,TBrentor, Wykedaver- ^ 
non^* Peteirsf avy , OttreW anaS^-dletft. OttereyT^Whit- 
cfaorch, et Newton, cum suis membriS et pertinencii* 
aniver^is,. in dicta Comitatu nostro Devoniae, dicta 
auper Monasterio spectantia sive pertinentia, Ae 
totanvTlectoriam et Vicariam nostram de- Tavestoke, 
cum suis juribus et pertinenciis nniversis, in dicta 
Comitatu nostro Devonise^ dicto nuper Monasterio 
^ectant^m sive pertinentenr, Ac totam Rectoriam 
et Vicariam nostram de Tavestoke, cum suis'/ 
jaribus et pertinenciis nniversis, in dicto Comi- 
tata nostra Devoniie, dicto nuper Monasterio ap» 
propriatam, ac spectantem seu pertinentemj un^« 
cum^ omnibus decimis, obliacionibus, et proficnis- qul- 
buscumque eisdem Rectoriae et Vicariae, seu eorumh 
alteri pertinentibus sive spectantibus, Ac Advocaci- 
onem, Donacionem, liberam Dtsposicionem, et Jus 
Patronat&s Ecclesiae Parocbialis et Vicarise de Tave- 
stoke, in dicta Comitatu nostro Devonian, Ac to turn 
Manerium nostrum de A nto ny, cum suis membris^ 
et pertinenciis universis, ^n Comitatu nostro Cornu- 
biae, dicto nuper Monasterio spectans sive pertinens^, 
Ac omnia- et singula messuagia,. terras, tenementa,. 
grangias, bartonas, molendina, tofta, cotagia, gar- 
dina, pomaria, prata, pascuas, pa«taras, boscos^ 
subboscos, mariscos, redditus, reversiones, servicia„ 
annuitates, redditus, et firmas tenendum et firmari- 
orum nostrorum^ communias pasturae, turbariae, ac 
^atias communias, piscarias, jampna, brueras, nnneras / 
stanni et plumbi, acerta^ vasta, moras, feoda miiitum,, 
escaetas, relevia, herietta, wardas, maritagia, visus 
francplegii, curias letae, nundinas, marcata, tolneta,, 
catalla, waviata, extrahuras, warennis, villanos et 
nativps cum eorum sequelis, wreccum maris, ac alia 
bereditamenta nostra quaecunque cum pertinenciis, 
in Tavestoke, Hurdwyke, Mylton Abbot ali4s dictk. 
Milton Legh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wyke Da- 
bernoQ, Peterstavie, Ottrew alias dicta Oltrey, Wyt- 
ehurche, Morwell, Morwelham et Newton, in dicta- 
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Cpmitatu nostro Devon iae ae in Antony in dicto C0- 1 
mifatu no.stro Cornubiae, aeu alibi ubicumqae in eisdenr 
Comitatibus, sen in eorum altero, dictis maneriis, 
grangiis» bartonis, reotoriae et vieariae, terris, tene- 
mentisseueoriim alicui vel quoqno modo spectantia vel 
pertinentia, aut quae ut raembra vel parceliae eornndenr 
tnaneriorum, .hundredi, bartonarnm; grangrarum^ 
reotoriae et vieariae, terrarum et tenementornm, sen 
eorum alicujus habita, cognita, capta, sive repntafa- 
existuntaut fuerunt, Ac omnia alia messnagia, terras^ 
teneraenta, prata^ pascuas, pasturas, boscos, redditus^ 
reversiones, servieia et hereditamenta nostra quae- 
eumq.ue, cnm pertineneifs, in Tavestoke • praediet^,. 
dicto nuper Monasterio spectantes sive pertinentes, 
Ade6 plene et integre ac in tam amplis modo et fornix 
prout Johannes, nuper Abbas diet! nuper Monas- 
terii, aut aliquis predecessorum suorum, Abbatum^ 
ejusdem nuper MonawSterii, in jure nuper Monasterii» 
iliius, aliquo tempore ante dissolucibnem ejusdem 
nuper Monasterii, omnia et singula praemissa superiillis 
specificata, cum suis pertinentiis, vel aliquam inde 
parcellam, babuerunt, tenuerunt, vel gavisi fuerunt,. 
habuit, tenuit, vel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere,. 
vel gajudere . debuerunt aut d'ebuit, et ade6 piene et 
integre, ac in tarn amplis modo et formS., prout ea* 
omnia et singula praemissa ad manus nostras, ratione 
et pretexiu dissolucionis dicti nuper Monasterif, vel 
ratione et pretextu allcujus ActAs Parliament!, vel^ 
aliter, aut aliquo afio modo, devenerunt, sea devenire 
debuerunt, ac in manibus nostris jam existunty seu 
existere debent vel debere«t. DAMUS eciam, et pro 
consideracione praedict^ per presentes concedimns, 
praefato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, totum 
Burgum nostrum de Denbury, ac omnia Maneria de 
Denbury, Plympstok, Woryngton, Cowyke, Bar— 
leigh, Olderich, Cavelynche, Whymple, Woodman- 
ston, Cristenstowe, Boryngton et Cornewood, cum^ 
suis juribus, membris et pertinencHs universis, i»* 
dicto Comitatu nostro Devoniae, dicto nuper Monas- 
terio spectantia sive pertinentia, Ac Manerium nos- 
trum de Hawkevvell, cum suis luribus, membris et 
pertinenciis universis, in Comitatu nostro Somersetae,^ 
diuto nuper. Monasterio spectanssive pertinens, Ax^ 



omnia messuagia, ierra<f, tenemenla, gvAnginSj haf-^ 
tbnas, molendina, tofta, ootagia, gardina, prata, pa*-- 
cuas, pasturas, boscos, subboscos, mariscos,. reddi- 
ttis, reversiones, annuitafes, servicia ae reddituu, el 
firmas tenencium et firmariorum nostrorum, com- 
manias pasturae, tu'rbarifle et piscari», ac alias com" 
munia? qtiascumquei mineras stanni et plumbi, ae 
parcoF, warenas, acerta, vasta, moras, feoda mili- 
tum, escaetas, refevia^ herietta, curias Jetap, visii» 
franci plegii, viilanos et nativos cumeorom seqneli.<i, 
nundinas, marcata, tolneta, catalla, waviata,. extra- 
buras, catalla felonum et fugitivorum'» utlagatorun>» 
attinctorum, et felofliim de se, ac deodanda, wreccum 
murfs, ac omnia* alia hflPFeditamenta nostra qusBcum- 
que, cum pertinenciis, in l>enbury, Plymstoke, Wor- 
fngton, Cowyke, Exwyke, Barlergh, Ofderige; Cea^ 
vefynche, Whympl'e, Wodmanston, Cristenstowe, 
Borybgton, et Cornewode; ac in Parochi^ Thome 
Bekket, quondam vulgartter nuncupat^i Saynt 
Thomas Parisshe extra Portam Occidentalem^ Civ^r- 
iatis Exoniae, in dicto Comitatu nostro Uevonije ae in 
Hawkewell in dicto Comitatu nostro SomersetsF, qu» 
fiicto nuper.-Monasterio, sive praRdictis maneriis,,quo- 
qiio modospectabant sive pertlnebant, ade6 plene 
etintegr^ ac in tarn amplis modo et formSi, proutdic- 
tus nuper Abbas dicti*nuper Mouasterii, aut altquis 
predecessorum suonrtn; Abbatum ejusdem nuper 
Monasterri, In jure nuper Monasterii iiiius, aliquo 
ttempore ante dissolucionem ejusdem nuper Monas- 
teriij praedicta-manreria, terras, tenementa, et caetera 
praemissa cum pertineucits, vel aiiquam vnde parcel- 
jam habuerunt, tenuerunt, vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, 
tenuit, vel gavisus fuit, sen habere, tenere, vel gau- 
dere debuerunt, seu debnit, et ade6 plen^ et iniegre 
ae in tam amplis mode ot iormk, proutea omnia et 
singula ad manus nostras, ratione et pretextu di$$o- 
tucionis dicti nuper Monasterii, aut ratione vel pre- 
textu alicujus ActAs Parliamenti, seu aliter vel alio 
mod'o quocumquCj devenerunt seu devenire debuerunt 
ac in manibns nostris jam existunt, seu existere 
debent. DAMt^S eciam, et pro consideracione pr»- 
dictsi, per prppsentes conoedimus praefato Jobanni 
fiussell, MJliti, Baroni Bussell, Advocaciones Rec- 
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toi'iardm appropriataram et non appropriafarnnTr 
decimas, obiaclones, obvencionea, porcioDes, pen* 
stones, annuitates, etalia proEcuaetemolumenta ec- 
desiarum parochiallnm de Whitcbnrcfi, Lamerton, 
Milton Abbot ali^sdicU Milton Legb, etBoryn^on,- 
ac Capells de Olderig^, et Rectoris? Ecclesise Paro- 
chialls dudilni valgariter nuncnpatse Saynt Thomas 
Paryssbe extra Portam Occidentalem CivRaiis Ex» 
oniflp, Et Ecclesiarum Parochialmm de Cristenstowe,. 
Okehaihgton, et Sprayton, In dioto Comitata nostro 
Devoniaey Et Eccresiarum ParocEialium de Antony,, 
et Peterwyn alidis dicta Nortbepetberwyn, in dieto 
Comitatu nostro Ck)Fnubi8ey quae dicto nnper Monas- 
terio de Tavestoke appropriate, nnitae siye annexse- 
fuerunt, Ac eciam Reetorias approprfatas, Vicarias, 
decimas, oblaeiones, obveneiones, porciones, pen- 
siones et annuitates, et omnia alia proficua et emolu-^ 
menta Ecclesiarum Parochialium de Old Donkyswell 
et Aulescombe, et Liberae Capellae ibidem,, in dicto 
Comitatu Devonie, quae dudCim Monasterio de- 
Donkyswell, in dicto Comitatu Devonian, nnper dis- 
soluto, appropriatae, unite sive annexae fuerunt, Ac 
eciam Rectoriam appropriatam et non appropriatam,. 
decimas, oblaciones, obveneiones, porciones, pen- 
siones, annuitates, et omnia alia proficua et emoln- 
menta Ecclesiae Paroehialis de Blakaveton, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devoniae, qua» dudiim Monasterio do 
Plympton in eodem Comitatu,'modo dissoluto, appro-^ 
priata, unita, sive annexa fuit, Necnon Advoca- 
clones, Donaciones, Presentaciones, Liberas Disposi- 
clones et Jura Patrcnattis Vicariarum Ecclesiarum 
Parochialium de Lamerton, Mylton Abbot alias dictSk 
Milton Legb, Whitechurche, Peterstavy, Okehamp- 
ton, Sprayton, Crystenstowe, Blakeaveton, Boring- 
ton, Woryngrton, Olde Donkyswell, AulescomGe, et 
Capellae ibidetti, et Ecclesiae Paroehialis quondam vul- 
gariter nuncupatae Saynt Thomas Churche extra 
Portam Occidentalem Civitatis Exoniae, et Capellae de 
Otderidge, et Rectoriae et Ecclesiarum Parochialiam 
de Virgenstowe, Denbury et Whymple, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Deyoniae, et Vicariarum Ecclesiarum 
Parochialium de Antony et Pederwyn, ali&s dictl^ 
Nortbpederwyn, in dicto Comitatu upstro Cornubia^^ 
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INSUPERy ex uberiori gratiSk nostra special], ac ex 
cerf A scientist et mero motu nostris, Damns, et pro 
Consideracione prsedict^ per praesentes, pro nobis 
Ha^redibas et Successoribas nostris, Concedimus 
prsfato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroui Russell, 
totam Domum et Scitum nuper Monasteril sive Ab- 
bathiae Beatce MarisB Yirginis de Dunkyswell, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devonian, modo dissoluti, Ac totam 
Ecelesiam, Campanile et Cimiterium ejusdem nuper 
Monasteril, Ac omnia Messuagia, domos, edificia, 
grangias, orrea, stabula, columbaria, stagna, vivaria, 
ortos, pomaria, gardina, terram et solum nostram, 
tarn infra quam extra scitum, septum, ambitum, 
circuitum et precinctum ejusdem nuper Monasteril 
de Donkyswell existentes, Ac Molendinum nostrum 
aquatieum, duo Gardina etquatuor Curtilagia, cum 
pertinenciis in Olde Donkyswell, in dicto Comitatu 
nostra Devoniss, quae dicto nuper Monasterio de 
Dunkyswell spectabant sive pertinebant, Necnon 
alia quatuor Clausa Terras arabilis nostra, vocata 
Beyn Crofts, Et unum Clausum Terras arabilis nos- 
trum, vocatum Teoman Leysse, Et unum aliud 
Clausum Terras arabilis, vocatum Debere Crofte, cum 
pertlnentiis, continentia in toto per estimacionem 
Septemdecim acras in Dunkyswell, pra^dicto nuper 
Monasterio de Donkyswell spectantia sive pertinen- 
tia, Ac omnia alia Prata nostra vocata Brytport 
Medowe, Culverheyball, Le\ rehouse Mede, Mylbale 
Made, Churche Haye Mede, Swyne Mede, Synr 
Mede, et Polemede, continentia in toto per estimaci- 
onem vigioti quatuor acras, in Olde Donkyswell, 
prasdicto nuper Monasterio de Donkyswell praQdidt& 
simili modo spectantia sive pertinentia, Ac omnes 
Boscos nostros vocatos Aygewede, Myddelwall, Olde 
Parke et Rugewood, cum pertinenciis, continentes 
in toto per estimacionem quadringentas acras bosci, 
in Olde Donkyswell prsedictA, dicto nuper Monas- 
terio de Donkyswell spectantes sive pertinentes, 
Necnon totam illam Grangiam sive Bartonam nos- 
fTam, vocatam Bowreheys, cum pertinenciis, in Olde 
Donkyswell praedlctA, Ac unum Tenementum, cum 
pertioenciig, vocatum Bowreheys, Ac omnia alia 
Clausa TerraQ arabilis nostra, vocata Stonyfeld, 
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Barnyslonde, Crosfeld, Borou^hfeld, Parkefelde'^ 
Smythefeld, Fupfelde, Roodfelde^Penfeld, Newfeld", 
Leez, Hegher Maresses Leez, Lower Maresses, Le 
Hedder^ Le Mydle Steynt Wood, Le Norther Steynt- 
wood, Trotosdowne, et Shipfeld, com pertinenciis^ 
continentia per estimacionem CCCLXII aeras, Et 
UDum Pratuoi, vdcatum Steyntwode Mede, continens^ 
in se per estimacionem III acrasprati, Ae omnia aliar 
Terras, Jampnaet Brueras nostra, vocata Ruflfegrey- 
downe et Westdowne, cum per tinentiis, continentia^ 
per estimacionem II II acra» in Olde Dunkyswell^ 
praedictfl» dicto nuper Monasterio de Dunkyswell 
Mmili modo spectantia &ive pertinentia, Necnoit 
totam illam Grangiam et Bartonam nostram de By- 
wood». cum pertinenciis, in Olde Donkyswell prae- 
4ict&, Ac unnm Tenementum, cum pertinenciis ae- 
emnia ilia Clausa Terras arabiiis nostra, vocata Cade- 
feld, Le Downe Lands alias dictum The Newe Fel-^ 
dys, Fforche Felde, Le Inner Fforehe Felde, Barns- 
lond> Churchelond, Stonyfeld, Oxen Leez^, et Le- 
Grotten, cum pertinenciis, continentia in to to per 
estimacionem ducentas vigfnti et quatuor acras, Et 
unum Pratum nostrum, voeatum Bywood Mede, cum 
pertinenciis, continent per estimacionem quatuor- 
acras, Ac omnia Clausa Morae nostra, cum pertinen- 
tiis,, vocata Bywood More et Shotte More, continen- 
tia in toto per estimacionem XXX acras, in Olde- 
Donkyswell praedictd, dicto nnper Monasterio de- 
Donkyswell simili modo spectantia sive pertinentia,. 
Necnon totam illam Grangiam et Biartonam nostram 
de Sheldon in Olde Donkyswell et Sheldon, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devoniae, Ac unum Tenementum, 
ac omnia ilia Clausa Terras arabiiis nostra, vocata 
Hobyd Ryse Ffurshyll, Lytell Beer Hyll, Great Beer 
Hill, Le» Ferme et Le Gardyne Mede, cum perti- 
nenciis, continentia in toto per estimacionem decern 
acras et dimidium> Et unam Moram, voeatam L& 
Northmore, cum pertinenciis, eontinentem per estima- 
cionem duodecim acras in Olde Dunkyswell et Shel- 
don prsedictis, Ac unam aliam Moram, cum pertinen- 
ciis, eontinentem per estimaeionem XII acras in Olde 
Donkyswell praedictH, dicto nuper Moqasterio de 
Donkyswell simili modo spectantem et pertinentenv 
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Ac etiam totam llletm Graugiam et Bartanam nostram 
de Bradheraby, cura pertioenciis, in Brodehemby in 
dieto Comitatu nostro Devoniae, Ac unum Tenemen- 
turn et omnia ilia Clausa Terrae arabiiis nostra, vocata 
Clampitt, Cresfeld, Oxenheye, Metlande, Le Great 
Rowden, Les Litle Rowdens, Lodpytt, Whithyll, 
Oxenlez, cum pertinenciis, continentia in toto per 
estimaclonem ducentas nonaginta et octo acras Terrae, 
Et omnia iila II Prata nostra, vocata Le Great Mede 
alias dicta The Graunge Mede et Lodpytt Mede, 
continentia in toto per estimacionem XXV acras, Et 
unam Moram nostram, vocatam Le Ronghe Mershe, 
cum pertinenciis, continentem per estimacionem X 
acras, Et omnes ilios Boscos nostros, vocatos Le 
Parke alias dictos Le Grangewode et Le Grove cum 
pertinenciis, continentes per estimacionem XIII 
acras in Brodehemby praedict^, dicto nuper Monas- 
terio de Donkyswell spectantes et pertinentes, Ac 
omnia ilia III Clausa arabilia nostra, vocata Shap- 
combe felde, cum pertinenciis, continentia per esti- 
macionem C acras Terrae, Et totum illud Pratum 
nostrum vocatum Shapcombe Mede, cum pertinen- 
ciis, continens per estimacionem viginti et quatuor 
acras, Et totum illud Boscum nostrum, vocatum 
Shapcomb Wood, cum pertinenciis, continentem per 
estimacionem viginti acras jacentem et existentem la 
ParochiA de Luppyt in dicto Comitatu nostro De- 
voniae, dicto nuper Monasterio de Donkyswell simili 
modo spectantem sive pertinentem, Ac omnia et sin* 
gula Messuagia, terras, tenementa, prata, pascuas, 
pasturas, bosco^, subboscos, redditus, reversiones, 
communias pasturae, turbariae et estoveriorum, sert 
vicia, firmas tenendum et firmariorum, jampnum, 
brueras, vasta, moras, ac omnia alia haereditamenta, 
proficua, commoditates, jura et possessiones quae- 
cumque, cum suis perttuenciis, situata, jacentia et 
existentia in Donkyswell, Olde Donkyswell, Brode- 
hemby, Luppyt et Sheldon, praedictis, quae dictis 
Bartonis et Grangiis de Bowreheys, • Bywoode, Shel** 
don et Brodehemby, sive earum alicui spectant vel 
pertinent, aut pro parcellis earundem Bartdnarum et 
Grangiarum sive earum alieujus habita, cognita, sive 
reputata sunt vel existunt aut fuerunt, ade6 plen^ et 
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mtegre, et proiit ultimus Abbas dieti miper Monasc 
terii de Dunkyswell, aut aiiqiiis predecessarum 
suorum Abbatum ejusdem nuper Monasterii, in jure 
ejusdem nuper Monastepii, dictum scitumdhctiDuper 
Monasterii de Doukyswell, ao prsediotas grangias^ 
terras, tenementa,. boseos et eaetera pramissa, cum 
pertinenciis in Donkyswell, Olde Donkyswell, Bro- 
dehemby, Luppytet Sheldon praedfctis, vel aliquam- 
inde parcellam habuerunt, tenuerunt vel gavisi fue- 
runt, habuit, tenuit, vel gavisus fuit, seu habere^ 
tenere vel gaudere debuerunt vel debuit, ao aded^ 
plene et integre, ac in tarn amplis inodo et forma 
pcout ea omnia et singula ad manus nostras rationeet 
pretextu eujusquidam eartai donaeionis^ concessionis^ 
reddioionis et eonfirmacionis dicti nuper Abbatis et 
ConventCis ejusdem nuper Monasterii de Donkys- 
well nobis faetae,. aut ratione alicujus Actds Parlia- 
ntenti noper devenerunt sen devenke debuerunt, ae 
in raanibus nostris jam existunt, sen existere debent 
sen deberent.' INSUPEK, ex uberiori gratis nostra 
speciali, ae ex certa sciencia et mero motu «o.s(ri5:», 
damus uiterii^s, et pro consideratioiie praedicla, cou- 
cedimus pfcrfato Johauui Russell, Militi, Baroni 
Russell, totum Manerium nostrum de Blakeaveton 
cum suis membris et pertinenciis universis, tin dicto^ 
Comitfttu nostro Devoniae, nuper Monasterio sive^ 
Abbatise Sancti Salvatoris de Torre in eodem Corai- 
tata nostro Devonise mod6 dissoluto spectaus sive 
pertinens, Necnon omnia messuagia, terras, tene- 
menta, prata, pascuas, pasturas, boseos, subboscos^ 
communias pasturae, aquas, aquarum eursus, stagaa,. 
vivaria, molendina,. gardina, pomaria, eotagia, tofta^. 
grangias,. bartonas, terras dominicales, terras mari'- 
scales, mariscos, liber.os redditus, reversiones, ser* 
vicia, parcos, obaceas^ warennas,. acerfa, vasta>, 
jampna, et brueras, moras, annuitates, firmas tenen* 
cium et firmariorum, feodi firmas, communias pas- 
turae etliberas piscarias, liberas faldas, mineras stanni 
et plnmbi, redditus super quibuscumque dimissionibus^ 
reservatos, feoda militum, curiae profiouas, curia» 
letarum, yisus francplegii, et omnia quae ad maritagia^. 
ac omnia alia jura, jurisdictiones, commoditates^. 
possesaiones et haereditamenta nostra quaecumq^ue 
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t^nm perlinenciis, \b Blakeaveton et alibi in die to 
Comitatu nostro Deveniae, dicto Manerio de Blake- 
aveton quoqiio modo spectantia vel pertinentia, aut 
-quae ut membra A^el parcella ejusdem Manerii habita 
ftive reputata exi»tuRt aat fiaerunty ade5 plene et in- 
tegre, ac in tarn amplis modo et format, prout Simon, 
nuper Abbas dict4 nuper Monasterii de Torre, et ali- 
>quis predecessorum suorum Abbatum ejusdem nuper 
MonasterH de Torre, in jure nuper Monasterii illius, 
aliquo in ^temporeaute dissolucionem ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii praedicti Manerium de Blakeaveton ba- 
buerunt, tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit 
vel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere vel gaudere de- 
.buerunt vel debuit, ad^o plen^ et integre, ae in tarn 
amplis modo et form^ prout ea omnia et singula >ad 
manus nostras, «ratione et pretextu cujusdam Cartas 
•donacieais, eoncessionis reddisslonis et confirma- 
t^lonis dicti nnper Abbatis et Convent^s ejusdem 
nuper Monasterii de Torre nobis faetae, seu ratione 
vel pretextu alieujus Actiis Parliamenti, nuper de- 
venere seu devenire debuerunt, etinmanibus nostris 
jam existunt sive existere deberent. INSUPER, de 
uberiori gratiJi nostra speciali, ac ex eert^ scientid et 
mero motu nostris, damns et eoncedimus, et pro 
■consideracione praedicti, per presentes pro nobis, 
Haeredibus et Sacoessopib»s nostris, doncedimus pra> 
fato Johanni Russell, Miiiti, Barooi Russell, totam 
Domum et Seitum nuper Fratrum Praedixjatorum'inira 
Civitatem Exoniae, modo dissolutam, Ac totam T^e- 
elediam, Campanile et Cimiterium ejusdem Dpm^s 
tiuper Fratrum Praedicatorum, Ac omnia messuagia, 
domus, edifieia, orrea, stabuia, columbaria, molen- 
dina, stagna, ortos, pomarla, gardlna, curtilagia, 
tftrram et solum nostra, tam infra, juxta et prope 
sdtuoi., i^eptum, ambitum^ drcuitum et; precinctum 
ejusdem Demills nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum prse- 
dictae existentia, ade6 plene et integr^, ac in tam 
amplis modo et form^, prbut ultimus Prior dictae 
Domtjls nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum praedictorum 
aut aliquis praedecessorum suorum Priorum ejusdem 
nuper Domili^ in jure nuper Dom^s illius aliquo 
tempore ante dissolucionem ejusdem Dom^s nuper 
Fratrum Prdicatorum ilia haboeruqt, tenuerunt vel 
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gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit vel gavisns full, sen 
habere, tenere vel gaudere debuerunt vel debuit, 
Habendum, tenendum et gaudendum prsedietam 
Domum et Seitum dicti nuper Monasterii deTavistok, 
Ae preedietum Burgum et Villam de Tavistoke, Et 
omnia Burgagia nostra in Tavistoke prsediota, Et 
Hundredum de Hurdewike ali^s dictum Hundrednm 
de Tavistok, Ae praedicta Maneria nostra de Hurde- 
wike, Morewell et Morweiham, Milton Abbot alias 
dictA Milton Legh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wyke- 
dabernon, Peterstavy, Ottrewe ali^s Ottrey, Whit- 
churcheet Newton, Ac praedictas Grangias et Barto- 
nas de Hurdewyke, Morwellet Morweiham, Ac prae- 
dictom Manerium de Antony, Necnon Rectoriam et. 
yicariam de Tavystoke, Et Advocationem Vicariae Ec- 
desise de Tavystoke, £t castera omnia et singula prae- 
missa in Tavystok, Hurdewyke, Milton ali^s dict& Mil- 
ton Leigh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wikedabernon, 
t'eterstavy, Ottrewe ali^s dictA Ottrie, Whitchurche, 
Morewell, Morweiham, Newton et Antony praedicta, 

Eraefato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroui Russell et 
Nominee Annse Uxori ejus et Haeredibus Masculis de 
Corpore ipsius Johannis Russell, Militis, Baronis 
Russell, legitime procreatis, TENENDUM de nobis 
Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris In Capite, per 
Servicium Unius Feodi Militis, Ac Reddendo ibde 
annuatim, nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris 
XXXVI Libras ad Curiam nostram Augmentacionum 
Revencionum Coronae nostrae, ad Festuni Saneti 
Michaelis Archangeli, singulis annis Solvendas pro 
omnibus Redditibus, Serviciis et Demandls quibus- 
cumque proinde nobis Haeredibus vel Successoribus 
nostris, quoquo mode, reddendis, solvendis vel faci- 
endlSj Et absque compote seu aiiquo alio proindte, 
nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris, praeter 
redditus et servicia praedictos nobis reservatos, quo- 
vismodo reddendo solvendo seu faciendo, AC HA- 
BENDUM, tenendum et gaudendum praedictum Bur* 
gum de Denbury, Ac praedicta Maneria de Denburi, 
Plymstoke, Worington, Cowike, Exwike, Barleigh, 
Olderidge, Cavelinche, Whymple, Woodmanston; 
Cristynstowe, Borington, Cornewood, Hawkewell et 
BlsJ^eaveton, Ac dictas Rectorlas Ecclesiarum dm 
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Whitechurche, Lamerton, Mylton Abbot aliJis diet! 
Mylton Leigh et Borington, Ac dietam CapeK 
Ijtm de Olderige, Et dietam Rectoriara Ecclesia 
Parochialis dudum vulgariter nuneupatatn Saynt 
Thomas Churche extra Portani Occidentalem Civi- 
^atisExoniae, Etpriedictas Reetarias Eeelesiarum de 
Cristenstowe, Okehamplon, Sprayton, Antony et 
Petherwyn alias dictk North Petherwyn, Ac eciam 
dictas Reetorias de Olde Donkyswell et Awlescombe, 
ac CapelJana ibidem, Ac dietam Rectoriam de Blake- 
aveton, Neenon prasdictas Advocaciones, Dona- 
ciones et Jura Patronatuum Eeelesiarum Paroehi- 
^lium de Lamerton, Milton Abbot ali^s dicta Mil- 
ton Leigh, WhitchHrche, Peterstavy, OkehamptoD, 
Sprayton, Crisjertistowe, Blackaveton, Borington, 
Worington, Olde Donkeswell, Aulesconabe et Ca- 
pellae ibidem,' Ac dictae Ecclesiae Parochialis extra 
Portam Occidentalem Qvitatis Exoniae, Et dictae Ca- 
pellae de Ol^erige, Et prsedictas Advocaciones ReC'- 
toriarum Vicariarum Eeelesiarum de Virgenstowe, 
Denbury, Whimple, Antony et Petherwyn ali^s dicta 
Northpetherv^yn, Ac praedietam Domum et Scitum 
dicti nuper Mopasterii de Dunkeswell, Ac praedictum 
Domum et Seitihn dictorum nuper Fratrum Praediea- 
torum, Ac omnia et singula praedicta Bartonas, Gran- 
§ias, Terras, Tenementa, ac omnia et singula praa- 
missa cum pertinenciis in Denbury, Plympstoke, 
Worington, Cowike, Exwike, Barleigh, Olderige, 
Whymple et Cavelinehe, Woodmanston, Cristen- 
stowe, Boryngtou, Cornewoode, Hawkwell et Blake- 
aveton, Okehampton, Sprayton, Donkeswei), Olde 
Dunkeswell, Awlescombe, Sheldon, Brodehembyet 
Luppytt praedictis, pra3fato Johauni Russell, Militia 
Baroni Russell et Haeredibus Masculis de Corporesuo 
legitime procreatis, TENENDUM de nobis, Haeredi- 
bus et Successoribus nostris In Capite, per Servicium 
Unius Feodi Miiitis, Ac Reddendo inde annuatita, 
nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris, CCXLVIII 
Libras V Solid os ad dietam Curiam nostram Augmea- 
tacionum Revencionum Coronae nostrae, ad dictum 
Festum Sancti Michaelis Archangell, singulis annis 
Solvendos pro omnibus redditibus, serviciis et de* 
mandis quibuscumque proinde nobis fl»redibu» et 
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Successoribus tiosiris quoqno modo reddendig, sol* 
vetidid vel faciendis, £t absque cotnpofo seu ailquo 
6\\o proinde, nobis Hxredibus vel Successoribus nos- 
trls, ptflDter redditus et servicia pradiclos nobis reser- 
vatos quovismodo reddendo, solvendo vel faciendo. 
ET ULTERIUS, de uberiori gratlA nostra ac ex 
"ceria sciencia et mero motu nostris, et pro conelder- 
acione pnedict^, Damns et per pra^sentes concedtmus 
prncfato Johanni Kusselt, Militi, Baroni Russell, 
Omnia et omnimoda Exitus, Redditus^ Revenciones 
et Proficua prtedictorum Scituum dictorum nuper 
Monasteriorum de Tavistoke, Donkeswell et prsediC" 
torum Domiis et ScitAs nuper Fratrum Praedlcatorum 
pradictorum) Maneriorumi Grangiarum, Rectoriarum 
et caeterorum omnium et singtilorum prftmissorum 
euperiiig expressorum et specificatorum, cum per- 
tinenciiS) k Festo Sancti M ichaelis Archangel! Anno 
regni nostri XXX(>. hucusque provenientia sive ores- 
centia. HABENDUM eidem Jobanni Russell, Ml- 
liti, Baroni Russell, ex dono nostro, absque com- 
pote, sen aliquo alio proinde nobis Haeredibus et Suc- 
cessoribus nostris quoquo modo reddendo, solvendo 
vel faciendo. ET ULTERIUS, de ampliori gratift 
nostra speciali, ac ex certtt scienciA et mero motu 
nostris, et pro consideracione prsdictA, Volumus« et 
per prssentes pro nobis Hs^redibus et Successoribus 
nostris, Damns et concedimus praefato Johanni Rus- 
sell, Militi, Baroni Russell, et Hsredibus Masculis 
de Corpore dicti Johannis Russell, Mllitis, et Ba- 
ronis Russell, legitime procreatis, Qu6d idem Jo- 
hannes Russell, Mites, mro Russell, et Hsredes sul 
prasdicti, imperpetuum de tempore In tempos, an- 
nuatim habebunt, tenebunt et gaudebunt, ac habere . 
tenere, gaudere valeant et possint, ad libitum suum, 
infra praedicta maneria, hundreda, burgagia, et bar- 
tends, ^c omnia et singula alia prasmissa superitls 
expreftsa et specificata, tot, tanta, talia, hujusmpdl 
et consimilia curias letae, visus franciplegii, die omnl- 
bus et singulis tenentibus suis, tam residentibus quam 
non residentibus, et aliis quibuscumque ibidem resi- 
dentibus, Ac omne id quod letam et visum franciple- 
gii, assisam^ assaiam panis et cerevisiae, bona et 
eatalla waviata, extrahuras ibidem conting-entes, bona 
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et oatalla felonam el fugitivorum, utlagaiorum, at- 
tlnctorum, fdonnm de iso, deodanda et in exigendo 
poslta, ivrecoum maris, libera^ piscarias, libera^ wa* 
rennas, cum omnibiis et singulis prsedictis maneriis 
et In qtiAlibet eorum parcella, ao commiciones placi- 
torum realium, personalium, mixtarum, et querela- 
rum, In omnibus euriis nostris, et tenere omnlmoda 
placita et querelas Infra Burgum nostrum de Tavl- 
stoke emergentia coram seneschallo et ballivis Ipsius 
Johannis Uussell et Hseredum suorum prxdictorum, 
Ao fines et amerciamenta tenenciam suorum, scilicet, 
infangthief, outfangthief, retorna brevium, et execu- 
olones eorundem, Necnon omnia et omnimoda, tot, 
tanta, talla, hujusmodi et consimilia alia libertates, 
franchesia, jura, jurlsdictioues, privllegia, exemp- 
clones, commoditates, proficua, emolumenta qua?- 
oumque, in omnibus et singulis praedictis maneriis et 
caeterls prasmlssis, ac in qualibet inde parcelll, quot, 
quanta, qualia, quae, in eisdem et consimilibis modo 
et form&, ade5 plen^ et integr^, ac in tarn arapiis 
modo et formA, prout dicti nuper Abbates dictorum 
Duper Monasteriorum, aut eorum alicujus, velaliquis 

Sr^decessorum suorum, Abbatum eorundem nuper 
loiiasterlorum, vel eorum alicujus, in jure nuper 
Monasteriorum iUorum, sive eorum alicujus, aliquo 
tempore ante separates dissoluciones dictoram nuper 
Monasteriorum, sive eorum alicujus, separaliter ha- 
buerunt, tenuerunt vel ^avisi fuerunt, babuit, tenuit, 
Yel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere vel gaudere de • 
buerunt aut debnit, in maneriis proedictls et caeteris 
pra?missls, vel in aliqu& inde parcellA, racioneetpre- 
textu alicujus donacionis, concessionis vel confirma- 
cionis, per nos seu allquem progenltorum nostrorum 
Regum Angtia>, praefatis nuper Abbatibus seu eorum 
alicxil seu aliquibus eorum predecessorum, quoquo 
modo factae, vel ratione vel pretextu alicujus usAs, 
consuetudinis sive praescrlptionls, seu aliter quo- 
cumque modo^ HABENDUM, levandum, percipi- 
- endum etgaudendum curias leta: et visus'franeiplegii 
itlas, et omne id quod ad letam et visum franclplegii 

Eertinent, Necnon eadem bona et catalla waviata, 
ona et catMla felonum et fugitivorum, extrahuras, 
wai^nnas et caetera praemissa superi^s speclficata. 
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cum omnibus et singulis suis pertiuenoiis, prsefato 
Johanni Russell, Mlliti, Baroni Russell et Uaeredibus 
Maseulis de Corpora suo legitime proereatis imper* 
petuum, absque compoto seu aliquo alio proiode 
nobis Haeredibus vel Successoribus nostris reddendo, 
solvendo vel faeiendo. ET ULTERIUS, volumus, et 
p3r praesentes concedimus praefato Johanni Russell, 
Militi, Baroni Russell, et dictae Annae Uxori ejus et 
Hacredibus Maseulis de Corpore ipsius Johannis legi- 
time proereatis, qu6d nos Haeredes et Suecessores 
Dostri, dictos Jobannem Russell, Militem, et Baro- 
nem Russell, et Dominam Annam, Uxorem ejus, ac 
Haeredes Masculos de Corpore ipsius Johannis Rus- 
sell legitime proereatis, de omnibus et omnimodis 
arreragiis et respectibus reddituuro, ac annuitatibus 
et corrodiis, ac redditibus omnibus, de maneriis, 
grangiis et rectoriis praedictis, ac de omnibus et sin- 
gulis caeteris praemissis su perils specificatis, cum per- 
tinenciis, seu eorum aliquo exeuntibus seu solvendis, 
vel super eisdem seu eorum aliquo oneratis vel one- 
randis, Praeterquam de serviciis et redditibus, su«- 
periilsper praesentes. nobis reseivalis, Et praeterquam 
de redditibus, seiviciis et redditibus siccis et aliis 
serviciis quibuscumque personam sen quascumqae 
personas, de tempore in tempus, exbnerabimus^ 
acquietabimus et defendemus per praesentes, M AN- 
DANTES enim, et firmiter injungendo praecipi- 
entes, tam Cancellario et Consilio nostro Curiae 
nostrae Augmentacionum Revencionum Coronae nos- 
trae, pro tempore existente, qu^m omnibus Reeep- 
toribus, Auditoribus et caeteris of&eiariis et mini^tris 
bostris quibuscumque, Qu5d ipsi et eorum qui- 
llbet, super solam demonstraeiouem harum Litera- 
rum npstrarum Patentinm, absque aliquo alio breyi, 
warranto k nobis, Haeredibus vel Successoribus nos- 
trisj impetrando seu prosequendo, plenam, integram 
debitamque oblacionem, dedaccionem, . defalcaei- 
onem et exoneracionem, praefato tfohanni Russell, 
JUiliti, Baroni Russell et Dominae Annae, Uxori ejus, 
et Haeredibus Maseulis de Corpore ipsius Johannis 
Russell legitime proereatis, de omnibus etomnimodis 
hujusmodi coirodiis, feodis, annuitatibus, reddi>ibus, 
oneribus^ arreragiis et respectubus redditOs, de ma- 
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tieriis, g^rangiis, recloriU et cjtterij* prxmissid, aut de 
aliqo^iDde parcellft, nt prefertur, exeuntibus vel boU 
v<endiS9 vel super eisdem sen aiiqua inde parte vel 
parcelJa oneratis ve\ ooerandis, praeterquam de pra?- 
•dictis redditibus et serviciis guperiCis per pra^sentes 
nobis reservatis, de tempore id tempus facient et fieri 
cansabunt, de et super solucione diet! annul reddit^s 
XXXVI Librarnm, et dicta? annuitatis CCXLVIII 
Librarom V Solidorum, tocieus quociens aliqaa ha« 
jusmodi allocatio defalcacio seu exoneracio fieri 
oporlet, Et bae Liter© nostras Pateutes erunt tam 
4icto Cancellarlo et Consilio nostro et Curiae nostrie 
Augmentacionam RevencionumCoronsenostrse qo^m 
quibuscumque receptoribus, auditoribus et aliis ofiS- 
clariis ministris nostris. sufficleas warrantnm et ex- 
Oneraclo in hAc parte. EO QUOD expressa menclo de 
vero valore annuo aut de certitudine praemissonim, 
aire eorum alicujus, aut de afiis donis sfve concessit 
oniboSy per nos prasfato Johanni Rnssel], Militi, 
Baroni Russell et Annae Uxori ejus, ante baoc tem- 
pora factis, in prassentibus minimd facta existit^ 
Aut allquo Statute, actu, ordinacione, provisione 
sive restrictione, inde in contrarium facto, edito, or- 
dinato sive proviso, Aut aliquft alii re, causa vel 
materili quSkonmqne, in aliquo non obstante^ IN 
CUJUS REI TESTIMONIUM has Literas nostras 
fieri fecimus Patentes. TESTE ME IPSO apud 
Westmonasterlum IlII. Die Julii Aiino Regni nostri 
XXXI. 
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(»i) Referred to from p. 55. 

^rant of Forde Abbey, by Hen. VIIL io 
Richard Pollard^ Esq.^ 

Hec Indentura facfA iDtei* EsGe]lei)tissimuin Prln* 
f3ipenietI>omiDam>, DominumUENRtCUJVI Octavam 
DeigratMl, 4&o. et Uieharduin Potlard, araiigerum ex 
alterJL parte, Testatur qu6d idem Doaiinus Rex per 
avisamentufli ^t 'Oonsensum CoDclIii Curie Aiigmen- 
lacionum Re>*ef>ek>nuiii Corone sue, tfad4<]at, ooo- 
cessitetad firmam damisk prefato Ricardo Pollard, 
•Scitihn nuper Monas^teiii <de Fforde in Comitatu 
DevoDie, modo dissoluti, uoilcufn oimiibus domibof^ 
edificiig, erreis, <*olumbariis, ortis, pomariis, gar- 
dioiSyterr-^ et solo infr<a scitum^t precinctum ejusdem 
nuper Monasterii exlstentibus, Ac omnia ilia terras, 
prata et pasturas Rowep^tt, Crosehaye, Lytle Crose* 
hay, Cbepman, Fudongs, Grethowse, Gyffinlong, 
Mewmarlond, Bromehyli, Qrettbromehiil, Lytle 
Orchard Mede, Swyneroft, Schephowsecroft, Bye- 
lead, Poulemede, Blakeland, Horsecrofte, Wode 
flogge Dyche, Newelease, Les Broneclose, Bere- 
acres, Hetchclose, Westforde Park, Necnon par^am 
Vesturam pratl vocati Brodmeade in Parochi& de 
Charde in Comitatu prsedicto, Ac omnia ilia terras, 
prata et pasturas vocata Townedeane, Grangecroft, 
Lytle Howe, Plascrete Orchard Mede, Baymore^ 
croft, Litle Park cum le Lodge ibidem, Ac omnia 
ilia terras, prata et pasturas vocata Butmede, Sche- 
pemaysheclose, Glastonbury, Culidmede cum les 
Orchardes et les Pooles ac cum molendino aquatieo. 
Tradidit eciam Domlnus Rex et per avisamentum 
Concilii Curie pr^dicte et ad firmam dimisit prefato 
Richardo Pollard totam illam Grangiam vooatam 
Strew Grange cum pertinenciis in Comitatu predicto, 
dicto nuper Monasterio dudum spectantem et per- 
tinentem, Ac omnia terras, prata et pasturas vocata 

' I ' ' ■ ' ' ^ ' "— 

* E CDlIectt. MSS. Joanois Jones, de Frankiyn, Arm. 



Heokestone Wyll, Heckstanwybnrg:, WolFat, Strope 
IVIajore, Estdowiie, Celapytisfeld, Castylfeld, IMaf- 
shett, Mouokendowne, Heyball, Heys, Street Mede^ 
Brydgemede, Chytfeld, Hasecroft, Strope Minoiv 
Layrniore, aD& earn communtlL et pasture C£C ovium 
snper motttem de Rlaekdowneibrdem,. dicte Grang-i^ 
spectantem et pertinentem : que omnia et singula 
premis^a cum pertinenciis jactint et existunt in Ffonle 
ae Id viUis^y eampisy paroehHs, hamelettis ibidem 
adjacentibus in dicto Comitatu Deyonie et p red iota 
nuper Monasterio dudum j»pectabant et pertinebant 
ac in manibus, culturA et occupatione propri nuper 
Abbatis dicti nuper Monasterii ad usum Hospicii sui 
ante dissolationem ejusdem nuper Monasterii, usu- 
aliter reservi^a et occupafa fuerunt, Kxoeptis tamen 
semper et dicto Domina Regiy Heredibus et Succes- 
soribus suis omnino reservati^ omnibus grossis arbo* 
ribus- et boseis de et super premissis crescentibus et 
existefitibns ac omnibus fblibus et ejusmodi edificiU 
infra sciium dictr nuper Monasterii que dictum Do>- 
minus Rex imposterum prostprni et auferri mandavrt. 
Habendum et Tenendum predictum Soitum dicti 
Duper Monasterii ac predictas terras, prata et pas* 
turas et omnia premissasuperiils speciBcata, excepto 
etexceptis, prefato Richardo Pollard ctasslgnatis suii^ 
k festo 8a4ictiMichae1hs Arehangeliultini6i preterita 
usque adfinenf termini et pno temiiiio XX [ annorum 
ex tunc proximo sequeniium aa plena He complen- 
dorum. Reddendo inde annuafimdicto Domino Regi, 
H»redibuset Successoribus suis^ i;XL1X. Vis. Vld. 
legalis monete Angliev viz. pro predicto Scitu dieti' 
nuper Monasterii ac- predictis terrisy pratis, pasturi«^ 
et ceteris premissis,. preter Grangiam predictam 
vocatam Strete Grange et terram ac cetera premissa 
eldemGrangiepertinentia, <£XXXV11I. IVs. VLd. et 
pro predicts GrangilL vocat4 Strete Grange et ceteris* 
premissis eidem Grangie pertinentibus £XI. lis. ad- 
f0sta Annunciatiotiis B. Marie Virginis et Sancti Mi- 
cliaelis Archangeli vel infra unum mensem post 
utrumque festumlllorum'ad Curiam predictam per 
Oqualei^ porciones solvendos durante termino pre- 
dicto* Et pcedictus Dominus Rex vult et per pre«- 
eentes concedit^ qu5d ipse, Hecedeset 8ueeessare» 
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9\n Richardum PoHard et assignatos siios de omnibus 
redditibu^, senicii^^ et denariorum decimis quibus- 
cumque de premissis, seu eorum aliquo exeuntibus 
sen sotvendis, preterquam de redditibas superiCis re- 
servafis, versus quascumque personas de tempore in 
tern pus exonerabunt, aequietabnnt et defendent, ac 
omnia domo^, edificia premissorum in maremio 
tantummodo, de tempore in tempus toties quoties 
necesse et opportunum fuerit, bene et sufficienter sus- 
tentari et manuteneri facient durante termino pre- 
dieto. Et predietus Ricardus Pollard concedit per 
presentes quc)d ipse etasslgnati sui omnes neeessarias 
repan3ciones premissorum» preter maremium predic- 
turn, de tempore in tempus sup portabunt et sustine- 
bunt durante termino predicto. Et predietus l>o- 
minus Rex ulteriCis vult et per presentes concedit^ 
qu5d ben^ licebit prefato Ricardo Pollard et assig- 
uatis suis eapere, percipere et babere de,- in et super 
premissis, per superrisionem et assignationem Super- 
visorum et aiiorum Offieiariorum Domini Regis 
ibidem pro tempore existentium, competentem etsuf- 
iicientem hedgeboote, fyereboot, plowbowte et 
cartbotte, ibidem etnon alibi expendendam et occa- 
pandam durante termino predicto. In cujus rei Tes- 
timonium uni parti hujus Indenture,~penesRicaTdum 
Pollard residende, Dominus Rex sigillum suum 
Curie predlcte ad hujusmodi scriptum Mgillandum 
deputatum, mandavit apponi : aiteri vero parti ejus- 
dem Indenture^ penes eundem Dominura Regem resi- 
dende, predietus Richardus Pollard sigiUum suum 
apposuit. Datum apud Westmonasterium XXVllI 
OctobriSy anno regni dicti Domini Regis XXXl<>. 
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(») Referred to from p. 69. 

Grant by the Abbot 4* Monks of Newenkam, 
to the Custos and Canons of the Collegiate 
Church of Otterffy of a Yearly Rent Charffe 
ofXIIh. IVd. temp. Edw, III.* 

Noverint universi per presentes, Nos Fratrem 
Walterum de la Howse, Abbatem Monasterii de 
Newenham in Comitatu Devonie et ejusdem loci 
Conventual, de nostro nnanimi assensu' pariter et 
consensu, dedisse, concessise et hoe present! nostro 
sciipto confirmasse pro nobis et successoribus nos- 
tris imperpetaum dilectia nobis in Xto Custodi et 
Canonieis Collegii et Ecclesie Collej^iate Sanete 
Marie de Otery, Comitates predicti, Quondam Red- 
ditum annuumXllls. lllld. sterlingorum, solven* 
dum eisdem Custodi et Canonieis per manus nostras 
apud Otery, deferendum ad festa Purificationis et As- 
sumptionis B. Marie Virginis equis poreionibus sin- 
gulis annis imperpetuum. Et si cuntiugat predictum 
redditom aretro fore in parte vel in toto, post fesla 
predieta, qu6d tunc ben^ liceat prefatis Custodi et 
Canonieis et eorum Successoribus, Nos etConven- 
tum nostrum apud Newenham et alibi ubicumqqe in 
omnibus terris nostris, distringere et distrietionem 
retlnere donee redditus faujusmodi plenarie persoU 
vatufy un^ cum dampnisetexpensis, si que fuerint. lu 
eujus rei testimonium, sig^illa nostra tarn Abbatis 
qu^m ConventAs present! scripto apposuimus. 
Datum die Lune proximo ante festum Sanete Mar- 
garite Virginis, A. D. MCCCXLIIII et Anno Regni 
Regis Edwardi Tertii 4 Conquestu XVIllo. 

N* B. It is clear, from the Chartulary of Chertsey 
Abbey, in Lord Clifford's Libraiy at Ugbrooke, that 
King Edward 111. began his reign on the 29th of 
January, IS26. O. S. and not on the 20th January, 
as \a frequently asserted. 



* £ CoUectt. MSS. Joannii Jon^s, d« Franklyn^ Arm. 
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(o) Referred to from p. 112. 

A Composition between the Prior and Con^ 
vent of Plympton^ and the Prior and 
Canons of Canonslei^h, concerning the 
Elections of their respective Priors y in 
1219. 

Ex Begist. Broneeeombe, fo. 16. 

H^c est amieabilis compositio facta iDter Priorem 
ef Conventnm de PJympton ex parte un^, et Priorem 
et Canonicos de Legh ex altera parte, saper contro- 
versiid inter ipsos motis, coram Venerabili Patre 
S.* Dei g<rati& Exonte Episcopo, Scilicet, cilm Prior 
de Legh foerit eligendus, hoc Episcopo Exonie 
debet prenunciari, ut in propria personal per se, ve! 
per aliqaem alium quern voluerit loco sal destinarey 
iDtersit electioni. Similiter Priori de Plympton debet 
nanciar/, ni ipse iotersit electioni si volaerlt, ita 
tamen qa6d non babuerit vocegi in electione, nee 
per Episcopam, nee per Priorem impediatur, qno- 
minilsilie IPrior constitaatur, quern elegerint Canon- 
ic! de Legh de corpore Ecclesie sue de Legh. St 
antem non consenserint in aliqaem de gremio Eo» 
clesie soe de Legh, tanc priusqa^m ad aliqaam 
aliam decurratarEecleslam, deEcdesilkde PlymptoD 
aiiquem sibi eligentin Priorem. Si aatem non eon* 
^enserint (quod absit) in aliqaam personam predtc- 
tarum Ecclesiarum, de aliqu^ Conventaali £celesi& 
ejusdem Ordinis et Begalari, aliqaam idoneam per- 
i^onam in Priorem sibi assoment. Ex qdo aatem 
fuerit ibi Prior secundum supradictum nH)dam elec- 
iu» et per txonie Episcopum confirmatas, habeat 
plenam potestatem Canonicornm reciplendoram et 
regendorom et plenam administraticnem omniam ad 
Ecclesiam de Legh pertinenciam* Pretere& Prior de 

• Simon de Apiil.&, wLoi^reided in the See of Exeter from 1214 to 1224. 



Legh corriget excessos Canonioorum de Legh et alia 
emendabit que fuerint ibidem emendanda cum oon« 
aensa Canonicorum suorum. Si autem tantus et 
talis faerit excessas (qaod absit) at {>er Priorem et 
Canonicos de Legh sine seandalo non valeat emen* 
dariy tunc Prior et Canonipi de Legh significabiuit 
Priori de Plymptou, ut caritativfe ad domum eorum 
veoiat^ coDsiliqm eis in corrigendis excesaibns im* 
pensuras. Et per banc compositionem sopita fa* 
eruQt omnia litig^a inter eos pi iixs exorta, et omnet 
exacerbationetf et contenciones hajusmodi sant re* 
misse. Si non per consilium prediotoram excessas 
in dictA Domo poterint emendari, Exonie Epis* 
eopns, qni pro tempore faerit, eos secundom Deam 
emendabit. A eta sunt hec Exonie, qaartA feriA post 
festum Sancte Trinitatis, Anno Incarnationis Domini 
MCCXIX, Presentibns Domino Exonie Episcopo, 
Henrico Archidiacono Exonie, R.* Archidiacono 
Tottoq, Radulfo Archidiacono Barnastaple, Magisp 
tris Ysaaci N* Canonicis Exonie et multii aliii. 
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: jCj?) KqferreiJ to frpm.p. ^126. 

^Mdpcd Grcmt fe William Lord Howatdamf 

JLo^y. Jucirgaret his fVif^g of Sarnstaple 

, Priory. 9.March„29.JI^rt/ F/J7.i^l> 

REX omnibas «d <quM d;c. iSolotekn. SCIATIS^ 
i)ii6d ttos^ m ieopsiideraieioive boor, fid«l[« e t aei?ef>ta- 

-Hovrard, ante beectem>pora. nobis :fee$t, Detihiius «# 
Wftfttk^ammoBf «be per pj^assenteiii dMiftisie^^cbtioedfiiiug,. 
««}^in WiUelmp Damino Howard- et'I>omiif«eMairg«E- 
TOta^,^ tl9Mri^€gi)ts^> DMiomet Bofhitiii<hisper Prfore^s 
.MiMiftbliiriivii > «8ailet» • Miii(i» ^ <ldii^4aied» <1« '^r^- 

*MapofI «lUs*' Baritaplev ! ii> GomitatirHit^i^tro D«v>od{s^^ 
tiQ|^6rita<e» P«itiMlefitif Mppressl «t >dt(9^oIuti; Ae 
to tain BedeftUoBy' Cainpftaile •t Cknitotium'ejiisdeivr 
nuper Priorat^is, Necnon* omnia messuagia, domos^ 
edificia, grangiasy orrea,. stabula, coiumbaria^ ortosf 
pomaria^ gardina, terras et solum nostra, tarn infr^ 
quam extra scitum^ septnm, ambitum, eircuitum et 
precrnctQm-dieti nuper Prioratds exi^tentla, eidem: 
super Prioratui^spectanlia- et pertinentia ae parcellas- 
snde exrstentia, Aceclam omnia ilia Maneria nostra? 
de BarnestapoU, Pylton, Strechton et Ingestowe 
aMs Instowe, cum eorum membris et pertinentiis^ 
c^ni\^ersis9 in Comitatu preedicto, dieto nuper Priora- 
tui spectantiB et pertinentia^ Neenon totam Rec-- 
toriam nostram Ecclesiae Paroobialls de BarnestapoU:: 
oum suis juribofi et pertinentilfi universis, in Gomitatu::' 
prsedicto, dieto nuper Prioratui appropriatam, spec— 
tantem et pertinentem et Advocacionem, Donacionem- 
et Jus Patrohati^» ejusdem Eeelesise et Yicariee ibi- 
diem, Ac duo Molendlna nostra aquatica, vocata^ 
Port Mylles, cum pertinentiis in BarnestapoU prse- 
dict& et Pylton in'Gomitfiitu prasdicto, eidem nuper 
Prtcrratul 'speetantia et pertinentia, Necnon tottrai;> 
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Boscum nostrum, vocatiim Morikewode cum peftf- 
tientiis in Marwode, Ac totam Boscum nostrunl vo* 
catum Ternewode cum pertinentiis In Pylton, et 
omnia Ufa Terras et Tenementa nostra cum p6rtineii« 
tiis in Ingestowe, in Comitatu prisedlcto^ dicto nupeif 
Prioratni spectantia et pertineutia, Necnon unam 
Annuitatem sive annualem Pencionein Centum Soli- 
dorum exeuntem de Vlcarid sive EcclesiA de Barne< 
stapoll pr8Rdict& in Comitatu pfasdicto, quam Vicarind 
ibidem pro tempore existente annuatim solrere con- 
suevit dicto nuper Prioratui, et unam Annoitatem 
$ive annualem Pencionem Centum Solldorum exe« 
untem de Ecciesi& sive Recto ri& de Georgeham ali&d 
Ham Sancti Georgii, in Comitatu prsedicto, quam 
Rector ibidem dicto nuper Prioratui annuatim solvere 
consuevit, Ac unam Annultaterti sive annualem Pen- 
cionem Triginta Solidorum exeuntem de RectoriA 
sive Ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum de Fremyngton, 
in Comitatu praedicto, quam Rector ibidem dicto 
nuper Prioratui annuatim solvere cOnsuevit, Ac 
unam Annuitatem sive annualem Redditum Quadra- 
ginta Solidorum j^xeuntem de Castro, Dominio vel 
Manerio sive Burgo de Barnestapoll in Comitatu 
praedicto, quaei dicto nuper Prioratui de Barnesta- 
poll solvi con^iievit, solvendam ad Festum Sancti 
Micbaelis Archangeli, per manus receptoris, ballivi, 
fiirmariorum sive nliorum occupatorum ibidem pro 
tempore existente^ Necnon omnia alia maneria, me- 
suagia, terras^ tenementa, molendinai prata, pas' 
ciias, pasturasV boscos, subboscos, redditus, rever- 
sion's, servtcia, anhuitates, firmas, feodi firman, 
war das, marita^la, escaetas, relevSa, aquas, stagna^. 
Vivaria, v.arennas, commnnias, piscarias, penciones^, 
porciones, decimas, oblaciones, curias letas, visua 
franciplegii, ac omnia quae ad vi0um franeiplegii per- 
tinent, et alia jura, juirisdictionek, libertates, pos" 
sessiones et here^it^menta nostra quaercunque, tSlm 
temporalia qui^m spiritu^lia, cujoscunqute sint gene- 
ris, naturae vel speciei, sen quibuscunque nominibus 
censeaniur vel Cognoscantuf , cum iSufs juiibus, 
membris, pertlnentiis ^ commoditfttfbus qiaibus- 
ounque,' scituata, Jacentia* et exlstentia in vfflitf 
camt)is,;*'parocfaiis seu hameilettfs de BardestapbH^ 
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Pylton, Bradford, Strechtos, Weth«rig€, Delbr%ew 
Follyngote,. Nethercote, (nstowey Ccllecote, Mar- 
wode, Crede,, Georgeham allies Sancti Georgii, West 
Ansty, WoUey Downe, Sbyrewell, Heawnlon Pon* 
cherdon. Est HakendeD^ Berynarber, Chalocombe, 
Langtre, Kyntesbary, Keymelond, Stoke Ryrers^ 
Potyngdon et Fremyngtoij, in Comitala praedicto, 
seu alibi ubicon^^,. dicto nnper Prioratai qiiOTis- 
modo pertinentia. sive spectantia^ ad«6 pien^ et In- 
tegra ac in tain amplls modo et formd prout Robevtu* 
Thome, nuper Ptior dictinuperPriorat&sde Barne- 
fltapoU aut predecessores sen prioresejnsdem loci, m 
jureprioratilksilliusv qnarto die Febynarii, anno regni 
nostrj vicesimo septioio, ant nnquam anted,, omnia et 
singnfe prasmissa euni pertinentiis iiabuerunt, tenne* 
runt vel gaviislfueroint,, habnit, tenuitvel gavisusfuit^ 
ant habere debnerant veL debnit, ac ade6 plen^ et 
Integra et in tarn ampUs* modo et £orm&, pront ea 
omnia et singula priemissa ad manus nostras ratione 
et pretextu cnjusdam ActAs de qnibns monasteriis, 
abbatiis, prioratibus et domibos religiosis dissolvendis,, 
in Parliamento nostro apnd Londinum, tereio die No- 
Viembris anno regni nostri vicesimo primo inchoatov 
et deihde usque Westmonasterium adjornato, et per 
diversas prorogaoiones usque ad et in qnartnm diem 
Februarli anno regni nostci vicesimo septiroo con* 
tihuato,, et tunc ibidem tento, inter aMa editi et pro- 
visi,. dieveneriint seu devenire debuerant, ac in^ 
manibui? nostrisi jam existunt aut exist ere debent. 
ET ULTERIUI^,, Damns et per prssentes conoedlmns^ 
praefatb Willelma D^^snina Howard et Dominie Mar- 
garets, Uxori ejusi Rectoriagt Eedeske Parochialism 
de Totenbam cuar pertinentiis, in Gomitatn nostro* 
'Middlesex, nuper Pcior^tui Sancta Trinitatis Lon- 
don. ;mo<^o dissolute speotantem et pertinentem, et 
Advocacionem, Donacibneni' et Jus PatronatAs ejus- 
dem Ecclesise et Yicarix ibidem,. Ac omnia maneria^ 
mesuagia, domos, edificia, orrea, terras, tenemental 
boscos, redditus, reversipnes, servioia, decimas, ob. 
laciones, obventqs, penciones, porciones, curias et 
alia jura, jnri^dicciones, libertates, possessiones, ei 
bereditamenta nostra quaecunque, tam spiritualiar 
quam.temporalia, cnjuspunque sint generis, nftturss* 
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wA speciei^ s^u quiboscuiiqtle *uon(iiaibd« G'msestAtnp • 
"^el oo^DosCantnr, cum suis juribus, niembiris, P^'"/ 
tmentiiset commoditatibus qaibuscanque, sOitaata,- 
jaeentia et existentla in villi^ loote, eampiiSy paro« 
nhlis et hamelleitis Ae Totenham prsedletA et Bdelme- > 
ton, in praedicte ComHattt MiddleseK. dicto nnper ' 
Rriorattti Sanetae Trinitatis London, qaovismodo 
pertinen4ia sWe spec^taiflia, adeb plede et integre ac 
in tam amp^Hs modo et formA, prout. Nieholaas Han- 
cok, nnper Prior dicti nuper Prioratt^ Saiictafc Trini- 
tatis aut predecessores sen priores «jn«dem nnper 
Priorat6s, in jure PrioratAs illius, tempore dissolu* 
cienis ejusdem nuper Priarat6s, aut ante^, ilia ha- ^ 
A>ueruQt tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenoit - 
Vel gaT46U« fult, «eu habere debuerunt vel debuit. 
DAMUS eeiam et per presentes e4»needimi»s praefato 
Willelmo Domino Howard et Bominas Margareta?, 
tJxori ejus, ^isum iranciplegii, ac omnia quae ad 
irisum franciplegii pertinent, cataHa felonum, fugiti- 
^oruniyUtlagatorom et dampnatorura, felonum de se 
«t deodanda^n omnibus et singulis praedietis maneriis, 
4ecrls, tenements et esteris praemissis et in quMibot 
«eorunden pareelU, Quaequidem omnia et singula 
praemissa, «uped^per praesentes concessa, cum per- 
tiueotlifi, «unt .clan valoris Centum quinquaginta 
^uiiif[«ie4ibraruq(i, quatuor solid orum et sex denari- 
oium ^^r annun^, et non uUtk, HABENDUM et 
tenendum <Domum et Scitum prsedictum, ac maneria, 
«Besuagia^ terras ae cetera omnia et singula piaemissa 
fiuperl&s specjfieata cum pertinentiis, prasfato Wil- 
aelmo Domino Howard et,I)pminae Margaretae, Vxom 
«jus, et haeredibus de carporfbus eorum inter ^eos 
iegitim^ procreatis, et pro ^efeetn ^faujusmodi exitifts, 
fieraanere Inde;, liaMredibiis lie^orpare dicti 'IKUMlfiii 
Domtai Howard iegittime procreAtis, TENENDUM 
•de nobi^ Hxredibus et Successoribua nfestris, in 
-Capite, per Seryioium JiAHitare, videlicet, per deci- 
inam partem serviioii nnioe f eodi Militis, ac per 
Redditum viginti unius tibn^arnm annuatim notnts 
}Iaeredibus<et Successorjbos nostvis, ad OuFiam Aug- 
anentadioninii Revenclonum Coronae nostra, ad Fes* 
tam ^aneti Michaelis Archangeli, Soly^ndum, pro 
omnibus serviciis^ exaccionibus et demandis quibus- 
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cnnqiie, d^, in, aut pro, pramissis' quovismodo facf* 
euAi% exigendM) solvendis vel redd^ndi^, ET UL- 
TEUEIIUS, Daniu« et per Preseotei^ eoncedimas prv- 
fato Willelitto Domino Howard, Exiios, RevMicioftea 
et Proficua premisgomolly & Festa AnnuDciaoionis 
Beats Marie Virginia, ano^ retgni nostri vicesima 
aeptimo, bocu^que provenieDt^s ftive crescentesy 
HABENDUM etdem WiUelm^ Domino Howard, ex 
dono nostrOy absque eompoto seu aliquo alio promde 
nobis, Haredibus vel Soccessoribus nostris, quoiris* 
modO reddendo, solvendo vel faciendo. E6 qu6d 
expressa Mencio, &c. IN CUJUS, <&c. T. R. apud 
Weatmonasterinm IX. die Marcii. Per ipmvfk Re^em 
et de daU praedictA, &c. 
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(5) Referirea to frouh p'. 146. 

BiMoplHef^ry MurshhilPs Approprtaitofi ^f 
Otterton Church,, and others, A. JD^ 1205. 

£ Castamali de Otterton/ penes Rev. Duke ¥ong;e. 

OmntbtMs etc. HENRICUS Dei gratii Exonie Epi^r 
oopus Salutera. Ad universitatis vestre perVeniat 
notitlam qubd nos Karitatis intuitu, x^oncessimus De^ 
^t Eedesie Sancti Miehaeljs de Monte in Perioule 
Maris et Monaehis ibidem Deo ser vientibus^ nd pe<- 
regrittorum et hospitum susceptionem, Eeclesias se* 
^uentes in. Episeopatu nostro cohstitutas, cCim prifme 
racaverint, in proprios usussuos, in puram et per- 
petuam eleemosynam, habendas et pogsidendas cnq^ 
pertinenciis suis, vidt. EecTesiapi de Otrint cum 
capelift snk de Lahedreland^ Ecclesiam de Sitbe- 
muge, Ecclesiam. de Articumb, Ecclesiam de Har- 
peford, et, iii CornubiA, Ecclesiam de Morres et 
£cclesiam Sancti Hilarii, SalvA hone^t^ sustentation, 
Capellanornm Ecclesiis lllis deserviehtium, qui ni * ! 
et Successorlbns npstris de Episcopalibus re* . , 
deanti Salvis eclam nostrls jure et auctoritate 
<eopali in omnibus. Et ut bee nostra concessio r 
inconcussa permaneat in perpetuum, eam pre 
Bcripto et sigilli nostri appensione confirmavimu^. 
Dat. Criton pridie Kal. Septembris, Pontificatds 
nostri anno XI lo. Hiis testibus Galtero et Henrico 
Cornubleet Exonie Archidiaconis, et ceteris* 
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Referable to p. 60. 

JSmll of Pope ifmocent IV. to the Fremon- 

$iraten$ian Order. 

E Regist. Bronescombe, fo. 87. 

INNOCENTIU8 Rpi80opu§, Servus Servorum 
Dei, dUectifl filiia Abbati PremoBstratensi et universis 
Abbatibus, Propositi^ et Fratribua Premonstratensis 
OrdiDis, Salutem et Apostolicam BeDedictionem. 
Paci et tranquilitati vestre ac Monasterioruin et 
loeoram vestroram PaternA volentes in posterom sol- 
Ueitadine proridere, aactoritate vobis Preseneiani 
indolgeinus, ut nulle litere Apostoliee vel Legatorum 
ApoatoUce Sedfs, que contra vos vel Monasteria seu 
Loc^a vestra obtente fueriot, aliqaam optineant fir- 
mltatem. nee earum auctoritate conveniri possitis, 
nisi expreasam de Premonstratensi Ordine et h&c 
Indalgentidfeeerint mentionem. NuUi ergoomnind 
hominiliceatlianc paginam nostra Coneessionis con- 
fringere, vei ei ansa temerario contraire* - Si quis 
aotem hoc attemptare presumpserit, indignatlonem 
Omnipotentis Dei et Beatorum Petri et Pauli, Apos- 
tolorom ejus, se noverit incursurum. Datum Lug- 
dnni pridie KaU Junii, Pontificates nostri anno Yllo. 

This Pope governed the Church from 1)^43 to 1254. 
He called the Thirteenth General Council, at Lyons, 
in 1245. 
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Referable to p 61. 

Bulla Pricilegii quam exhibuit Gulielmus 
Norton, Abbas de Torre. 

E 2. Regist BrantyBgbam» fo. 26. 

MARTIN US Episcopus, Servus Servoram Dei, 
dilectis filiU Abbati et Conventui de Torre, OrdiDis 
Premonstratensis, Exoniensis Dioces. Salutem et 
Apostolieam Beoedictionem. Religionis vestre per- 
movet hoDestas, at petiliones vestras, qaantilm iu 
Deo possnmus, ad exauditioais gratiam, admittamus. 
Hinc est qu6d vestris snpplicationibus indiDati et 
ecclesits vestris de Bradewortli et Bodond, Scheft- 
beare, Touostall, Hanok et Scytesbrok Exon. 
et LidcoId. IHoc. quas in nstis proprios tos as* 
seritis optinere, in qaibus ordinate sunt Vicarie et 
perpetui Vicarii instituti, lieeat nobis cedentibus vel 
4eeedentibus ipsarum Ecolesiarnm Vicarias per duos 
de vestris Canonicis Sacerdotes ydoneos singulis 
JScclesiis facere deserviri, quorum unum ntriqne 
Diocesano Episeopo presentetis, qui ei de Spirituali- 
bus, vobis autem de Temporalibus et Ordinis obser- 
vanti4 debeat respondere; dumOdo ipsis Sacerdo- 
tibas tanti^m de ipsaram Ecclesiarum proventibus 
relinquatur, nt Diocesanis desnis juribus respondere 
valeant et universa onera ipsis Eeclesiis incambentia 
supportare, Auctoritate ApostolicA et tenore pre- 
•encium indulgemus. Nalli igitur omnin6 homini 
lieeat banc paginam nostre concessionis infrin- 
gere autanso temerario coiitraire. Si quis autem 
hoc attemptare presumpserit, indignafionem Omni- 
potentis Dei et Beatornm Petri et Panli, Aposto- 
loram ejus, se noverit incursnram. Datum apud 
Urbem. 

This bull, without date, is probably one of Pope 
Martin's the Fourth^ and issued between the years 
l^Sl and 1285. Iti fo. 71. of the same Register, is a 
«milar Grant of Pope Gregory's XI. dated IS. Kal. 
Sept. A. 6. Pontif. circ. 1376. 



Referable to pp. 94—5—6. 

Uishop Grandisson^s Ordinance respecting 
the Constitution of the Hospital of SS. 
John Baptist, ami John Evangelist, in 
Exeter* 

E 1. l^egist. 6raxidisson» fo, 184. 

Unirersis Sanctis Alatris Ecciesie flliis pretioso 

Christ! sangoine redemptis, JOHANNES, it^raci- 

one ejilsdem, Exonie Episoopus, salotem in eo qmwt 

omni vera sahis. Uniyersitati vestre innotescimua 

per pre8eD;tes qaM, in principiis nostre Promociooift 

ad eoram. regiminig Pastoralis cai presidemus licet 

imoieriti, Ho«pitale SS. Johannis Baptiste ac Jolian-* 

nlft Evangelists in Civi4ate Eixonie^ Fundacionk ac 

Patronatdto Episcopalis, ita desolataoft comperimos, 

qn6d nt in eo,. imieum fratreoi Pre;^byterum habitiuft 

deferentem et . paaoos infirmos inveninus ^eenm-- 

bentes: cujqs desolaeioni non medioeriter eompa* 

elentesr,' sanotamque Keligionem in eodem pleniiis 

planfare ad laudem et honorem Alti8»imi et Sancto* 

rnm snorum predieiorum votivis affectibns eapientes, 

et mediantibus ope et auxilio Executoram Testament 

torum Thome et Waltefi Seoundi Pre.decessoroai 

nostrorum Exonie EpifiCop<^Qm, u^non nobilis 

quondam viri Willelmi Martyn, Numerum Quinque 

Fratrutn Sacerdotum ibidem Deo famulanciMm>.uiiiHO 

eorum in Priorem prefici^ndo, ouram animarum 

Confratrum, el Panperum dioti Hospitalis, ut anti- 

quiti!is fieri consuevit, committendo, . ad divinl eiAHis 

aogmetttum, et Duodecim-^pauperum itrftrmoram* 

Hecpon Oeto puerorum paup^rum cum Magistjro ad 

eos in Grammaticis instruendum, de consensu dilec* 

torum ' filiorum Decani et Capiiuli Ecciesie nostre 

Cathedralis Exonie,. prout in altia literis^ nostris pie- 

njCis eominetur, perpetual iter curavimus oordinare ; 

predicto^que Fratres Ordinem et Observanoiam &e- 



^ule S^ncti AugustiQi, ad laudem et hoaorem ejas- 
Viem Domini nostri Jesu Christ! necnoh Johaonis 
ejas Evang^eliste et Apostoli preditecti, ordiDavima^ 
et fecimas profiteri. Dehinc quia, propter defectum 
proprii Cemiterii, omnia in dieto Hospital! deeeden- 
^lum fuaera ad comnxrae Cirltatis Poliandram jqxta 
Ecdesiam Catbedralem, non sine magno labore fra- 
trum et tedio et OfBci! Divini Impedimento ac allis 
distractionibuSy humanda deferri consueTerant, Vp- 
ientes tarn piam opus ac Religionem^ sic per nos plan- 
tatam, uberidis promovere et solidare, ipsorumque 
Religlosorum devocionem ad ipsam Eeclesiam et 
Locum eundem in quo vivere smit profess!, et t^m 
ipsi qn^m infirm! et pauperes snpradicti sacra Ecele- 
«!ast!ca recipere eonsueti, ferrenc!i)is excitare, Ec* 
desiam diet! Hospitalis et quandam Aream infra 
-cepta eJHsdem, prefate Ecdesie contiguam, un«L com 
Interior! Ambitu dicte Eedesie cum parte Clanstri et 
Oapituli, faabito priOis super hoc tractatu cum dilectis 
in Cbristo filtis Decano et Capitulo Eedesie nostre 
Cathedfalis predicte, et nullo pro tunc contradicente, 
iisststentibasque nobis quibnsdam ejusdem Ecclesfe 
nostre Canonicis, pro sepulturft Prioris, Fratrum et 
Pauperum predictoruminibi obtinendii, dedicavimus, 
et pro Priore, Fratribus et Pauperibus supradictis 
liberam et ab omn! onere quietam secundum Sanctos ' 
Canones concessimus et per presentes concedimus Se- 
paltnram : juribns nostris et Eedesie nostre Cathe- 
4faralfs prediete^ ^uo&d alios sepulturam inibi eligentes, 
in omnil^us semper salvis. In cujus rei testimonium 
presentes literas sigilli nostri appensione fecimus 
4H>mmoniri. Datum in Manerio nostro de Chudde- 
legh altimo die Mensis Marcii A. D. MCCGLIV et 
Consiecracionis nostre XXVIIo. 
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Referable to p. 98. 

Archbishop PeckhanCs Letter to Bishop 
Quivil, concerning the Observance of a 
Papal Indull. 

E Reglst. Quivil, fo. IIS. 114. 

Anno MCCLXXXL— XVII. Kal. Deeembris apod 
Clyst, Inspeximus Literas Domiai CantuarleosU id- 
frascriptas, Literas Apostolidas in se contineutee;^ 
sub hkc foripA verborum. 

'< Frater JOHANNES permissione Diyinii C^ntoa* 
riensis Ecclesie Minister humilisy totius Aoglie Pri* 
mas, Conservator PrivilegioruiB Ordinis Fratrom Mi- 
norum, Venerabili Fratri, Dei gratiik, Eptecopo 
Exonie, Salutem et fraterne caritatis continuum in- 
crementum. Noyeritis nos Literas Sancte memorie 
Domini Ciementis Quarti, quondam Summi Pontifieis, 
Don canoeliatas, non abolitas, jaoc ia sui parte aliqud 
cancellatas, in subs<;ript4 verborumserie, iospexisse.^' 

CLEMENS Episcopus, Servus Servorum Dei, dilee- 
tis filiis Generali Ministro et Fratribus universis Ordi- 
nis Fratrum Minorum^ Salutem et Apostolieam Bene- 
dictionem. Quidam> temer^ sentientes et ad sobrieta- 
tem sapere nescientes, imprudeoter asserere presu- 
inunt,qu6d de lieentilk vel commissione ac conoessione 
Romani Pontificis, seu Legatorum Sedis Apostolice 
vel Ordinariorumlocorum, vos sine Sacerdotum Pa- 
rochialium Jicenti4 et assensn non potestis iibere pre- 
dicare populis, audire confessioneSy absolvere Peni- 
tentes ac Penltentias injungere salutares. Nos vo* 
lentes assertionem tam temerariam penitds confutare 
et elncidare in talibus Veritatem, deliberatione pro* 
vid& deciaiamus, qu6d si vobis detur licentia, com* 
mittatur seu coneedafur k Legatis Predicte Sedis aut 
Ordiaariis locorum (nedum k Romano Pontifice, de 
' quo proculdubio est erroneum dubitare«) ut hi omnes 
sine aticujtis consensu, im5 et invitis quibuslibet 
hujusmodiy concedere possint potestatem populis 
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Legatis et Ordinariis sobjecdSy eisdem liber^ pre-* 
dioare potestia, aadire confesaiones, absolvere yobis 
confitentes et penitencias robis coDfitentibus iDJun* 
g;ere salatares, aliomm Ministrorum, Prelatorum et 
Rectorum Ecclesiaruin ac Saeerdotum Parocbialiinn 
aasensQ nallatentis reqnisfto ; illis casibas exceptU, 
qui dejnre, consaetudine sea retentione ab eis spe- 
cialiter facta, sed Sedi Apostolice et Ordioarfis pre* 
dictis speciaiiter relinqauDtur, ad quas non licet vos 
extendere, nisi vobis speciaiiter committattir. Ide- 
6qae auctoritate Apostolic& districciilks inhlbemas, 
ne qdisque saper biis vel eorum aIiqi:^o, vos vel 
aliquem yestrilm, aut et confitentes yobis, vel ad 
predfcationes vestras forsitan accedentes, contra 
predictam dedafationis formam aliqaatends moles- 
tare presumat; Decementes Nos, Irritnm et inane 
quicqnid k qnopiaiB contra declarationem et inbi* 
bitionem hujas contigit attemptari. NnlK igitnr 
bomini liceat banc paginam nostre dedarationis et 
eonstitntionis infrlngere, vel ei ausn temerario con- 
traire. Si quis iMitem hoe attemptare presompserit, 
indlgnationem Omnipotentis Dei et Beatomnt Petri 
et Panii, Apostolorum ejus, 6e noverit incnrsurum. 
Datani Perils XII. KaL Julii, PontificatAs nostri anno 
prfmo. 

** Hojns fgitar auctoritate Mandati, Fraternitatem 
vestram reqarrimus et hortamnr^ lie predictos Fratr^s 
contra Indoitam hujasmodi permittatis k qnocamque 
Sabditorom veiitf drum impedfri vel indebtt^ moles - 
tari ; qtiibns tiniversis et singolis Sab pen& Excom- 
manicationis, ne hoc clam vel palam^ directs vel 
indirect^, facere andeant, prohibemas. Datam 
apud Slygdon VII. KalV Angusti, Anno Domini 
MCCLXaXI) PontificatAa nostrl anno secnndo/' 
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Referable to p. 99. 

The following Document, most beautiful^ 
written in foL 128, of jSronescombe^s Me^ 
gister, contains a Grant of the Vw 4^ m 
Uhrary to the Franciscan Convent, nv 
Bxeter. 

Scii^nt preset) tes et futuri,. qniA ego Frater Wil-- 
Jelmus (}e Tukebire^ tunc Guardiaaus Ordlni^ idixiO' 
rum ^Exonie^ et eja^dem Loci Conventa^, Cartam 
Magiiitri RogerideThori9»tunQ j^rchidiaconi Eiiomer 
In boni. prosp^i-jtate conatitntii «u0Gepiinu/» in ber 
verba.. 

*- Noscat presens Efas sclatque fufura. VoaieniaSr 
qnbd ego Rogerus de ThoriSy^N^ tu^e Arcbidiaconiis 
Exonie, in.bon(l mentis et corporis prosperitate con- 
stitutBS, inesd^dabiiem fruetum per Fratares MiQore» 
^i Predicatores, animarum saluti et sabditorqm.iioiB-' 
trorum et aliorum correctione insistentes, jugite,r ^t 
Peo Creatofi npstro oontinud fs^ujenien. in Ecele- 
sik Dei, provenientem coo^ldeKanSy caril^tive dedi^ 
.conce&siet presently scripture. tneote^tiaionk)conjQ|'- 
mayi Cjooimmoilai^ Fratrujja Aljn^rum, in Civitate' 
.pxQQlcpre^entibus «t futiiris, i(aippori]buj .^minQ- 
r^Uiuxiv tlsum Librorumsubscjripto^uiD ; S^lyo.^x^-^ 
.dijOfit^ribus Civitatis.ejusdem ipsorum LibrprAam ^sxj^r 
pe^.paf te^ et ad lempuf^ cum indigiijeripty ilifni tamen 
ydoneei. cpmo^l etab&q^y^ iiii]^pf^iQf9(iptp ^nptaljil^ se» 
manifesto id fieri poterit ; Dominio eorundem libro^ 
rum mihi dum vixero, omni tempore,, reservato; et^ 
me decedente, dominium predictorum librorum ad 
Decanum Majoris Ecclesie Exonie, qui pro tempore 
fuerit et ad CapituUim transeat immediate ;. ita tamen 
quod non liceat ulli viventi dictos libros vendere^ 
donare, impignorari, vel aliquo modo alienare veL 

* Roger de Thoris beer me Dean of Exeter \a ItlO, uud died four yenrs afteir^ 
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€tiam ad alios wsiisciottVertere; Et sunt hii librl de 
qobram usa supriel fit mentfo, sciUcct, Primum vo^ 
Utmeu P^»/«/eeict-Titem, primum Volumen Hisfori' 
iiHum^--Hem, primtJtm volumen Prop^dfarwiii— item, 
MMheu9 et Marcus ib uno volamine — iiemy quinque 
iibri ScUomaniff in lino volumine — iten!, Actus Apos- 
ff^i^^rum ei Canonice^ cum Apocalipsi m «no 
•VoluTnitie— item, primum volumen Otiginalium AU* 
^usHM^-Ai^my ierHum VoL Summe Frairis Aleup^ 
mndri\' sitper SenlenitaSy In quo est tertius liber et 
"magna pars quart! Sehtentfaram^— item, Summa 
Stagi^M * ffillelmi de AuccereX — item, magne 
thncordaniie PredHcatorum in uno Vol. — item, 
Po8tiUe% super omnes Ubros- Hisiorialesy prefer 
librum MoLcchabeorum in uno Vol. — item, Postille 
super Psalterium in diversts locis secundum frairem 
£hAgonem Cardinalem\\ cum ihematibus per ioium 
annum et cum queslionibus Philippi Cancellarii Pa- 
risiensisy que sic Incipiunt, Fad am in agrum^ in uno 
Vol. — item, Disiinctiones Philtppi Cancellarii Pa- 
risiensis super Psalierium cum Summa sermonum 
subtilium que ineipit, Quasi dilnculo — item, Psal- 
ierium Bononiense glosaium. Quicumque hane Do- 
nationem meam qualitercunque immutare presump- 
serit in futurum, Dei Omnipotentis maledietionem 
ineurrat: Datum die Purifieationis, Anno Domini 
MCCLXVI." 

Quam quidem Cartam et ejus formam totam in 
omnibus ar ticulis suls gratanter aeceptantes, bon^ fide 
eidem promittimus et tarn nos quam nobjfs succes- 
guros, testimonio scripture presentis teneri denun- 
eiamns et denunciabimus et cum effeetu curabimus ad 
omnium et »in^ulorum in Cartd memorat^ conten- 
torum obseFvationem fldelem et perpetuam. £t ut 



* ubaudiy Epistolte, 

t Alexander of Hales, a natire of Gloucestersbire and an eminent 
Divine und Canonist, of the Franciscan Order. He died at Paris in 1245. 

' I Bishop of Auzerre: he flourished in the middle of the 13th Century. 

§ A Gloss or Commentary. 

li Hugo de SanctoCiaro, in Burgundy^ was of the Dominiean Order,, aad 
was made Cardinal in 1244. 
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iod^ major fiat aecuritas, concedimus pro nobis ei 
fratribns faturis, qaM in fini cojoalicet anni reyolati, 
memoratas Decanas quicumqae pro tempore foerit 
post mortem prefati ArcbidiacoBi, cum atiqoo ex 
parte Capituli ad hoc deputatOy super premisaie factto 
et coQcessis exammatioDem faciat in domo Dostri 
diligeater, per qaam &i quid contra tenorem prefate 
carte inveniatar attemptatnm, iUud sine more, dis- 
pendio, per eandem Decanom cum consilio Capitali 
sui revocatar ad statum debitam, ordinatom et boni 
fide promissQip. In cujus rei te^timoninm present! 
Scripto, siglllum menm un4 cam sigillo ConveotAa 
nostri fecimns apponi. Datttm die Parificationi» 
Anno DominikMCCLXVL 
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ft^feraUe to p. lo2. 

Mishap JEdmnnd Lucy^s Sermon, deliter^d tH 
the Chapter Hbuse of the Dominican Con^ 
tent, in Exeter, on the I6lh of August , 
A. D. 1141, before u &eHeral Chdpter of 
the Orders 

Ascend it de I^eserto deiiciis afl^uens. 

Canticorum Vllto. CapitulOj et pro Themate As* 
ft'drnptionis hodiernd. 

Pireclart Domini &c Patres £^ciesi^ Mirabiles Ati- 
l^licane^ pfelucidi t^redieaiores^ Ar^bipk*edicatoreS) 
bostrunl (j^licunl) nbstrum Dominum lii iactibus 
ierarchteis imttant^s^ ihatu^ Vbs hortamiir ad ^seh- 
sQni pto themate ^Udiund. Ascendit eninl Chrisfus 
hosier legifer pr^libattls in imbtiteiti ui Doctor et Pre- 
dicatdr. Asc^ddit l^eundo in monteiii ut devdtissi- 
tnus Orator —Asi^endit tertid dalvari^ ^uhihiitiaieM 
nt vigilantissinius Speculator^ Cilth igiiiil^ Predica- 

.loriset iSpeculatoris boncurirtini bfficid^ v6^ Pf0dica- 
tores i^Xnortbr ad speculUin ascehdehdum ad tali«l 
videllbet pericula previd^nda, ad remedia providenda 
Isii ad sUffragia capid8Si§ndd7— primum pertinens ad sb- 
liditddinekn — sebbbduhi ad discretioneih — tertium ad 

, deV^ociobem. Bp^t^utatori eniih tibb boiigruit tern- 
poribus nunti peribulosis in IbciS latebirosis dortniref 
8ed in loco ekninehciofe Mare ei ihibiihenc^ia peiricula 
atibunciat^ he quid peribuli eihek*gat iqnod hbii {)t*b- 
Videatbli^i terribil^m- bomihi fiiubiturub setitenfia'ni 
fe^echlelU tef^tlo ^* Speculatorum dedl te'' <&c. et bapi- 
tulb XXXlltd;/^ Si Speculator viderit gladium veni^ 
entetn et tabti ins6hUerit bhccina, venerlt^ ; gl^dib^i 
tbierit eukn iste^ ih ihiquitale Capttis est, ^anguin^hi 
aiitem ejus de maha §peculla1bris teqUiratVi." As- 
cendite ergo ad profundaiii . Sacfe Sc^fptlire i6t^ni- 
geoci^in et tales ad apio^m in eh decorates in ho6 
iatfli tesifti CiipHuhiri Cbiicilidr eligatk^ qui ai 



morM dt gcfontiatn optitne sunt indoHsy Hoti pfop6^' 
nendo Ooliardloft'* cantores, ineptulos autt coma- 
tolas Patrfi et sanguine' convictos — ^tate^ ib(|uam ia- 
aititodine Scripturarnm* kidonabunt buccin^, previ- 
debunt spiritAs pericula 6t providebunt r&mefdia; set 
tanta est emineneia* intelligeneie' que irnpil^natur,- 
tanta cautela culpe qtie impugnatur, tanta- latencia"^ 
spiritnalis pla^ qoe aggravat, qutrKT neO qtii^quam" 
nnqnaln reperfetor tam sciolos mitstultus qui possit 
contra malignantes in Ecctesiam sattctam sine oraei- 
onum suffragiis effieaciter' subsisfere. Ideo com' 
CartusiensibuSy ut refer! Jacobus de Losaun&, prope 

••••••.... bujus festi in vigilid inparr^Gran- 

gi4 pernoctantibus post artain panis et aque sump-' 
cionem cum ciliciis ad nudam humum soporantibus^^ 
bor^ Ordinis consuetSi surgentibus, matutinas decan- 
tantibus cum " Felix namqae" usque ad Versum de-- 
eursoy indicibili suavitate vox auditur Angelica, clar^ 
personans ** Ora pro populo, &c." Et uos in Colla- 
eionis exordio oremus pro Principibus et Populo,> 
pro Capite Ecclesie et Clero,- pro Femineo Sexu ad^ 
Ecclesiam devoto, et pro dormlentJbus et Fidellbus 
viventibus, ut post seculi desertum celestibus possint 
aiBuere deliciis,- pro cdtnm&ndarf constietis et aliis- 
vobis et michi necei^sariis, dicat quilibet Orationem' 
Dominicam, non omittendo salutareiH !lVf arfam. 

Ascendit de deserfo deliciis affluens — ubf sfupra* 
Bominus Hugo exponens illud Divi Dionysii de ce-- 
lesti lerarchiA *^ non solum in superpositis et subjec-- 
tis animis; sed equ^ potentibus ipsa lex definitur^'- 
dicit qu5d in superioribns et inferioribns et in paribns^ 
Angelis et hominibus Ha constituta est lex, ut qui^' 
minores sunt, minor^s-iH^minent, cum alia sit dig-- 
nitas superpositorum, alili mediomm, alia subjec- 
torum ; sic alia virtus est pritnoriim, alia mediocrium,- 
alia ulti'morum. Primi ceteris provident, mcdii in 
equalibus concordiam.retinent,- inferiores superiores^ 
itnitantur et cum eis copulam-.teiient« videlicet, in^ 
ferioribus spiritibus querentibus •* Qcfis esjt, &c. " qui 
ascendit de Edom, tinctis vestfbus de Bosra : iste 
formosus in s{ol& su&:" sic in mirificA et glorified 

* .Goliardus, n BuITooDi a Juggler — ^see SpeUnflii's Glossaf j;. 
f: Comatulft — a silly coxcomb. 



hodid assumpsione, questioni noii ighofaticidni ^ivS 
adniirantinni petentium, Canticoram VIo; capituld; 
" Que est ista, q[ue pfdgreditur quasi diirora consuri 
gens, pulora ut hind, Electa ut sol, terribiiia dt cfas- 
troruni dcies ordindtd?" resporidetui^ per l*hertatW 
verba, clujiis s^nsus planus est cuiictis Christlcolisj 
Qu5d *^ Asdendit de desertd delicils dfflueiis." . Iri 
Ijuibn^ verbis tria se offerunt elucidandd^ fidefjicdt^ 
puritatis Virgiiialis, decehs subllniacidi VanitatU 
ihundiaiis pdteds superacio^ sadctltatis internalis fdr- 
yens jueundatio. Priniuni ibty dsc^jidif : S^cuHdiini 
ibii de deserto : Terliuni ibU deliciU (xffluBns \ decens 
Subliniadid piiriisltig dptatur in verbd ascendU, quia 
cLsdendit spi^cioS'^i Infiiiisl ilalcdndd — ascendii slu* 
dios^ media reforniando et ascendit gloriosi, Siitiimd 
tradsvolaiido. * I ncombustud rubus efat ratione tgried 
tiufiidtls— efai Vellus Gedeonift i-attone Saci^atd feciin- 
ditatis (it erat yeilus aureiini Jasdnis fsitidrie bdbilis- 
i^lnid £lud fadiosd, dlaritatis. . Qui ided' proterv^' 
dpioidne ^eprobft intuuiituf fuscai-e ejus Coucepfi- 
dnem^ orasna cdnipescant, etqui intuuntuf maculard 
^jus coriversationem obniutescant et qui nolunt ejus 
Assuiiipsionis exituih exaltare, perpetiid delitescant. 
Virginea ejus puritas prim^ transpareris dt ^nim^ 
diaphon> puicritudinem exeedit oniniuni rdruni ter- 
i^enafnni liieritd id Loco hodi^ i-epdnltdf tibi est 
** Species et gloria Stellarum" fedfcle'siastici; ('49o. 
lOO) In quibiis reibis notantur irid— Doctor dupfe- 
hids dulifctdhurdi §ic et amenus-^SpetieB ce/t— Finig 
serends (}uein ^uerit quisque tdrrenus-^flr/orta.— 
Celorum deeds Rex Reguni luniide ceciuS'—sieUaruni: 
Ex pHmo progreditur oidnfs ptilcritudd — ^in secutidd 
(jernitdr dmnis quietude ; ei tertio, promittttur pd- 
t^ndie plenitddd. Primdiri probatuf ex Ldctahtid 
lib. Il,#ubi sic ^*terfrfni ^tablH funddnientd i^uS- 
^etidit, ^ui delurri dtstidxit astris fulgeiitibuS ifi Srgu- 
rhedtbm unice majesfaltis qui possetf eiEtenderd 
6anipd$j subsidere Valids,* ffonde tegi silvasi lapidosos 
surgere montes" Hinc drdine coqdidit creaturas; 
duoi duhcla in paribus clisposuit in maxidid drdiu9 
^t mensur&, ut et celam choruscaiis, asti^a fulgencia i 



* ScCf tie Origiae Erroris, Lib. "i. c. 5. 
if iia thfli edited copies ii iijiiiiit. 
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ferra fiDotlficani, Vrntnemsa maria ; pidces et vofucreSyt 
homminQs et peoades oniversA palcritudiae ; hoc 
ordine trino coUocafitCif. Est igitur hie ternaria 
omnium speeies, ut dicit Doctor deificus super Gene- 
sim (8. AugustiDH^)^ '* Hec omnia sunt Deus, quisibi 
qnidem ttiensni^^ 6nifnem r«i modum prefigit; sibi 
qu6d mundaff* omni Fei potestate probatur, et ut 
pondus omfi^Ai rent ad quietem et stabilitatem Ira* 
hit." Hec ille Pater. Efeoim qu6d in ereatoris suis 
Deos cernitur mentali oculo, dum hie percipitur spe<- 
cies cell, astrorum decuB digni extoIHtur, eorumf 
dignitas cunctiB difPunditur, dum species celi sit in 
▼isionis giori^ — supple, — Siellamm — fit species cell' 
amabilte kix et laudabilis orbis amenos, sit gloria 
▼ite regoabiliSf status amabilis propter quam cuncta 
fit stellaram virtus darabilis et gubernabilis creatura* 
rum, dum species celi fit gloria Siellarum, Sic pro-^ 
batur primum, Secundo Locus hodie assumpte Vir- 
ginjg est finis serenus quern querit quisque terrenua. 
Philosop&orum et Ethicorum probatio, qu6d necesse 
est aliquem finem esse^ fepom finmanai'nm, Viz. im- 
mortalitas et eternitas. Ad quam Nostra, auctoritate 
Diving merito assumitur per Apostolum ad Romanes* 
(2<> cap. V. 10) '^ Gloria, honor et pax omni operant! 
Donum.'^ Internum commercium procul exduditur' 
eternale premium dum bonis promittitur: gloria,- 
honor etpax secundum condicioAem cnnctis exponi- 
tur, dum Sanctis solum conceditOF quod operanti 
bonhm, gloria memorata est finis crearture ; pro qui- 
consequendA, vos Presbyteros hortor iiitensissim^,- 
districtos et penales Religionis ritus animosli dispen- 
satione recipere et cuncta immortalitate glorie reoa- 
sare, exemplis eorum qtios Pater rester Beatus Au^ 
gustinus recitat* de CivHaie^ qui pfo re parvA. et ci-* 
vitatum terrenarum pace tenefrim^ dilectos occide- 
bant ut Brlciust et Torqtiatus proprios fratres:^ inte-- 
rimebadt: sic Mutius§ manum in ardeutem aram 
immittendo eombusserat, ut ecolesias ab hostibtis 

t J>peBru(uf. 
I Lege ftliot.^ 
i Ad44 UmtiM. 



Ixix 

.^ueretuT — sio<^ Quirinus armatiis equo eonolto 1« 
^bruptum terre hiatum se dedJt precipitem Deorun 
quorum oraculis serviens ; quanfe «os pro immarces- 
fiibili g]ov\k pro qiiA Ecclesiastic (eap. 43) 13. v.) 
" Ecce Deiis gyrarit eelam per clreuitum glorie 
fiue^" etc. intemerata potestasmfrabliis reperitorqu6d 
vgyravit eelum per circuitum, cujus jocunda influencia 
<;elestibas largitur, quum gyravit celum per eirou- 
jtum glorie sue : sic decor celestis sanctos glorificat 
et taoquam sidera iQ eelo oolloeat. Ex qaibus pro<- 
batur, qu6d orBamentum sttperiorum et fulcimeatanEi 
iDferiorum norma et virtns on^niuia Sic species celt 
.Consolamea viatoruiiiy vita civiuni superiorum — fit in 
gloria et*que rigant rore, yma rerom in oitore, ornat 
celum cum splendore^ luminum sunt steUex Ao ba- 
betur secandum. Tertio, dixi, qu6d eelorum decus 
Rex regit lumine cecus scilicet, steUarum., Dicunt 
enim Bartbolomeus et Beda de n&turis, quedam stelle 
erratice per orbes distincte et virtute elementorum et 
mixtorum sunt luminaria cuncta que gubernant : per 
quas septem, septenarium inteliigo. Beatbrum qui 
sunt, Patriarche, Prophete, ApostoH, Evangeliste, 
Martyres, Confessores et Virgines beoedicte, qui ra* 
diantes chbruscationes eharismatum SpiritAs Saocti 
diversls or&eionum influenciisChristieolisBubveniant 
universis quorum preclpua, Beata hodi^ assumpta 
gioriose coronata secundum illud^ Apocalypsis duo- 
deeimo *' In capite ejus corona duodeeim stellaram'^ 
mentis Apostolorum quos fide eclipsatos lUustravit. 
Sic Salomonis verbo Sapientie quarto (v. 2,) " im- 
perpetunm coronata triumpbat." In qutbns verbis 
felucent Virginis gloriose ad celos exaltatei Prima* 
4;Jonis excelientia, ihi corpnaia ;--^M at r is graciose 
stellarum gloriA decorate exultationis preeminencia 
— iriUmphai — et dotis sibi presiose collate sibi pro- 
durationis indeficenciA, ibiimperpeitmm. Pro primo 
effulsit splendenter sine nube obumbrante, induens 
vestem nupcialem — pro secnndo, processit purltor 
9ine labe maculante accipiens palmare triumpbalem -^ 



* Lege M&rcus Curtius. TU^ careful reader wjll observe naany otbe' 
listakes, and some omissions of Members of a Sentence. But whilst ha 
akes allowances tor Ihe carelessness of Lacy 's Secretaryi be cannot 
tcuse the Bishop for sacrificing sense to sound, and debasing the Dignity 

Uie Pulpit. 



pfOipfiio concedit nubil|^r sine 1a|>e inpirtifip<ipt0 
Pftbeps stolam eterualein. Siq babifo pro certo, qu64 
|i]l coDtraxit de piundi deserto in viciis ; '* A|^cend|^ 
jd^ deserto afflue/is d^lic|is/' quod erat t)iein^. 

I^et pro morf^Ii sensu. Fratres, sic ponshniliier 
p'ghiisy afl vps dirigepdo serinonen), .^ ponsulendq 
lllop^p, pi dfi yii'tutupi montem celefitfBr j^scen^atis, 
ut in pfespnil gratip et expect^tionis glofip (statu) 
deliciis affluatis sepupdum vprl)um TJiepiatls. Npt^te 
qu^d ^ixi deseriOy qu5d dpo spnt in Scriptur^^ sci? 
lieet^ infern\;is mundus^ status Penitentie pt Para- 
disus glorie.* De printio Ezecliieli^ XXlXp. (v. 60) 
" Projieiam te in desertum.'- De sepup^p " Vox 
plamantis in Dese|ip" Jpfiannis lo (v. 23**) pp tprtiq 
Jeremie. lloCVf 2q) •• Slecut^es mp ip desprto :'^ hoc 
est pepitenti^ st^ta am^ro. De quartp, |!iupe (1^ 
pap. 4 V.) ^' Qujs est boinp qpi }ia|>et ppQtpni oyes^ &c. 
fitc*' pnmnui pst exhorren4um ut p|epum ^orrori§ 
— secpp4^PA est ^pernepfiupi qupd plenuni errorij^— 
per tef tittm est apij^u^^p^um, qu^d inclu4|t dolorepi— - 
ad quaftuDA est ttpcelerapdum quod propi|ti|t duU 
pprpin. Beata epifp Virgp efat in desertpin |ip|rrpps. 
r^secundppi coptppipnpns — tertiprh tepoit pt ^4 
qonrtutn ^nplayit. Vos, P^tres, p][^imupi |iprrete ^ 
pericplis : secppdp scan^ite, pt slept ip tsraelitarpm 
^tini&rp quod gepps serpentum pccurrit, ita jn nippd| 
po$tre Tiacionis deserto et aspis yoluptate, qpe fapie 
jblanditnr sed c^ude ^nis ^marissime pejrcptitr ^Tertiq 
Serpens vane g:lof ie, qui in pulyeie abscpn^ituir pt se 
i^ "' . Qu.artps p^t JSpo]rpipp|sque inyidi^ 

pt ira: pemieiossime ppngit pt pcpidit et qp,64 ^ep in 
Jatebris bujus umbrosi dps^prti abspppditur* in npstre 
perigrinaelonis yi& lucerpas vestry appepdlte, ut 
jpayeiapt bopiines k negocio peram|t>ulapte jp tenebri^ 
pt tptjris depippiji)us. Lucent lux vestra cprapi bomi? 
pibus, Fidelipet quapto ip quibus yefbis. £cee actu^ 
splepdoris, luceat forpi^ jiecpris — fAUv vestra: et 
ppce fama vigoris, coram hominibu^ qupd subtiliter 
pperatur est /ti^r, quod utiliter dpriyatur ut luceat et 
qu64 visi)>iliter preseptatur coram hominihus ; ve} 
sic, qu5d formidantepi letificat, pst huw vera, ef 
quod igpprantep> Iptificat pst fi/ lucfai ppraf^i 
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There is tvide^j an hiatus in this MOtence of centtncei I 



IxiA 



homtn&fus. Sio sermoDDm oonfortaclontbuA Inoest 
lux yestra coram hominibas, ale cherabicd aacen- 
dere« sio ceraphioe Bonorom dolioils in PatriA a£- 
flaere, vobis conoedat preciboa Alme aoe Matrif, 
CbxlstM, qni alM fiao vViyit et lognat. Amen. 
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ReferaUa to p, 113. 

0ond from the CanQnes$es and Convent of 
Canonsleighi to the Dean and Chapter of 
Exeter y for the Payment to them of a per- 
petual Yearly Pension of Four Marks ^ out 
of the Goods of the Church ofJUun^ardr^ 

Noverint universi Presenies Literas de Legh Ca^ 

noDicarum, Exoniensia PiQoesis l^ooi et ConventAa 

JDspectQri Tenemur ^t effeotualiter qbligamur Reve^ 

rendis Viria Pominis DeoaQo et CapUulo Gxonie, ex 

CanoDicft impositione et oonstitutione Yeperabilja 

Patris Domini Watterit De) gr^til Exonie Episoopi, 

loci Dyooesanii d^c. oonseqsa Capituli sui predict) 

et nostrtj^m saper h4o eonventiope factl^, io quMam 

annud Penoione et perpetui lY Maroafun) de Bonis 

nostris Ecolesie de Ponnesford ejusdem et Exot 

niensfs dicte Eoclesie Qobia Canoniod appropriate^ 

aolvenda dictia Peci^no et Capitulo in Soaccario 

eorum Exonie annis aingulis in Festo Inyenoionis 

Sancte Craois absqqe more dispendio longiore, M 

quam qqidem 8QlnciQneq() ^alyendam, obligal9^a poa 

et omnia Bona no^tf^ Eoc|esie Mnpdaoft ppereioni 

et districtioni ci|j|u$cuii}qqe Judicfa Ecdesiaatici ve) 

Secularis, quern dioti Peoaqqs et Capitqlum iuper 

iioc duxerinteligendum, utipsi qqs per quamoumqae 

coercionem sea districtionen^ jgcclesiaatioain vel 

Mundanam posaint distringere et pQerpere ad aolu^ 

eionem pleqariam dicte Pencionis, qupf^dqaqne opua 

faerit pro soe bepepiaoito votuntatia, (o ovijus re| 

testimoniom, dpe. &o. Datum apud I'egb Canonic 

parum VUK die m^psi^ Aprilis, A. P» MCCCXIV, 

t |K Co^^fQlt, MSS, Joftimit /Qoeix 4# Fr«iikl^P| Ann, 
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Referable to p. 1IS< 
E Resist Qulvil, fo. 129.* 

Acknowlegementj hy Bp. Quivil^ of the DS" 
posit with him y by Lady Matilda de Clare ^ 
Countess of Gloucester and Hertford^ of^ 
000 MarkSy for the Work and Use of 
Canonsleigh Abbey ^ in 128S, 

OMNIBUS presentes LUeras inspecturis PETRUS 
miseratioae Diving ExoDie Episcopus, salulem in 
Pomino sempiternam, Noveritis qu6d nos Septimo 
KM. Septembris Anno Domini MCCLXXXV in Ca- 
pitnlo noslro Recepimus & nobili muliere DominA 
Mc^tUdft de ClarSi, Glouoest« et Hertford, ComitissSk, 
per maoua Domini Robei ti de Raehingtone Militis, 
Heligio^i Viri Fratris Walteri de la Yore, Monachi 
Cist^rcleqaia Ordinis et Gilbert! de Wyoombe, Pres- 
byter!, Sexoentas Marcas bononim et legalium ster- 
ling^Q.rMm in Deposito conservandas, pront in instrn- 
mento pnplico inter nos Retrum Exonie Epiaoopum 
et dlotam Dominam Comitissam super boo confeoto 
pleni<!ls continetur^ in Opus et Utilitatem Abbathie 
de Lyghe, Gi^oqie Dioo., salv6 constituendaa et 
restltuendaa prefate Domine Comitisae et Abbatisso 
Abbatbie predicte simnl diot^ Comitissi vivente ; 
post mortem ver^ ejusdem Camitisse, Abba tlsse pre « 
diote et ejosdem loci Conventui tantum, et non alio 
vel aliia aiu^ mpr4 et dilaoione aliquft infra ,,«•.« «,,«• 
postquam per diotam Comitisaam et Abbatissam vel 
earom alteram, vel pep legitimos Attornatos ipaarum 
tqI earum alterius, ad boo legitime oonstitutoa^ fneri<* 
mus requiaiti, (|^uociesoqmqueetquaadocQmqqenQbia 
fides facta fuerit, qqod ad Opua et UtiUtatem prefi^to 
Abbatbie per diotam Comitiasam, ^at Abbatiaaami terra 



« T!)6vbQleQf tl)U Hesi«ter is wriUeniQ a very uoriX ^lwn^\»t% «i)4 
with tbe palest X^^^ to iM^ore whioh, lome officioq^ F^isoa h«w M 
n^VKn^ to n SqlqUon Of CMtU^i •^ (mm greatly d«f4ee4 Uie MS, 



we] reddjtuti fiieflqt comparati : tunc Tidelicet, pra 
ratA emptionifl facte restitoatur pecunia in toto vel ia 
parte per^onis predlctis, sicnt superiils est expressum^ 
VoleDtes et expres^^ coDsentientes pro nobis et se* 
neschalibof po3tria qui pro tempore faerint, qaod ad 
reeeptioneoi, cu^todiam et restitaeionem diete pe» 

{^unie, modo et eondicioiiibus supradictis tenere 

,..„.«,,,,, nomipe oo^tro deputamus. QuM si per in^ 
curiaiPi maliQiam, vel n^ligenclam in restitaendi 
diotft peoanii, in toto vel in parte, at premittur, ali^ 
qaid oiiBeuItati0 emerserit, pretexta cujus, dicta 
Abbatbia In emptionibus suis jacturam incurrerit vel 
gravameq, Noa daippna et gravamina omnia pro* 
venieotia dicte Abbatble, ex b&c cansA, tepeamar 
pleaarie resarcirfi et boc postqoam super emptione 
terr^ vel reddituum, fides facta fuerit ut est dictum, 
Iq cujus rei testimonium sigilla nostra presentibus 
sunt appetisa* Patum fJi;ooie die, loco et «ldpq sa« 
prftdictis. 
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f^ef^fa][>Ie (o p. }15, 

fjpQsie fr^m King Henry VHL tq Thomagd^ 
SQulemont, Qent. of the Abbey of CcinQn^^ 
leighi fincf ^ome of its PQSsessiQns,^ 

Haec Iqdentur^ facia inter ExoellentjssjmuiT^ Prin-? 
pipem et Pomjnum, Pominum {JeDricum VUI. 
Dei Or^ciA, <fec. &c. ex un& pafte, et Thpinftrn de 
Soulen^ont^ de Londpn, Qenerpsum, ei^ oUterk parte, 
Test^tnr qu6(J idem Dqiniquss Re3f, et per ftdvlsc^-! 
inentam Cppcilii Curise Aqgoientt^cioQunii, <&o, tra-s 
ili4it, concessit et f^d firmaii^ diinisit. praefE^tq Tboipae, 
Pomum ^t Scitqm nuper Monasteril de Cf^ponlegh, 
IP Comitatu Pevoniae, inod^ dissoluti, qndpatn pip's 
tijl^us dpmtbus, e4ificiis, stabulis, (tprreis, eplpmb^riis, 
moIend|n|s, hortis, pomariis, ga^dinis, aqui^, cursfbu^ 
aqa^rum. ^tagpnis, yivfinlis, terris et $olOj et fdjiis ppip-! 
niQdit^.tibus, qaibui^cumqnea ipfr^ precinctppi| e\ 
scitam ejnsdein nuper Mpnastprii exfst^ntibusj, Nee-; 
npn ompia ilia Terr^Ms, Prata, Pascufi et Pasturas, 
Ji^mpne^ ^t Bmeras, vocata Knpll^nd, pyqkebyUi 
^plemore, Selham, (Pyland, Ayber, Estbrpke, 
My4<)el Estbroke, Foflong, Longl'eigb, MareU Parke, 
Clp$e Furlpng Mede« Polp Mpde, Posterne Mp^e, 
Pylf^nd Mede, Marlemede, 1Shorthe)e, WirUeys, h9W' 
4qps Crofte, Spw4on,t) Pynslade pt Spmersbeppen, 
pu|i) pertiqentps, in Comitatu PpvonisD et Spmersetfe, 
^p pmnie^ |Ha Terras, Pr^ta» Pftspuc^ et PfM^tpras, 
vppata^ Cpwteshyll, Yerlde, ^tylesland, Prp4e Parke, 
Qlasteyard, puiq>uis pertinentiis:, parceUf^a Manerii 
4e Pocl^efordy |n diPtP Cpmitatq pevpni^, Unipuo) 
pmqibus Grangiis, communiis, iampn|s, brperfs, 
pomtqpftitatibus, emplaqientisi qaibqscumqqe, prse? 
miss|s sea f^Iicui inde p^rcellsB quoquo modp speetan- 
tlbiQs yel periinentil^as, Qose omnia pt singula pr^-; 
mtssa ^pepffipata^ in omnibus culturis pt pepupacioiip 
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* B CpUeott^ MSS. Joannit Jonesy de Frunklyn, Arm. 

f Jbe If amet Inclnded in the parentbesii ^ wantfiig i^ miot^ copy of 

it ?r«n|> in t|ie tdm CoI)toti<nii, 
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fvropri& nuper Abbaitlssa^ dictl caper Mooasterfl, ad 
ilsum Hospicii sui,aQt« dlssolucionem ejusdem uuper 
Monasterii, usualiter reservata et occupata fuerunt^- 
Tradidit eciam dictus Dominus Rex, per advisa* 
fnentam Concilii prffidiett, et ad firmam dimitjit, prse- 
fato Thoittfe de Sonlemont^ Deeimas Garbarum, Rec- 
toriaii ICoclesioe Parochialis de Hockeford, ao Ecele* 
Bim de Burlescombe, in dicto Comilatu Devoniae, 
Exceptis tamen, et dicto Domino Reg! et Successor 
ribus suis omniDo reser^atis, omnibus grossis arbori* 
bus et bo2^c!S|i de et super praemissis ^rescentibus et 
existentibusj Ao omnibus talibus et hujusmodi edi* 
ficils, infra precinctum dicti nuper Monasteriii quae 
dietus Oominus Rex ibidem prosterni etauferri man- 
davif, Et Advocacionibus Vieariarum Eeelesiaruni 
prsedietarum. HABENDUM et tenendum Scitum et 
Precinctum dicli uuper Monasterii ao prxdictas 
Terras, Prata, Paecuas, Communias Pasturae, Deci- 
mas, et ca^tera omnia et singula prcemissa, superids^ 
specificata, praefato Thomae de Soulemont et As- 
signatis sois k Festo Sancti Micbaelis Arcbangeli 
ultimd praeterito^ usque ad fiQom termini XXI. anno- 
scum extuno proxime sequeucium, et plenarie com. 
plendorum, REDDENDO annuatim dicto Domino 
Reg], Ha&redibus et Successoribus suis, XXIII Libras, 
XIIII Solidos etil Denaiios Sterlingorum, videlicet, 
pro dicto Scitu dieti nuper Monasterii ac prasdictis 
terris, grangils, pratis, pa^cuis, communibus pasturas 
et ca^teris praemissis, pra&ter Rectorias et Decimas 
praedictas, XXVI, XlIIIs, IlD. Et pro praedicti^ De- 
ciail3 dicta R^ctorl^e de HoHeford LX Solidos, Et 
pro prwdtctis decimia Rectoriae de BurlesQpi»l> 
^nil. Ad Festa Annunciacionis Beatsp Man® y^r^ 
g\nU etSaoctl Micbaelis Arcbangeli, vel infra unum 
sricnsepd post utrumque Festum, ad Curiam praedic-r 
tand, per equAlc^ porciojQ,es solvendos* durante iejc^ 
roioo prwdiclo, Et prapdictus JDpmJnu^ Rex vult;, ejt 
per pr?e3cnte» coocedit, quid Ipse, HaBredesetSuc;* 
cesscres sul, dictura Thomam de Souleoiout et as» 
Igpatos 8U08 de omnibus redditibus, pencionibus, 
porciouibus, feodis, annuitatibu?, denariorum Sum* 
i»i« qulbusoumque, de pra&missis, sea de aliquA 
jnde parcellA, exewutlbus sive solvendis, praeterqaam 
de redditu euperltis speclflQ^to, Ac pro^terqufun d« 
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V Soticlls «t tX denariid sotveticfid ArcbidTaCono d§ 
Rxon, pro Synodaticift el Procurfttioulbus dic(« 
tlectorfse de Hockford, versus quaseunque per- 
sonas, de tempore in tetnpud) exoncrabunf) <&o» 
reparacionem maremium semper ad onus Dominf 
Regis, durante teritiino preedicto. Et prsedictus 
Thomas cofreedit per praesentes quod ip^^ annuatinl 
Bolvet Archidfacono Vs. IXd. omues reparacioues, 
prseterquam maremium tantjim) ad onus dicti I'homas 
Soulemont. Bt pfaedictus Dominus Rex vtitt) et pef 
praesentes concedlf, quid dictus Thomas habebit suffi- 
ctentem faeybote^ fyrebot^ ploughbot) cartebotei 
ibidem et non alibf, annuatim, durante termino praer- 
dicto. In cujus re! testfmonium, &c. Datum apud 
Westmonasterium XXX. die DecembriS) anno Reguif 
ReffrsHenriciVril. 8K 
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Gothclion of Records, ^o. LXXIX. at the Eftd isf 
2, Collier's Eccles. Hist. p. 91. 

jdn info^nidiion mdde to Queen ElizaBETHj hy 

of the sever cH Abiises and Frauds dond 

unto the Htdte in general^ and the Croibn^ by such 
as have been emptotf'd by her Father^ Spc. Upon thd 
Suppression of the Abbeys j &Ci written circ. A» Ds 
1559. * . 

Part 5*f ite corirupt frauduidhi and deceitf^al dealing 
6f many subjects of this realm, at and Hince the snp- 
pfcfssion and visitation of Abbeys, whereby the posses- 
sions, f^venues; lind tre'^sure of th€iCi*owtihavebeeii 
Immeasurably rob'd and diminish'd^ ib the ^reat of- 
fence of God, and slander of th^ Gospel^ and to the' 
ho small impoverishing sltidTi^eakning: of the Imperial 
Crowh j ana utter undoing of a number of your Ma- 
j^stiefs pOor tenants and stibjetfts. . And no to the great 
^lander Of ^duf Majesty^ and withdrawing Of their 
hearts from you ^ (whose act H id told theiti ib hsj and 
i^otothem Jt seemeth^ be6atis4f soine of yOur Seals h^^ 
at all Oi* tnosi pat't of Ih^ip^ and the donfif matioh of 
^our head ofiBce'rs at tfie rest^ and tO the titte^ Spollih^ 
and undoing of a number of learned peisohs aha 
fexefellent Wilsi who understanding that inany 
before (hefti hav^ been thereby gfeatly enrich'd, and 
advanO'd : And that the gap thei'eunio,* as unto A 
tirtue, wa[s iiiade' widef Opi^n for all; withoOt any 
piiDishtnentj but rather tiomho^ndations^ were and 
are Still tfcie easilier Otereotriel by temptation of the' 
ivfsdotii Of Saidn^ thcf wortd^ aha ihci^ fleshy to seek 
and Idbof to beeoEhie rich by like wicked wayes ; of 
whom, dsthe number is iioiv Of late years gfeatly in- 
Orea.«\i, so aUo deoei^e they mot-ef subtily ahd de- 
test at ly^ ai}d in more things than eter before; 

And here, aftef sOm6 farther length of inveCtive, 
he proceeds to ipstahcV f o the Relgri of King Henry 
the VII I th the content^J of ^hich aie. 

bi^ceiifUt dhd unrighteous dealings (it and UpbH 
the iHtiiiaiiou and suppression of Abbeys^ iSfCi 
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I. Wikete the images of gold abd siiv^f^ and ^h^l 
Wth the cosily shrfnes, tab<*irtia(^leS) altaf.^, and 
l^ood-Iofts, and the precious jeWeld of right stones, 
and pearls, <&c. belong^ing to the sarrie^ arid the 
pixes^ chalices, pattens^ basotts, eWers^ Candlesticks, 
^raets, censors, and multitudes of other tidh vessels- 
of gold and silver : and the costly ailai" clothes^ Cut"- 
tains, copes, vestments, aulbs^ tUfiictes and other 
i^ich orn/iments : and the fine'litrtxeti^ jeit tiiarble^ atid 
precious wood, brass, ffon, lea«Ir bellsj stoiie^ ifee. 
And tfne household plate', hotishold stuff, and furni- 
ture of houshofdy and the' Jeasei^ and chattells/ 
and' the* horsTe'Sj oien, kin^, shee'p, attld otfcer dattle/ 
and the' stTpernuous hoti^es and Wildings^ aild mul-- 
titudels of o^her thingsf tbat betoiig to* the AbbeySf 
^ere worth a mi'Ilion of gold. 

The sale^ of the part whereof wefe s6 6unn\fig\f 
ftiade, and the' preservation of th^rest wassuch^ that 
four Majesties Father and the CroWil of England 
had, in comparison, btit liiean portions of the sariie f 
of which much ^as unpay'd by ill dealing ittatfy yc^di*^ 
after: for "the finding out of #hteb< and ptinfshrng 
the great deceit atid fraud, there Was tiot thenv 
neither hath their been at any tittie^ feln^e (for the* 
like evils afterwards afso cbmm-itted tothie^ day)' ally 
good order or diligent labor tak<jn,^ but fet prassj as^ 
tho' to find out and punhsb such wickedness W-ere 
no profit to the Prince acrti Crown, or good e^efvie^ 
foGod. All which have be^n the e^ilier let slipf 
because perhaps some ofem that should' have (been)' 
punish'd under the Prince, mig;ht also be part^y 
gnilty- 

2. lieaty Whereas dk'eri^ of the viVftofs Jttid siip* 
pressors, had afterwards yearly allowance of feesf 

annuities^ corodies, &c. granted by th^ Abbies to 
themselves, their servants and friends ; Was it likely 
that they came by them without fratfd P 

3. The most part of the evidencies of Abbi^sl^ and" 
Nunfiteries were pilfered away, sold aild lost, as herein 
following under the title of your Al^yesties time more^ 
plainly appears^ 

4. Manners, lands, and ten^tiierifj^, find Othef h#« 
reditamenfs were often sold at under yearly reuts 
b) many «ubtle deceits aud fraudi^^ 



6. Many lands and tenements, &c. were •oineiinld 
Kold ^itti the appurtenapces at the old yearly rentst 
){ui where the woods were nndervalued, its often they 
Were« the satne Webt ffom the King without re« 
(sottipen&e. 

6. Mannbr^, lands and tenements, &.C. sotd to di^ 
Vefstfk And after the woods were fell'd and sold, and 
the rents enhanced, or forg;reat fin^ssleas'd out foi^ 
many years, then the same manfoors were r^tutn'd to 
the King in exchange for other lands^ that had plenty 
of woods, and wer6 unenbanc'd and uuleas'd tn all oi^ 
in part, or the leases were near expired. 

7. Much lands and tenetnentis^ und kiiauy great 
^dodsand other hereditaments wer^ then sold away^ 
Where the money for the same was not paied many 
years after the due time of payment. 

Decetis fn the Beign o/King Edwabotrb Sixtfir 
your Majesties BtQihet, 

Exchanges more than in King tJtenry^s time, and 
almost as bad, wheteby the rents of tnany ofem 
tnust njpeds decay in a g<*eat paft^ wheti that leases 
shaltend, that were made by the exehatigers^ or when 
the bonds made to Warrant these rents, shall either 
be lost| forgotten, or nntl^itended^ 

Much land sold at Undervalues by great deceit of 
tnany. 

toeteii in ike short tifhe tf (he Beign qf QuEfitI 
Mary, yovr Majesties Sisierk 

Many great gifts, sales and exchaUges were thebi 
Wherein was great deceit and loss to the Crowo^ 
Deceit in your Majesties time. 

All or greatest part of the evidences of tlie landsf 

Eossessions, atid hereditaments of all tfie Abbies, &c.i 
ave by little and little by fraudulent means been so 
pilfer'd and sold aWay, and so drawn into maoy 
t)rivate men^s hands, that there's altnOst none ofem 
left to your Majesties Use^ so that your Majesty hath 
nothing to noaiutain your titte^ if ne^d so require^ 
but only your lung possession and your oWn records 
made since the suppression, Whereof a number ofeid 
be gone, utpatet trtferiUsi 

And where soUi6 tneu have bougtit Uniy tb6 de« 
mesnes of a manUori and have so prevailed by CM^ 
rupt n.cans, that the auditor has put thereto in hM 
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piartidular thereof, nombn Mannerii ; or else if the 
penners of the letters patents for that purchase have 
corruptly put it into the draught or transcript, and 
the perusef overpass it, either by too much confidence 
In the penner, or for lack of time by so slight coil- 
ferring of the particular and transcript, su£Fer'd such 
a scape; And so if the same have pass'd under the 
great seal, then is there no remedy, but he mtisthave 
and enjoy the whole nlannor, tho' afterwards it 
appear never so plainly that he purchased only a 
part thereof. Such be th^ laws and statutes they 
say, neither has there been (that ever t could know 
or hear of) any diligent inquiry made, 6r labour 
taked to find out by whoi^e corruptioii it came, and 
to punish the purchaser and all his corrupt instru- 
ments, as the wickedness of the act did deserve. 
And so' as all others might by their punishment be 
terrified from that ill kind, and innumerable other 
kinds of like corrupted dealing. 

Likewise of concealed lands whatsoever found out 
and certified by commission out of the exchequer^ if 
the commissioners, through friendship or corruption^ 
have found oOt dLmcatnoty or other lands to be worth 
yearly five shillings ; whereas the old yearly rent of 
the same was no less thaH twenty pounds by year \ 
and thereupon if the procurer of the commission 
obtain it by lease or purchase at five shillings by year, 
your Majesty has no remedy, but he must enjoy it 
caUsd pradicldy notwithstanding the. truth thereof 
do afterwards never so plainly appear. 

And also of many other things, both of landi^i 
goods and woods, debts and Other things answer* 
al)Ie in your Majesties Court of Exchequer, within 
the accompts of j^our Highness' Sheriffs, Escheatorsi 
and other Officers and otiier persons authOriz'd to take 
the same lo your Majesties use, if they find out and 
seize any mannori^, lands, hereditaments, goods, &<?, 
at a far under rate, tho' it be never so plainly knowii, 
they are no^ blam'd and pudish'd for it ; no sOme \\ill 
say the officers would never be sued for a pilifiU 
hearing. 

Stately manners, and meau tnannors, with the 
parks and woods have l>een sold given, and Olhtr* 
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wfse granted, where tli^ p^rks have pass'd at no t^nf, 
abd ttie' woods at no talue, 9, very little in cnm- 

}>arison,^ yea and some ipannors, &c. where diverse 
e^s of the Ifeepers of the park, of the houses, &c., 
have qeen deducted, so that the values at which the 

{'aid nianpors have pass'^d, have been a great deal less 
ban ^ey ought to nave been. 

liemj Diverse of the copyholders both of your 
stately and mean mannors, whtch is your best and 
richest lands, for their small rent be sometimes^ 
purchased, sometimes granted in fee-farm, and 
sometimes I^as'd out, whereby the mannors be dis^ 
membred» your tenants taken from yon and im- 
poverished, and your commons much griev'd and 
provoked to murmur, when they see copyhold tenure 
(the good ancient tennre of England) whereby the 
most of them hold, and ever have held their lands and 
livings,^ to be (now a days^ made void and of none 
effect. 

lieniy Perquisites and profits of the courts of diverse* 
of your Majesties mannors be leased ont and some 
sold away, whereby also the mannors be dismem- 
bered, the tenants and their services had from your 
Majesty. A matter of great weight. 

Ilem, The profits of the courts of many of the 
mftnnors that remain in your Majesty be yearly ilU 
answer'dV and sometimes partly pilfer'd away, and 
the easHier because the stewards deliver not up yearly 
doubles of their court rolls, as by good order they 
shoutd doe and because deceiit is not sought out and 
punished. 

Iletn^ Many of your Majesties ricli woods, with 
the soils, both notable great and stately, and also^ 
both mean and small, some lyfng and being within 
the forrests, chases, parkes, commons, &c. and other 
some within the late demesnes, or proper Occu- 
pation of Abbots, Priors, Nuns, &c. or of other 
former owners of castles, honours, lordships, man^ 
nors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments,* com*' 
mon to your Majesties ancestors and to yourself, 
which never yiei'ded any yearly rent, except some 



"* He means most probably the Hoooura,, Castles, Lordships, Ac. taken 
from the Bishops* Sees, and vested io the Crown by an Act of Parliaments- 
made in the first Year ot this i^aeen^s reign. 
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trifle for the herbage or pawnage, being kept for 
royal and stately pleasure, and common and domes- 
tical profit, have been sold away for little or nothing 
in comparison, and some part of them letten oat to 
no common benefit or particular profit for your Ma- 
jesty, because the rents be small^ and the woods are 
suffer 'd to be spoil'd, uipatei inferiiis. 

After recital of several other frauds too long to 
mention, he draws towards a conclusion in this 
manner. Tour Majesty, says he^ would wonder if 
you knew how much I have been malign'd re- 
proach'd, brow-beaten, and pursued with ill offices 
for my plainess against this mismanagement. At 
which your Majesty may be the more surpriz'd, 
because some ofem bear great shew and name of 
good men, and Gospellers: but alas piteous ones, 
God amend them, and us all. 



He that gave in this information owns himself a 
professor of the Goapell^ that is a Protestant, and 
that he was in a post of authority: And since he 
brings in so higb a charge against the courtiers and 
jofiBcers of the Crown, the reader needs not be sur- 
prized to find his name conceard. 
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ERRATA. 

P. 4T, 1. 4, for niaataea, raad twenty. 

P. 58, last line, for eioeptllk, leadTeceptl. 

P. 110« L 14y read, do mo toife. 

P. 115, 1. T, tor Godenoot, read Soutomont. . 

P. I IT, 1. 22, for oorcacon, read coicaeoD. 

Appendix, p. t. 1. 10, for Clyst, read Clyff. 

Iniiella de Brent, occurs as Prioress of Pol$lo, k» D. 1256, la tha 

Taxation of Halberioa, prefixed to Bishop Bronesconiba's Register, 

and siioiild itand first in tba hst in p. 17, ante. 



evfuum, raiMTsa, szbtbe. 
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